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As previously outlined by the author within the methodology section, the primary research conducted as part for research project will be completed by the dissemination of questionnaires to serving police officers within South Wales Police. The questionnaires were completed by both roads policing officers and response officers, with the aim of obtaining their views and opinions on roads policing. The questions provided the author with both quantitative and qualitative data as a range of questions were asked relating to the views of the participant and how strongly they agree or disagree with a certain statement. In total, the total sample size for the questionnaires was 50; 20 roads policing officers and 30 response officers. 

The purpose of the primary research conducted was to ascertain the views of current serving police officers and answer the final two research objectives previously outlined. Throughout this section, the author will look at each objective in turn and analyse the questionnaire responses to answer each of the objectives. The author will also link the key themes and data of the primary research back to the secondary research which was conducted within the literature review.

The first research objective which the primary research aimed to answer was ‘To what extent is the reduction of roads policing officers responsible for the large number of casualties and fatalities on UK roads every year?’ Whilst the questionnaires cannot directly answer this research objective with a statistical and definitive answer, the questionnaires undertaken can ascertain the views of current roads policing officers regarding the issue of low officer levels. The responses received on this specific issue are displayed within figure 1 below.













(Figure 1 – questionnaire responses from roads policing officers on selected questions)

In analysing the data, there is a clear theme which is presented and the views of roads policing officers can be ascertained. 60% of roads policing officers stated they either strongly disagree or disagree with the statement ‘I feel there are adequate roads policing officers to meet demand’. This clearly demonstrates that there is a lack of roads policing officers at present and demand is not being meet. It is also evident that this lack of roads policing officers is having a detrimental impact on the ability of roads policing officers to proactively police the roads. 45% of roads policing officers strongly disagree or disagree with the statement ‘I feel that I have enough free time to proactively police the roads’ and 20% neither disagree nor agree. Only 40% of roads policing officers felt that currently have enough free time to proactively police the roads.

The data collected through the primary research conducted by the author can be analysed and contrasted to the secondary research. A main theme of roads policing identified during the literature review was that roads policing has two main functions where are apprehension and deterrence. These are generally best achieved through the enforcement of traffic laws and the application of penalties to those who breach traffic laws (Norbury, 2020). In analysing and interpreting the response from roads policing officers, it is clear that the lack of roads policing officers within policing is having a negative impact on the ability of the police to effectively enforce traffic laws owing to a lack of free time and this will have a detrimental impact on road safety as outlined in Norbury’s report. Furthermore, the lack of roads policing officers is having an impact on officer welfare and fuelling a negative policing culture as the responses received were generally negative. It can also be ascertained that the lack of roads policing officers is clearly an issues with resonates with serving officers and there is an agreed ideology amongst serving officers that more roads policing officers are required, with 80% of roads policing officers either agreeing or strongly agreeing with the statement ‘I believe that more roads policing officers would benefit the public and improve road safety by reducing road traffic collisions.’

The second research objective which the primary research aimed to answer was ‘Can effective roads policing be carried out by those within the police who are not specifically roads policing officers?’ In order to answer this objective, the author used the responses given by response officers who’s general role is to attend at all types of calls as they are received and not specifically police the roads. The answers given by response officers is presented in figure 2 below. 

  




Figure 2 –Questionnaire responses from response officers on selected questions 

Response officers were asked their opinion of the statement ‘I feel that I have adequate free time to proactively police the roads’, just as roads policing officers were asked. The theme of responses to this question continues and there is clearly an issue with free time to proactively patrol both with roads policing officers and response officers. However, the issues is far worse with response officers as 87% of respondents strongly disagreed or disagreed with the statement.  When the data is analysed, it is clear to see that the extra demand placed on the reduced numbers of roads policing officers cannot be filled by response officers due to a lack of time and the demand of other policing matter placed upon response officers. Furthermore, response officers were asked their opinion of the statement ‘I feel I have the correct equipment to police the roads’, 66% of respondents stated their strongly disagreed or disagreed with the statement. To conclude, it is clear from the data that response officers cannot effectively police the roads owing to a lack of time and a lack of the equipment. 

Within the literature review, a common theme was established that police enforcement increases compliance with traffic law which in turn reduces road traffic accidents. This positive action leads to a lowering in the number of casualties and fatalities on roads (Norbury, 2020). Furthermore, it is also established that focused and increased enforcement surrounding speeding laws greatly decreased the amount of casualties and fatalities on roads (Elvik, 2001). The data collected within the primary research shows that roads policing is currently not being carried out effectively and the key ideas and themes within the research on roads policing are not being followed. As such, the roads within South Wales Police force area are not being effectively policed. 









Questionnaire responses from roads policing officers on selected questions

Strongly Disagree	I feel there are adequate roads policing officers to meet demand 	I feel I have enough free time to practively police the roads	I believe that more roads policing officers would benefit the public and improve road safety by reducing road traffic collisons	6	4	0	Disagree	I feel there are adequate roads policing officers to meet demand 	I feel I have enough free time to practively police the roads	I believe that more roads policing officers would benefit the public and improve road safety by reducing road traffic collisons	6	5	1	Neither agree nor disagree	I feel there are adequate roads policing officers to meet demand 	I feel I have enough free time to practively police the roads	I believe that more roads policing officers would benefit the public and improve road safety by reducing road traffic collisons	4	3	3	Agree	I feel there are adequate roads policing officers to meet demand 	I feel I have enough free time to practively police the roads	I believe that more roads policing officers would benefit the public and improve road safety by reducing road traffic collisons	3	5	10	Strongly Agree	I feel there are adequate roads policing officers to meet demand 	I feel I have enough free time to practively police the roads	I believe that more roads policing officers would benefit the public and improve road safety by reducing road traffic collisons	1	3	6	



Questionnaire responses from response officers on selected questions 

Strongly disagree	I feel that I have adequate free time to proactively police the roads 	I feel I am adequately trained to police the roads effectively	I feel I have the appropriate equipemtn to effectively police the roads	I feel I am rewarded for proactively policing the roads 	21	15	10	11	Disagree	I feel that I have adequate free time to proactively police the roads 	I feel I am adequately trained to police the roads effectively	I feel I have the appropriate equipemtn to effectively police the roads	I feel I am rewarded for proactively policing the roads 	5	9	10	11	Neither  agree nor disagree	I feel that I have adequate free time to proactively police the roads 	I feel I am adequately trained to police the roads effectively	I feel I have the appropriate equipemtn to effectively police the roads	I feel I am rewarded for proactively policing the roads 	2	3	5	4	Agree	I feel that I have adequate free time to proactively police the roads 	I feel I am adequately trained to police the roads effectively	I feel I have the appropriate equipemtn to effectively police the roads	I feel I am rewarded for proactively policing the roads 	2	2	3	2	Strongly agree	I feel that I have adequate free time to proactively police the roads 	I feel I am adequately trained to police the roads effectively	I feel I have the appropriate equipemtn to effectively police the roads	I feel I am rewarded for proactively policing the roads 	0	1	2	2	
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