Cyprus Is Looking For Closure In Archaeology video review

 The violence that took place from December 1963 during the Cypriot civil war is a kind of violence that is hard to forget. There us much debate over the nature of the violence as the two sides that took part in this civil war will call it different things. The Turkish side of the conflict calls the civil war a revolt and the Grecian side call the civil war an act of genocide (Varnava, 2013). Despite the importance of his historical background the video being reviewed is more focused on using archaeology to move forward and find attempt to mend the wounds of the past by providing blameless closure to the Cypriot people of modern day. 
PBS news broadcasted a spotlight on the United Nations efforts in trying to bring a peaceful and non-violent solution to the Cypriot problem (PBS News, 2017). The news spotlight is meant for audiences who do not know much about the Cypriot civil war as there is a brief explanation on the quelled violence by each side. The narrator, who plays the role as an audience surrogate to ask questions and move the interviews along is playing a secondary role to the archaeologist who are working on the projects that the U.N commission is working on. The video follows multiple interviews as they talk about how they are moving forward from the civil war and how they are utallising archaeology in order to do so. There is even later mention of there being other labs in other war torn countries being trained such as Syria and iran.
The information that the video piece provides is extremely bare as it makes no mentions of large event such as the 1974 coup that took place in Cyprus(Bryant, 2012) or any other key events. Instead, the piece appears to take a Bi-partisan approach to this as it seeks to highlight the cooperation between the Greeks and the Turkish. With that in mind there is still and active effort to show the long distance that Cyprus still must go before the healing is complete. This is shown by a specific shot where the camera is facing two men on a bench they are separated on both ends of the bench and the word in between the two is a plaque which reads “peace” (PBS News, 2017) the importance of this shot is to visually set the tone of the piece of media as the first part of this clip is dedicated to giving a rough overview of what is has happened as an affect and where the country is now politically in the civil war. Interestingly as an elaboration of this bi-partisan approach to the Cypriot civil war and its after math there is lack of reference to the political leanings of either party. As this piece is an American made video there is bias to  communists parties due to propaganda such as the red scare and the cold war(Foster, 2000) so it may be an intentional choice as to not make the viewers arrive at a conclusion the video is not trying to arrive to. 
Throughout the video there is a distinct lack of music as what appears to be an intentional choice. The video appears to take a serious academic and sympathetic tone. But it is important that it does not establish an air of hopelessness which more mournful music would do. Instead, there is no music in order to keep an air of professionalism. There are also three interviews with experts in the field who them themselves are working on making note of who has been buried in these mass graves with the express notion to never assign blame or cause of death. This approach is also shown to extend to the public as there are search teams made of equal Turkish and Grecian Cypriots. This express attempt to keep the groups equal seems to be both symbolic and has its own usage in quelling the inherent tensions that would form in these groups as the cyprian people as a whole seem to have a tradition of civil violence and distain (Stavrinides, 1975). 
The video then seeks to humanize with a story about one of the archaeologists that are working on identifying the corpses and skeletons seen in the mass graves. She then proceeded to reveal that it was her grandfather that was in the one who was found and the relief it gave to her family. (PBS News, 2017) The narrator then explains that this is the real point of why the U.N established these archaeologists within the green zone  which is an effort to begin moving forward and notifying families of as many people as possible to give closure to the grieving families that has lost these people and never had them confirmed dead. Despite the acknowledgement that these archaeologists will not find everyone (PBS News, 2017) the point is that they are making active efforts in order to allow for both sides of the past civil war to move on and reconcile.
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