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The Economy of Thasos
This paper will seek to trace the development of the economy of the island of Thasos in the archaic and classical periods. It will seek to understand the interplay between the economy and that of the government, social and cultural spheres. It will utilise models of the ancient economy to aid a better understanding of the Thasian economy at various levels such as that of the oikios , the economy of the island and it’s peraia , whether elements of a producer economy developed and the role of imports and exports on the economy and how this related to wider understanding of the political, social and cultural landscape.
It will seek to explore the role of silver and gold mining and in particular the effect of the loss of its peraia in the 460’s BCE due to Athenian intervention and its effect on the population. It will look at the development of a wine trade of such significance that vines appeared on Thasian coins and according to some analysis was very much export orientated. It will examine the significance of the quarrying of marble for export. Both ancient sources, literary, epigraphic, archaeological and numismatic and secondary sources will be utilised.
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