Interpreting your assessment
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Instructional verbs

Can you identify the instructional verbs used in your Assessment?

Assessment Component 2 – 50% (Submitted to Turnitin on or before 28th March 2018)
Coursework:   A Personal Learning Environment (equivalent to 2000 words).
Present a visual representation of your digital personal learning environment (PLE) that illustrates your used of digital technology on your undergraduate programme thus far and set out a critical reflection of this use in your own learning, evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of your own digital literacy.

Analysing the topic
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Subject:
It is broadly about the use of digital technology in learning

Aspect
You have been asked to focus on your personal learning environment in relation to the use of digital technology

Restrictions or expansions:
You have been asked to refer to undergraduate learning

Viewpoint
That your use and understanding of digital learning may important to your digital literacy – in which you are expected to argue for or against and come to some judgement based on the evidence.


Questioning the question


What is meant by a PLE, personal learning environment and how is it related to other concepts or other types of learning environments.

What is meant by digital technology and why might this be important for undergraduate learning?

What is meant by digital literacy and why might this be important for undergraduate learning?

How will I judge my own digital literacy – against what?

What digital technologies will I consider in order to provide evidence of use and to be able to make judgements against what I have come to find out about using digital technology in learning?

What are my first thoughts in relation to arguments ‘for’ and ‘against’?

What key words might I use to find out what is known from the academic literature or other sources?

Where will I look?



Writing your essay

OK you have thought about and interpreted the question and have started to organise some ideas.  The next stage in writing is to get something on paper and write a first draft

Remind yourself about what it is you are being asked to do

The instructional verbs will determine what type of writing you are going to undertake.

Illustrate: Explain or clarify something by the use of diagrams, figures or concrete examples.

Critique: Identify the weaknesses of certain theories, opinions or claims, and give your judgement about their merit. Support your judgements with a discussion of the evidence and the reasoning involved.

Evaluate: Make an appraisal of the worth of something, an argument or a set of beliefs, in the light of their truth or usefulness. This does involve making your own value judgements, but not just naked opinion: they must be backed up by argument and justification.



Illustrate: Draw and explain or clarify what your use of digital technologies are in your own PLE.

Critique: Describe how technologies you use and don’t use are used for learning by undergraduates. Identify through the literature the weaknesses of certain theories, opinions or claims that have been made, and give your judgement about their merit. Support your judgements with a discussion of the evidence and the reasoning involved adding your own experiences of using digital technologies for learning and your own perception of your digital literacy

Evaluate: Make an appraisal of the worth of using digital technologies in learning, an argument or a set of beliefs, in the light of others (from studies of student use in the literature) and your own personal experiences. This does involve making your own value judgements, but not just naked opinion: they must be backed up by argument and justification fro those arguments.


So finally you might consider a title that wraps all this up in a simple short question or statement.

e.g. Are digital technologies good for learning and what might be appropriate digital literacy for undergraduates today?

e.g. Digital Literacy: Undergraduates use of digital technologies for learning


So finally how or what might you need to do to achieve this?
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Now try to write some smart objectives to make a ‘start’ with your essay




First draft


Structure
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Writing an Introduction

[bookmark: _GoBack]Lets take a look at the writing and introduction hand-out.  You are asked in your pre-work for next week to complete a ‘draft’ introduction.  So looking at a model might be useful.

You could either re-write your introduction for Assessment 1
Or
Have a first stab at an introduction for Assessment 2 (Preferred option)
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The next step is to analyse your question even further.

Once you are clear about what you are being asked to do, you should identify the broad topic, and then
the aspects of the topic you've been asked to write about. This will help you to make sure you stay on
track with answering the actual question that's been set as well as staying focused when you start
searching for information.

You may want to try breaking your question down into the following parts:

« Subject matter or topic: What is the broad topic you have been asked to look at?

* Aspect or focus (could be more than one): What aspects of the subject matter is the question
about?

* Restrictions or expansions: What are the restrictions or expansions you have to consider?

« Viewpoint: Are you being asked to consider a particular viewpoint?
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PLANNING YOUR TIME
FOR YOUR ASSIGNMENT

S-M-A-R-T OBJECTIVES

A great way to start planning your time is with smart objectives. When creating a S-M-A-R-T action
plan ask yourself whether your tasks are:

Specific
o Are they clearly identifiable, or are they vague?

Measurable

« What are your success criteria? If your goals are not measurable, how will you know when
you've achieved them?

Action-orientated
« What are your goals and how will you achieve them?

Realistic
* Are they “do-able”? Are they achievable given the limited time and resources you have?

Time-bound
« Have you set a deadline? Can you say what needs to be done, by whom, and by what time?
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Example - Read and make notes on main set text (Pearce and Turner, 1990) for climate change
essay:

“Identify and discuss barriers preventing effective global action on climate change”

Specific
« lwill read Chapter 11 ‘Pollution-Control Policy in Mixed Economies’ tonight

Measurable
* | will have covered one substantive element of this topic

Action-orientated
L will take Cornell-style notes (see ‘Note-Making’ guide), identify key evidence and data on
post-its and produce a mind-map

Realistic
 One chapter is ok because i's dense material and | need to get to sleep early to be ready for my
work shift tomorrow

Time-bound
L will start at 6pm and finish by 9pm
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STRUCTURE

INTRODUCTION 5%

Your introduction tells the reader how you will answer the question. Your introduction should:
* comment on the titleor topic of the essay

« define or explain any difficult or ambiguous terms in the title

«  direct the reader by stating which aspects of the topic you intend to cover and why.

MAIN BODY 85%

Answer the question! Answer in a chain of paragraphs that buil
contain 1 big idea and should:

introduce the idea

define any concepts

offer an argument

offer and discuss evidence

make a final point.

The reader is asking you - and in your writing you should answer - the following questions:
what is this paragraph about?

what exactly s that?

what is your argument on this (in relation to the question)?

what is your evidence?

what does it mean?

whatis the final point (in relation to the question)?

and present a case. Each paragraph should

CONCLUSION 10%

Your conclusion should:

re-state your arguments

re-state your points

have no new evidence

prove that you have answered the whole question

make recommendations if applicable.

Some think you should write a draft firt so you know where you are going, and re-write it when you're finished.
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Water is a scarce resource in many parts of the world. Discuss the privatisation of water
as aresponse to the situation. Refer to specific projects in developing countries to

illustrate your answer. (3500 word essay)
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Essays are used to assess your understanding of specific content and your ability to
explain the material in your own words. They can vary in length from an average of 2,000
words for undergraduate essays to 4,000 for postgraduate. Check your assignment

guidelines for details.
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Different instructional verbs require different approach to essay writing. What does your
essay ask you to do? Does it ask you to argue a point, or discuss a variety of points, or

analyse a proposition or make a recommendation?
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Essays are usually written in a discursive style, one which discusses a problem. They
include: an introduction where you set out your ideas, and how you are going to respond
to the essay question, the main body of your argument, and a conclusion. These
different sections are usually written as one continuous piece of writing; they are rarely

separated using section headings or bullet points.
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Essays use different referencing techniques (e.g. Harvard) to indicate where ideas from

other writers have been used. Check which referencing style your department uses.
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