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AIM(S)

· To enable the students to examine how we ‘assess’ the environment so that evidence based policy decisions can be formulated.  They will develop the skills to write, apply and critically appraise: Impact Assessments, Ecological Footprints and landscape evaluations.   


LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to demonstrate the ability to:

1. Critically assess ecological footprints and their application to environmental management

2. Critically assess an Impact Assessment.

3. Evaluate and critique environmental assessment and policy practice interface.


INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Historic background to Impact Assessment and their influence on the natural and human environment.

· Land-use planning: a 21st century assessment

· Environmental impact: prediction and qualitative/quantitative assessment.

· Planning, compensation and mitigation.

· How to use and apply REAP

· Ecological and carbon footprints: ‘Where’ did they come from and ‘where’ are they going.

· Ecological footprints and integrated coastal zone management.

· Ecological footprints and their use in events management.

· Socio economic deprivation and the ecological footprints

· Ecological footprints: From individual to global.

· Landscape evaluation: Leopold to the present day.

· Quantitative versus qualitative landscape evaluation. 

· Environmental management (ISO 14001, Green Dragon, ecological footprint and sustainability appraisal).


LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY

Students will explore the module’s content using a variety of teaching methods; 
lectures, seminars, case studies, fieldwork and conference. 

The allocation of teaching to deliver the module is:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	60
	30

	Independent learning
	140
	70

	Placement learning
	0
	0

	TOTAL
	200
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1 – 100%

A formal report of 6000 words, has to be submitted, along with relevant maps and plans (if accessible) of the development selected.

Exemplar

Identify a construction project that has undergone an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). Evaluate the Environmental Statement (ES)  (this is a non-technical summary of the EIA and should be easily available for public scrutiny.)

Write a report that critiques the ES, identifying any areas that have been neglected, and offer suggestions for improving the way in which ES’s are written. It is important that you identify where the development you have selected fits within the planning strategy for that area, and whether or not it was included in a Strategic Environmental Assessment, Unitary Development Plan, Spatial Plan or Local Development Plan.

You must also provide details of the actual impacts that were assessed against the scoping opinion provided by the competent authority, prior to the planning application.

Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written
	0

	Coursework
	100

	Practical
	0

	TOTAL
	100%
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Other (due to the nature of the subject articles tend to appear in a range of journals depending how the ecological footprint methodology has been applied.)
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