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[bookmark: _Toc234858935]Section 1: Introducing the Research Paper and Topic Development

The paper that has been chosen for this assessment is “She Didn’t Know How to Go Back: School Attendance Problems in the Context of the COVID-19 Pandemic” by Brontë McDonald, Kathryn J. Lester, and Daniel Michelson from the British Journal of Educational Psychology, 2022. The current study is a qualitative study, which investigated the factors contributing to School Attendance Problems (SAPs) of primary school children following COVID-19 pandemic (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023; Heyne et al. 2019) and provided recommendations of what could help school attendance through collaboration with families, schools and community services.
The research topic was shaped by the increased attendance issues in schools which emerged after schools reopened post-COVID-19 lockdowns (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2022). Research had already begun to show that the problem of school attendance is correlated with the negative impacts of education, mental health problems, school dropouts and joblessness later in life (Kearney, 2008; Havik, Bru and Ertesvåg, 2015). But the researchers were able to see there were some significant knowledge gaps. Studies in this area have tended to concentrate on quantitative data, secondary school students or on individual risk factors with very few studies addressing the experiences and perspectives of parents and education professionals, especially for those working in primary school. The COVID-19 pandemic presented new issues (UNESCO, 2021; Department for Education, 2022), such as worries about returning to school, a disruption of everyday life, less interaction between school and families, and greater pressure on children with Special Educational Needs (SEN). 
The study included primary school-age children who were having problems with school attendance as well as their parents and professionals in primary education in Southern England. Headteachers, teachers, an education psychologist, an education mental health practitioner and an education SEN coordinator participated. The researchers were able to include the perspectives of a range of stakeholders to highlight shared challenges to school attendance and propose the design of feasible interventions that can promote children's wellbeing. 
It is a significant topic in the context of health and social care within the UK as children's attendance is closely related to their physical health, emotional health and social wellbeing (Department for Education, 2022; NMC, 2018). Long-term health inequalities, educational disadvantage, social isolation, depression and anxiety are potential risks of persistent absence. The results highlight the need for early action, a clear communication between families and schools and collaborative working between education, health and social care practitioners in relation to vulnerable children. 
[bookmark: _Toc234858936]Section 2: Understanding the Purpose and Research Question

The main aim of this research was to gain a deeper understanding (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023) of the issue of School Attendance Problems (SAPs) in the primary school setting in the context of the COVID-19 pandemic and what community-based strategies would be effective in supporting children and families impacted by the school attendance problem (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2022). The researcher’s questions were: 
1- What factors are linked to school attendance issues during the COVID-19 pandemic?
2- Formal and informal support given and its effectiveness? 
3- What interventions and implementation strategies are needed to better meet the needs of children who have challenges with school attendance? 

[bookmark: _Toc234858937]Section 3: Understanding the Research Methods  
Quantitative research deals with collecting data in numeric form which can be measured and analyzed statistically. In quantitative research, the relationship between variables is studied (Polit and Beck, 2021), hypotheses are tested and patterns are found in larger populations (Creswell and Creswell, 2018). Common quantitative data collection techniques are structured questionnaires, experiments and surveys with close-ended questions. The results are generally presented in tabular, graphical, and statistical format and percentages, enabling generalisation of the results to a larger population. 
Qualitative research on the other hand, is about the feeling, opinions, behaviors and perceptions of people. Qualitative research instead is used to gather descriptive information, for example, through interviews, focus group, observation or open-ended questionnaires (Denzin and Lincoln, 2018) (Bryman, 2016). 
The selected research paper uses a qualitative research approach (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). The researchers wanted to gain insight into parents and professional’s experiences and perspectives of school attendance difficulties (SAPs) after the COVID-19 pandemic in primary school children. The researchers did not aim to quantify attendance rates, but instead wanted to understand why children were having difficulty returning to school and how this could be supported.
The researchers used a two-part qualitative research design (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023). In Phase One, qualitative surveys with open-ended questions were given to parents and education professionals. These surveys examined the participant’s experiences of school attendance issues before and during the COVID-19 pandemic, the support they had received and what they felt was needed to enhance that support. The results of these surveys were then used to develop the second stage of the research. Phase Two involved carrying out semi-structured interviews with a smaller number of parents and professionals. 
Primary data collection was done in the study and not secondary data collection. Primary data are information gathered first-hand by the researcher for the purpose of the research in order to provide answers to the research questions. These include interviews, questionnaires, surveys, focus groups and observations (Saunders, Lewis and Thornhill, 2019). Primary data is very relevant data because it is gathered specifically for the present research project. 
This research is primary data (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2023) which was obtained directly from participants. Parents of primary school children with school attendance issues were recruited via social media groups and professionals (headteachers, teachers, education psychologists, education mental health practitioners, special educational needs coordinators (SENCOs)) were recruited through schools, local authorities and professional networks in Southern England. There were 29 parents and 19 professionals in Phase One and 10 parents and 12 professionals in Phase Two. The diversity of the participants allowed for the collection of various viewpoints, enhancing the richness and validity of the results (Lincoln and Guba, 1985). 
[bookmark: _Toc234858938]Section 4: Conclusion

This report examined the study "She Didn't Know How to Go Back: School Attendance Issues During the COVID-19 Pandemic" by McDonald, Lester and Michelson (2022) that was selected for this assignment. The report outlined the research topic and explained why there were problems with school attendance (as a consequence of the Covid-19 pandemic), leading to the development of the study as well as the relevance of this in the UK health and social care setting. It also discussed the research goals and objectives, which were to gain an understanding of the factors that impact on attendance issues in school and the best ways to support children and their families (McDonald, Lester and Michelson, 2022). Moreover, the report discussed the methodology of the research conducted, including quantitative, qualitative, and mixed methods of research and identified the study as mixed methods research which involved primary research using surveys and semi-structured interviews.
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