Reflective opinions on cultural identity.                                                  Jay Lewis Bowbanks.

Ian Watson claimed; “culture engenders a sense of belonging…therefore implies exclusion.”
(Watson, 2002:3.)
I looked into “Negotiating cultures, Eugenio Barba and the intercultural debate” which helped me understand the study of cultural identities. I read Woyzeck by Georg Büchner translated by Gregory Motton and discovered many subcultures in the play; drugs, violence, blame game, advancement of power and objectifying sexuality. I explored those subcultures in our play by presenting them in the form of a debate and to connect those subcultures with current issues in society today; in order to help get the narrative of Woyzeck across to our audience. 
In our performance we used a projector as a backdrop, to expose relevant information about our characters and our debate topics as a visual aid.
After deciding on a trial setting for our performance space, we discussed what I believe is the largest culture in Woyzeck, the blame game. By basing the character Woyzeck on trial for the death of Marie, we could begin to debate not only current issues but the cultures that may have contributed to Marie’s murder. In our debates we looked at the advancement of power in society today, for example; the case of Doctor Larry Nassar, who not only abused his patients, ex-gymnasts but also his position. The Doctor in Woyzeck also abuses his position and insists Woyzeck consumes only peas, a metaphor for drugs. 
I felt that through the use of props, cans of peas, a contemporary creative representation of the drug culture today was achieved. During the performance some of the jury would hit the cans on the table - as a judge would use a gavel - which in my opinion created law, order and authority in our play. 
Francis Mulhern states “cultures were the symbolic forms of life.” (2000:Xvi) 
When looking at violence subculture, I thought portraying this would be problematic, for health and safety reasons we decided the cans of peas would represent murder weapons. When the Drum Major and Marie dance, Woyzeck lurks in the background, the jury begin to chant “stab” whilst hitting the cans of peas hard onto the table. This repetition I felt built atmosphere and tension whilst the Drum Major danced with Marie. I believe as the chanting became more fluent and rhythmic it exploited their secret relationship. This is the breaking point for Woyzeck and exposes the side effect of taking the peas - the drugs - which created dysfunction in his mind, causing him to act out on his jealousy and murder Marie. 
When performing Woyzeck I felt everyone involved was respectful of the cultures we were portraying. The play was authentic. The characters were presented as the different cultures we looked at throughout this module. For example; my character the Drum Major represented objectifying sexuality and advancement of power, which I displayed by owning the space and capturing the other character’s attention whenever he was in my proximity.  
On reflection, I connected with Woyzeck’s character and Ian Watson’s statement of “exclusion” as I have experienced feelings of not belonging like Woyzeck feels with Marie. I felt the play was a success and I believe the contemporary ideas I explored in Woyzeck displayed traditional subcultures with creative new twists. For example; the drugs presented as something healthy, the cans of peas. 
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