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What is Pinterest? 

Founded in 2010, Pinterest is a Website and mobile app. 

It functions as a tool used for collecting, curating, and 
sharing information.  

• www.Pinterest.com 

 

 

http://www.pinterest.com/


Virtual Pinboards 

Pinterest users search and collect material that are featured in 
“virtual pinboards” where users pin images and links, often with 
commentary that are then kept private, or shared, and where 
followers can comment and/or repurpose there use. 



Pinterest is a social bookmarking tool 

• Social bookmarking is a way for people to store, organize, search, and 
manage “bookmarks” of web pages, images, and files.  

• Users save links that they like or want to share, using a social 
bookmarking site to store these links.  

• These bookmarks are usually public, and can be viewed by other 
members of the site where they are stored.  

• Earlier examples include del.icio.us  and digg.com . 

• They are organized by users applying “tags” or keywords to content.  

• Other users can view bookmarks that are associated with a chosen tag, 
and see information about the number of users who have bookmarked 
them. In many cases, users can also comment or vote on bookmarked 
items. 

 

http://del.icio.us/
http://del.icio.us/
http://digg.com/
http://digg.com/






Establishing Collaborative Communities 

Grote-Garcia, and Vasinda, (2014) state that it is important to prepare 
pre-service teachers to integrate tools such as Pinterest, into their 
teaching and learning practices.  

• They explain that social media tools are an excellent venue for 
teachers to connect and collaborate.  

• More specifically, they note that Pinterest is one of the most 
popular resources for educators looking to brainstorm for 
pedagogical ideas and resources.  

• They incorporated Pinterest use into two university-based teacher 
education programs where students were required to utilize 
Pinterest to collaborate on the gathering, assembly, and discussion 
of shared resource collections. 

 



Pinterest With Students 

Knouse and Abreu (2016) found the integration of Pinterest in 
classroom learning to be a motivating experience.  

• They explored the implications with foreign language learners who 
were asked to prepare a collection of cultural artifacts and Websites 
in their target language which were assessed with compositions, 
test scores, in-class discussions, and a post-project survey.  

• They also concluded that student satisfaction was the highest 
among prior Pinterest users, females, and those who indicated an 
interest in using Pinterest prior to the onset of the project. 

 



Curating & Organizing Content 

Jensen (2016) explains that as Web 2.0 reaches its second decade it has 
become even more creative and curatorial.  

• He explains that sites like Twitter, Tumblr, Reddit, and Pinterest 
are built around discourse, commentary, sharing and resharing of 
content which he believed enhances the contemporary teaching 
and learning process.  

• He used Pinterest as a discussion board, peer review module, and 
information repository with students in a blended classroom. 

 









https://www.dontwasteyourtime.co.uk/social-network/using-pinterest-in-the-classroom/ 



Ongoing Study Looking At Pinterest As A Teaching 
Tool 

• A survey was administered to pre-service teachers and co-
operating teachers in the Mid-Atlantic area. 

• N=62 



• Please identify all of the educational 
technologies that you use with students 
(select all that apply) 



Use of Technology Tools in Teaching 

• When asked what educational technology tools they use with 
students the most popular response was multimedia presentations 
such as PowerPoint, followed by online tools and Websites, 
projectors, YouTube, and smart boards.  

• Less popular were learning management systems such as 
Blackboard and Course Sites, educational social media, and 
simulations.  

• Very little use was reported for e-portfolios, clickers, blogs and 
wikis, and traditional discussion forums. 

 



• 67% were existing Pinterest users 

• The most popular uses were: 

• exploration and collection of teaching resources  

• followed by food and drinks,  

• classroom ideas,  

• DIY projects,  

• education,  

• decorating ideas, and  

• art/design/crafting.  

• The least popular uses reported were film and 
entertainment, pets and pet care, outdoor activities, 
and fashion and style 



If you use Pinterest, do you use it to support your 
teaching? 



• 2/3rds of Pinterest users use it to enhance their instruction with 
about ½ using it with students.  

• Most are interested in learning more about Pinterest  

• Most report that it has the potential to enhance both teaching and 
student learning.  



What is Pinterest Useful for: 

• Collecting and curating information and resources as part of lesson planning,  

• sharing lesson plans,  

• brainstorming,  

• aggregating ideas and resources for projects,  

• sharing quotes, and  

• study resources.  

• It was also deemed useful for colleague collaboration, class projects, sharing 
student work, reading lists and materials, and to support units or subjects.  

• It was not reported a useful for announcements or as a means to inform parents. 

 





Part 2 

• Students enrolled in a required educational technology course 
titled Integrating Technology Into The Curriculum were asked to 
create a Pinterest board that they think could specifically enhance 
their teaching and then reflect upon the usefulness of both the 
board and the system. 



• Sixteen pre-service teaching students completed Pinterest boards 
that they personally felt would be useful to their future teaching 
and learning.  

• A number of them specifically curated a collection designed to 
enhance their upcoming student teaching.  

• While some compiled classroom resources, and/or teaching 
resources a few built collections purposed to enhance a specific 
lesson or project.  

• All of the participating students reported that they found Pinterest 
a useful tool that they now plan to use to enhance their teaching 
and learning. 
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