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Archival Exercise
My methodology for compiling the archival list generally consisted of gathering information from the National Archives. The British Library and the York, Borthwick Institute provided little help in uncovering manuscripts about the Peasant’s Revolt of 1381 and Warwick Castle (and I scoured those databases very thoroughly but came up empty-handed). I then searched through the National Archives using Discovery with special attention to the ‘collection’ and ‘date’ filters. I then used the ‘catalogue description’ to create the archival lists. 

The Peasants’ Revolt of 1381
1) Kew
a) The National Archives (TNA)
i) JUST (Records of itinerant justices and other court records)
(1) JUST 1 General oyer and terminer, Kent, inquiry into the Peasants' Revolt 1381, file of indictments
(a) 400 (piece)
This file of indictments (plea rolls) is currently located in the National Archives at Kew as a public record. Provenance: the plea rolls were passed to the Exchequer from the justices and clerks and from the Exchequer to the National Archives at Kew. The plea rolls contain significant historical and legal information concerning lawsuits or legal proceedings in Medieval England. 
2) Kew
a) The National Archives (TNA)
i) SC (Special Collections)
(1) SC 8 Ancient Petitions
(a) 109/5416 (piece)
This parliamentary petition of 1381-2 is currently located in the National Archives at Kew as a public record. Significance: the petitioner, Thomas Arundel, bishop of Ely, was involved in a case which arose from ‘competing claims to forfeitures in the aftermath of the Presents’ Revolts of 1381.’[endnoteRef:1] This petition requests a redress of grievances unable to be resolved at common law. The manuscript is significant as it contains the ‘circumstances of the petitioner as well as a wealth of incidental material about social, economic and cultural conditions.’ This petition is both an important historical and legal document for Medieval studies.  [1:  The National Archives, Petitioners: Thomas Arundel, Bishop of Ely, <http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9149990> [Accessed: 21 January 2019]] 

3) Kew
a) The National Archives (TNA)
i) KB (Court of King’s Bench)
(1) KB 9 Court of King’s Bench: Crown sides: Indictment Files, Oyer and Terminer Files and Informations Files
(a) 43 (piece)
This indictments file is currently located in the National Archives in Kew as a public record. Provenance: this document originated in the Court of King’s Bench or a court of common law. Significance: the enquiry commission met at Kent ‘concerning those who were against the king and his people between Trinity and Corpus Christi (9-13 June 1381), during the Peasants' Revolt, taken at Maidstone, 4-5 July, from west Kent juries.’[endnoteRef:2]  This document contains important historical and legal information concerning the rebels who participated in the Peasants' Revolt of 1381. [2:  The National Archives, Enquiry commission, Kent, concerning those who were against the king and his people, <http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C2285446 > [Accessed: 21 January 2019]] 

4) Kew
a) The National Archives (TNA)
i) SC (Special Collections)
(1) SC 8 Ancient Petitions
(a) 20/970 (piece)
This parliamentary petition of 1381-5 is currently located in the National Archives at Kew as a public record. Significance: This petition addresses the king and council from the commons of the realm. The manuscript contains important details concerning the Medieval legal process and the interaction and relationship between the king and his subjects. The commons seek redress for the beheading of their leaders of the Peasants’ Revolt including Walter Tylere and Jack Strawe who ‘were not convicted by process of law…but beheaded by the king’s ministers, to prevent their rescue by their followers.’[endnoteRef:3] The commons demand that their leaders be tried by due process of laws as the heirs of the executed leaders demand their tenements and lands.  [3:  The National Archives, Petitioners: Commons of the realm, <http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9061125> [Accessed: 21 January 2019]] 

5) Kew
a) The National Archives (TNA)
i) JUST (Records of itinerant justices and other court records)
(1) JUST 2 Coroners'* Rolls and Files, with Cognate Documents
(a) 255 (piece)
*An office created in 1194 to serve as the ‘keeper of the please of the brown’ and acted in counties and boroughs to conduct ‘inquests on victims of crime or violent death…hear appeals of felony, and legalise outlawry or subsequent pardons.’[endnoteRef:4] [4:  The National Archives, Coroners' Rolls and Files, <http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9978> [Accessed: 21 January 2019]] 

This Bedfordshire county coroner’s roll is currently located in the National Archives at Kew as a public record. Provenance/custodial history: this roll series was handed to the justices in eyre then to the Court of the King’s Bench (when it held provincial sessions) and finally to the court of reference. Significance: this coroner roll held an inquisition at Colchester to inquire ‘into the damage done to the property of Thomas Harding of Manningtree at the time of the Peasants' Revolt.’[endnoteRef:5] Thomas Harding was a leader of the Peasant Revolt, and this text provides important information on violent crimes and vandalism committed against peasants following the revolt of 1381. [5:  The National Archives, Bedfordshire county roll, 4 Edw I (rot 1A), <http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C4052146> [Accessed: 21 January 2019]] 

Warwick Castle
1) Kew
a) The National Archives (TNA)
i) SC (Special Collections)
(1) SC 6 Special Collections: Ministers' and Receivers' Accounts
(a) 1040/24 (piece)
This record of manorial accounts is currently located in the National Archives at Kew as a public record. Significance: this manuscript ‘contains the accounts of officials responsible for crown lands belonging to the ancient demesne of the crown…[as well as] ‘lands which subsequently came into crown hands through escheat, exchange, forfeiture, inheritance or sale.’[endnoteRef:6] The text notes the former possession of Warwick Castle and Lands by the Templars and Guy de Bello Campo, Earl of Warwick. This indicates that the land was either sold or inherited.  [6:  The National Archives, Warwick Castle, Town, & Warwick Lands, <http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C5965817> [Accessed: 21 January 2019]] 

2) Kew
a) The National Archives (TNA)
i) DL (Duchy of Lancaster)
(1) DL 10 Duchy of Lancaster: Royal Charters
(a) 65 (piece)
This record of the Chancellor and Council of the Duchy of Lancaster is currently located in the National Archives at Kew. It is not a public record. Significance: this series of royal charters grant land, titles, privileges, and offices to the dukes of Lancaster and their heirs. This manuscript orders the castle of Warwick to become the property of the Earl of Warwick and Thomas Basset.
3) Kew
a) The National Archives (TNA)
i) SC (Special Collections)
(1) SC 8 Ancient Petitions
(a) 276/13751 (piece)
This parliamentary petition of 1305 is currently located in the National Archives at Kew as a public record (the Parliament Rolls). Significance: Guy de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, addresses the King Edward I that ‘the King grant him murage and pavage in his town of Warwick.’[endnoteRef:7] The king grants his request for seven years. This text contains important information regarding the use of taxation (or toll) for the upkeep of the town walls and streets of Warwick.  [7:  The National Archives, Petitioners: Guy de Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, <http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C9517698> [Accessed: 21 January 2019]] 

4) Kew
a) The National Archives (TNA)
i) C (Records of the Chancery)
(1) C 143 Chancery: Inquisitions Ad Quod Damnum, Henry III to Richard III
(a) 67/2 (piece)
This record was produced, secured, and inherited by the Chancery and resides in the National Archives at Kew as a public record. Significance: Guy de Bello Campo, earl of Warwick, desired to grant the ‘advowson of the church of Elmley Castle (Worc.) and rent in Child Wickham (Glouc.) to eight chaplains in the chapel of his castle there.’[endnoteRef:8] The inquisition reveals the procedure used for alienating land to religious houses.  [8:  The National Archives, Chancery: Inquisitions Ad Quod Damnum, Henry III to Richard III, <http://discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/details/r/C3701> [Accessed: 21 January 2019]] 

5) Kew
a) The National Archives (TNA)
i) CR (County Record Office)
(1) CR 895 Budbrooke Manorial Records (Ministers’ Accounts)
(a) 8/21 (piece)
This record dated 1440-1441 is currently located in the Warwickshire County Record Office. Significance: this manorial or ministers’ account contains a section which details the remodeling expenditures taking place at Warwick Castle including roofing the walls and towers with straw and rebuilding the armorer’s house. The text provides important details about the cost of upkeeping Warwick and the structural stability of the castle itself. 
	For future archival searches, it would be useful to utilize the ‘advanced’ option to narrow down material more specifically rather than dredging through a wide array of unrelated sources. For future reference, National Archives provides a ‘view the catalogue description’ which includes important information on provenance, historical background, etc. It is also useful to include names and places associated with a topic rather than just the topic name. For example, instead of searching for ‘Warwick castle’ search for Guy de Bello Campo or instead of ‘The Peasants’ Revolt of 1381’ search for Wat Tyler. Other resources such as the National Library of Wales and the British Library can be used to search for more popular manuscripts such as Historia Regum Britanniae. Limiting the search to exact phrases with quotation marks is also helpful (ex. “Warwick” or “the earl of Warwick”). Limiting the search by subject such as ‘law and justice’ or ‘landholding and inheritance’ are especially helpful in finding archives associated with the topic. 
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