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Over the course of this essay, Welsh Second Language within our new curriculum will be discussed, and the problems that are being faced causing the downgrade of Welsh second language. The article written by Huw Lewis, will be used to gain key focal points for this essay, allowing judgments as to why Welsh second language is failing right now. Views from other leading education professionals such as Sioned Davies will be mentioned, and my own personal view will be brought in to help support arguments. 
Three main issues will be discussed in this essay, which will help reach a clear judgment as to why Welsh second language is failing. The three main issues which will be addressed are: The lack of focused teaching of life skills, that will prepare children for future life, the level of teaching that is on offer and finally the weight in which the subject carries and the importance of the subject.
The initial reason that is brought to my attention from the article which supports the lack of teaching of life skills is addressed by Lewis (2015, p. 1) when he says, “We know that far too many young people are leaving schools without the effective Welsh language skills they need for the world of work, life and study”. The issue is addressed here in the opening of the article, showing the importance of such a point. In other words, despite children being taught from early as the age of four, they leave school in a place where they are unable to speak welsh. It is understandable that the pupils will not get to the stage of being fluent speaking, reading and writing, however the ability to hold basic conversations should be met as they would have spent over a decade learning Welsh. 
Another issue with the present Welsh second language curriculum, that also supports the bigger problem of children not being prepared for future life, is the lack of tailoring the curriculum has to local areas. The Welsh Government’s article on The Welsh second language in the National Curriculum for Wales (2015 p. 10), expectations for when pupils finish key stage four are, “They are reading more demanding and stimulating texts, including authentic material, which promote interest and enthusiasm.” I personally feel these expectations do not help further promote the interest and enthusiasm of learning welsh. In fact, in my own personal experience it pushed me further away from studying Welsh. The idea of Y Curriculum Cymreig (YCC) has a better out look of what should be taught. Lessons should be more complying with the local area and local Welsh heritage instead of expecting children to just read and write about mandatory Welsh. I have seen this in schools where I have volunteered, and it does work!
The next point coincides with the YCC and the point of that scheme. In the article, Lewis mentions what should be strengthened and focused on for the teaching of Welsh.  “enhance the value attached to the Welsh language by strengthening the focus on its commercial value for the jobs market, the suggested cognitive benefits of bilingualism and its importance in enabling children and young people to have a good understanding of the cultural life of Wales” (Lewis 2015, p. 2). From personal experience, I have witnessed the negatives effect of Welsh. Reflecting on past experience, I feel that it would have been beneficial to learn through the cultural life of Wales. An example as to where I did do this, and believe it is still used in the classroom today, is the St David’s Day, which takes place on March 1st. 
The second major issue with the current curriculum, which is why it is in the process of being updated and a new one created, is down to the lack of quality the teachers have in Welsh. Lewis explains how there is no quick and easy fix for the problems facing the Welsh curriculum however, he does propose to, “continue to deliver intensive Welsh-language training to practitioners through the Sabbatical Scheme.” (Lewis, 2015 p.3). The Welsh Sabbatical Scheme is best described by the WJEC/CBAC (no date) “The Sabbaticals Scheme offers Welsh-language and methodology training to practitioners who need the confidence and specialist terminology to teach, lecture or train through the medium of Welsh or bilingually or who are required to teach Welsh second language as part of the national curriculum.” To simplify, the Welsh Sabbatical course is an intensive Welsh course aimed to give education personal a wider depth in Welsh.
The final issue that will be discussed in this essay is the status which Welsh second language holds. It is clear that Welsh does not hold the same weight as other core subjects, and it can even be argued that it is valued lower than the non-core subjects such as history. If this message is not being received right now, it only takes a minute to ask the majority of pupils to see what they think of welsh compared to other subjects. I can not be certain on what they would say, but being an ex-pupil myself, who has been through the same curriculum and style of teaching, I did not leave school missing Welsh like I did history. I do not know if this was down to the teaching, the content or any other issue, but it is clear that change is needed. The status of Welsh second language needs to be changed as explained by Professor Davies (2013, p. 21), “Welsh Government to give equal status to Welsh second language within the National Curriculum, ensuring that the subject has the same prominence as the core subjects in performance measures.” The combination of professional and personal opinion can be used to form a clear judgment that until Welsh is given the same status as other core subjects, it will not be respected and be able to get maximum effort from the children.
To conclude, the general tone from the article is that Welsh second language is currently failing however change is happening. With the proposed changes from Davies, Lewis and the Welsh Government, finally being heard. The new curriculum that is being introduced by Donaldson, has looked at these issues with Welsh second language and positive change is happening. The future for Welsh second language is looking brighter it has just taken a rocky path to get to.
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