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HPHI4903 –                     'Pathways to Evil': Genocide - History, Theory and Denial

Assignment Two – 
‘What does primary source x tells us about perpetrators/ victims/ denial of my chosen genocide?’
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‘The Last Jew in Vinnytsia’ 






















The primary source[footnoteRef:1] I have chosen is a photograph known as 'The Last Jew in Vinnytsia', which is from the Holocaust.[footnoteRef:2] The Holocaust resulted in the Nazis terrorising millions of lives from 30 January 1933 to 08 May 1945 as a part of their 'Final Solution'[footnoteRef:3] until the Liberation[footnoteRef:4] of Concentration Camps[footnoteRef:5] across Europe. [1:  Unknown (photographer), ‘Vinnitsa, Ukraine, An SS man shooting a man's head over a mass grave, probably 1941’. <https://photos.yadvashem.org/photo-details.html?language=en&item_id=82475&ind=2> [accessed 13 March 2023].]  [2:  Imperial War Museums, What Was The Holocaust? (2023) <https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/what-was-the-holocaust> [accessed 14 March 2023].]  [3:  Holocaust Matters, What was The Final Solution? (2018) <https://www.holocaustmatters.org/what-was-the-final-solution/> [accessed 16 March 2023].]  [4:  Imperial War Museum, Liberation Of The Concentration Camps (2023) <https://www.iwm.org.uk/history/liberation-of-the-concentration-camps> [accessed 16 March 2023].]  [5:  The Weiner Holocaust Library (The Holocaust Explained), Types of Camps (2023) <https://www.theholocaustexplained.org/the-camps/types-of-camps/concentration-camps/> [accessed 17 March 2023].] 

The primary source captures a difficult moment in history where an Einsatzgruppen[footnoteRef:6] member is about to execute an unknown Ukrainian Jewish man while being looked at by approximately fifteen SS 'Schutzstaffel'[footnoteRef:7] and Reichsarbeitsdienst ‘Reich Labour Service’[footnoteRef:8] members. Underneath the Jewish man, several dead bodies lay huddled over one another who have all suffered the same fate.  [6:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Einsatzgruppen and other ss and police units in the soviet union (2023) <https:// encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/einsatzgruppen-and-other-ss-and-police-units-in-the-soviet-union> [accessed 14 March 2023].]  [7:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, The SS (2023) <https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/ss> [accessed 14 March 2023].]  [8:  FeldGrau.com, The German Reichsarbeitsdienst (Reich Labour Service) (2023) <https://www.feldgrau.com/ww2-german-national-work-service-reichsarbeitsdienst/> [accessed 14 March 2023].] 

The source is from Vinnytsia, Ukraine,[footnoteRef:9] and is thought to have been from July 1941[footnoteRef:10] and September 1941.[footnoteRef:11] The title 'The Last Jew in Vinnytsia'[footnoteRef:12] was given by the holder as it was written on the back of the source and believed to have belonged to a dead soldier. As known by documented history, this became the fate of many Jews as the Holocaust was fully operational at this time. Some historians say the mass murder of Jews in Ukrainian was the 'Holocaust by Bullets'.[footnoteRef:13]    [9:  Yad Vashem The World Holocaust Remembrance Center, Vinnitsa (2023) <https://collections.yadvashem.org/en/untold-stories/ community/14621890-Vinnitsa> [accessed 14 March 2023].]  [10:  Yad Vashem The World Holocaust Remembrance Center, July 1941, a Member of the Waffen-SS Shoots a Jew at a Mass Grave in Vinnitsa, Ukraine (2023) <https://www.yadvashem.org/holocaust/this-month/july/1941-3.html> [accessed 13 March 2023].]  [11:  Rare Historical Photos, The last Jew in Vinnitsa, 1941 (2023) <https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/last-jew-vinnitsa-1941/> [accessed 13 March 2023].]  [12:  Unknown (photographer), ‘The Last Jew in Vinnitsa, 1941’ <https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/last-jew-vinnitsa-1941/> [accessed 13 March 2023].]  [13:  National WW2 Museum, The “Holocaust by Bullets” in Ukraine (2022) <https://www.nationalww2museum.org/ war/articles/ ukraine-holocaust> [accessed 14 March 2023].] 

In a blog by Jack Lipinsky[footnoteRef:14] from 2013, he teaches his students that three groups are involved in the Holocaust: perpetrators, bystanders, and victims. I thoroughly agree with this statement, and in the case of 'The Last Jew in Vinnytsia', you can see who is a part of each group. The perpetrator is the operative holding the gun; the bystanders are the others standing there observing; the victims are the poor souls who have already been killed and, of course, the gentleman kneeling on edge, ready for his fate. I would also add that the bystanders are perpetrators just as equally as they are allowing this to happen and not intervening. [14:  Jack Lipinsky, ’ “The Last Jew in Vinnitsa": How Media provides a way to understand Perpetrators/Bystanders/Victims,’ Facing History & Ourselves, April 7 2013. <https://facingcanada.facinghistory.org/the-last-jew-in-vinnitsa-how-media-provides-a-way-to-understand-perpetratorsbystanders victims/> [accessed 15 March 2023].] 

The primary source indisputably tells you who the perpetrators of the Holocaust are and how they are not fazed by eliminating innocent people. In addition, the source shows an example of the inhumane and barbaric killing techniques used by the Nazis; this does become more evident throughout the Holocaust as a result of the Final Solution.
On the other hand, the individuals present are noticeably unhappy but can be seen not intervening with their comrade. Many operatives in the Einsatzgruppen were part of the German Security Police (Sicherheitspolizei, SiPo)[footnoteRef:15] and the Security Service (Sicherheitsdienst, SD).[footnoteRef:16] However, most of these operatives were ordinary people before the Holocaust began whose last option was to join the Nazis in some way to survive. Maybe, in this case, some operatives may not 100% know what they had officially signed themselves up to; Battalion 101[footnoteRef:17] are an example of this. C.R. Browning documents the Battalion's challenges and inhumane acts in his book 'Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and the Final Solution in Poland'.[footnoteRef:18] A powerful quote from this book: [15:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, The Security Police (SIPO) (2021) <https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en /article/the-security-police-sipo> [accessed 15 March 2023].]  [16:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, The Sicherheitsdienst (SD) (2021) <https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/ article/the-sicherheitsdienst-sd> [accessed 15 March 2023].]  [17:  Jewish Virtual Library, Nazi Perpetrators: Reserve Police Battalion 101 (2023) <https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/reserve-police-battalion-101> [accessed 17 March 2023].]  [18:  C. R. Browning, Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and The Final Solution in Poland, (New York: Harper Perennial, 1992), p. 55-70.] 

"Be happy that you don't have to come. You'll see what happens." Sergeant Heinrich Steinmetz warned his men of Third Platoon, Second Company, that "he didn't want to see any cowards." Additional ammunition was given out.? One policeman reported that his unit was given whips."[footnoteRef:19]  [19:  Browning, Ordinary Men: Reserve Police Battalion 101 and The Final Solution in Poland, p. 56.] 

From this quote, it shows that some operatives were forced to kill or attack innocent Jews and other individuals because they feared being called a 'coward' or, worst, killed, and so the last option was to mask how they felt. This could have been the case in this source. To further support this idea, a blurred individual at the centre of the source can be seen fighting to the pit's edge where the dead bodies lie. This individual could have been trying to intervene and stop the killing or even refused to execute the order themselves prior. 
Another reason for this blurred figure could be; that the individual is trying to get a closer/ better look at the action. Nevertheless, the strong impression I gained from this source is that it was staged and produced for the Nazis as they documented various moments in their regime to show their superiority. This is because the photo composition fills the frame perfectly and follows the rule of thirds[footnoteRef:20] which may suggest that the photographer might have photography expertise. With this in mind, could the blurred operative be the photographer who could not estimate his camera timer? [20:  Adobe, Rule of Thirds (2023) <https://www.adobe.com/uk/creativecloud/photography/discover/rule-of-thirds.html> [accessed 16 March 2023].  ] 

The threat of death or capture haunted every Jew and anyone other who was on the Nazis' target list throughout the Holocaust. From the source, you can see who the victims are. The Jew is on his knees, waiting for the operative behind him to decide his fate and the bodies that lie before him. The Jew has no expression, likely because he knows the outcome. Sources like these show how barbaric and inhumane the Nazis became to fulfil their Final Solution. As we know from history, the few individuals displayed in the source became some of the first victims of the Holocaust. Various Einsatzgruppen deployments and local collaborators went on to kill an estimated 1.5 million[footnoteRef:21] Jews in Ukraine. The number of Jews killed continued to increase significantly throughout the Holocaust; this was just the start. [21:  National WW2 Museum, 2022.] 

A testimony of a German Army Officer, Oberleutnant (Lieutenant) Erwin Bingel[footnoteRef:22] who witnessed multiple mass killings in Vinnytsia and other events across Europe, shares in detail how brutally the Jews were killed. This testimony was documented as a part of the Nuremberg Trial.[footnoteRef:23] Testimonies such as Oberleutnant Bingel's and the source work hand in hand to show the world the true colours of the Nazis and other collaborators. [22:  Erwin Bingel, The Extermination of In Ukrainian Jewish Communities <https://www.yadvashem.org/ untoldstories/documents/studies/Erwin_Bingel.pdf> {accessed 17 March 2023] (1945).]  [23:  The International Court of Justice: Custodian of the archives of the International Military Tribunal at Nuremberg,  Nuremberg Trial Archives <https://www.icj-cij.org/public/files/library-of-the-court/library-of-the-court-en.pdf> [accessed 17 March 2023] (2017).] 

Local collaborators across Europe supported the Nazis and worked alongside them. For example, in Vinnytsia, the Militia shared the same brutal killing tactics as the Nazis and worked alongside them in killing the Jews. Oberleutnant Bingel shares in detail how innocents would be killed; this also supports that it was not just the Nazis who killed. 
‘Ukrainian Militia on horseback, armed with pistols, rifles and long, straight cavalry swords, were riding wildly inside and around the town park. As far as we could make out, they were driving people along before their horses- men, women, and children. A shower of bullets was then fired at this human mass. Those not hit outright were struck down with the swords.’[footnoteRef:24] [footnoteRef:25] [24:  Erwin Bingel, The Extermination of In Ukrainian Jewish Communities <https://www.yadvashem.org/untoldstories/documents
/studies/Erwin_Bingel.pdf> pg. 310. [accessed 17 March 2023] (1945).]  [25:  Rare Historical Photos, 2023.] 

The Nazis did not just want to kill the Jews, they wanted to remove any trace of them, and when killing in mass, the Nazis found ways to do this by including chloride of lime in the graves. This is just one example that later became a trend for the Nazis to use.
‘those of the second row were now ordered to step forward. The men in this row were ordered to step out and were handed shovels with which to heap chloride of lime upon the still partly-moving bodies in the ditch. Thereafter, they returned to the tables and undressed.’[footnoteRef:26] [footnoteRef:27] [26:  Erwin Bingel, The Extermination of In Ukrainian Jewish Communities <https://www.yadvashem.org/untoldstories/documents
/studies/Erwin_Bingel.pdf> pg. 307 [accessed 17 March 2023] (1945).]  [27:  Rare Historical Photos, 2023.] 

As a result of the Final Solution and the Holocaust, a further estimated 20 million[footnoteRef:28] were killed. Jews and other individuals targeted by the Nazis, such as homosexuals, Roma Gypsies, and Soviets, were murdered via death squads or in Camps.   [28:  United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, Documenting numbers of victims of the holocaust and Nazi persecution (2020) <https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/content/en/article/documenting-numbers-of-victims-of-the-holocaust-and-nazi-persecution> [accessed 15 March 2023].] 




From my primary source, 'The Last Jew in Vinnytsia' and what is documented in history, it can be understood that the Nazis are the profound perpetrators of the Holocaust. However, with the help of other collaborators, such as the Ukrainian Militia, they were able to work together to try and fulfil the Nazi's Final Solution in an attempt to wipe the Jewish race from the face of the earth. These actions contributed to over 20 million innocent individuals being killed across Europe and all walks of life. Hence, I am unsurprised that such sources have been documented.
Not all Nazis were terrible; some Nazi operatives would go on to be killed or succumb to inhumane treatment in concentration camps because they refused to follow the regime's ways of killing millions of innocents. 
'The Last Jew in Vinnytsia' and other sources now have another purpose in educating the modern world and future generations.
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