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The Fight for women suffrage in New Zealand.

Introduction
· Background and context- women over the age of 21 gained suffrage in New Zealand on 19th September 1893, following over a decade of campaigning for women’s right to vote. 
· Issue and Contention- New Zealand was one of the first countries to grant the vote to women and was also unusual in that Māori women were included in the Law. What was unique and special about the campaign that allowed them to achieve the vote so far ahead of many European countries and developed democracies? The movement was led by Kate Sheppard along with other suffragist campaigners, who were able to overcome opposition from the liquor trade and hostile politicians, through a campaign of petitions and mass rallies to achieve their goal. However, they were also to use political disagreements in the government to their advantage. 
· Thesis- The campaign for women suffrage in New Zealand was successful due to the unity of women, the leadership of a politically astute figurehead and some historical factors that eased the path to women’s suffrage. 
· Roadmap


Main body:  
New Zealand was a British colony that gained independence and became the first self-governing country. 
The women's suffrage movement in New Zealand began in earnest in the 1880s.
· Men suffrage began in 1860s, which included Māori men. 
· New Zealand was newly independent from British colonial rule. 
The women suffrage movement was led by Kate Sheppard ….. and began organizing through……...
Indigenous women were included from the beginning of the campaign?

· Unity – how did they unite around what issues? 
· How did they campaign? How effective was it? 
(primary source) – show tactics
· What kind of support did the movement gather? 
In 1891, the New Zealand Liberal government entered into power, the Premier John Ballance was an main supporter of the suffrage movement with other politicians such as John Hall, Robert Stout, Julius Vogel and William Fox.[footnoteRef:1] [1:  New Zealand History, ‘Brief History’, Women and the Vote, 2023 <https://nzhistory.govt.nz/politics/womens-suffrage/brief-history> [accessed 7 November 2024].] 

· What was the Opposition? 
The opposition against the women suffrage was particularly done by the Liquor Trade along with some key political figures such as Richard Seddon, also with Henry Smith Fish. Seddon was key to hindering the bill to enfranchise women in 1891 and again in 1892 along with other cabinet ministers in the Legislative council in parliament. The bill for women to have a chance of voting passed the House of Representatives more than once. However, with the divide in the Legislative Council this became a common factor of hindrance to the Bill.[footnoteRef:2]  [2:  New Zealand History, ‘Brief History’.] 

· What did they achieve during this time? – did they change their focus, continue campaigning for women’s rights. 
· How does it impact today? 
Māori woman elected into parliament- 
·  Nanaina Mahuta is first female MP within New Zealand Government to wear the Māori facial tattoo.[footnoteRef:3] [3:  	BBC, ‘New Zealand: Book Pulled after Author Criticises Maori Tattoo’, BBC News, 2020, section Asia <https://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-54805368> [accessed 7 November 2024]. ] 

First female MP- 
· Elizabeth McCombs became first female MP for New Zealand government after forty years when New Zealand women won the vote.[footnoteRef:4] [4:  	New Zealand History, ‘Elizabeth McCombs’, People, 2021 <https://nzhistory.govt.nz/people/elizabeth-mccombs> [accessed 7 November 2024].] 

· A general outlook into how their campaign for women effect women today in New Zealand maybe? 
In 2023, 51% of women are members of New Zealand parliament demonstrating significant increase from 1893 with 9% involved in parliament. [footnoteRef:5] [5:  New Zealand History, ‘Brief History’.] 

· Timeline:
Mary Muller wrote an appeal to men of New Zealand promoting the enfranchisement of women in 1969. Robert Stout proposed an Electoral Bill towards women ratepayers to vote and to be able to become members of the house of representatives in 1878. In the following year, 1879, there is a vote to enfranchise property owners but it was opposed by many members of the cabinet due to wanted the bill to extend to all women. 1885 saw the establishment of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union (WCTU), in 1886 there were fifteen branches. 1887 two petitions entered the House of Representative with 350 signatures. 1888 anther two petitions were signed by 800 women. In 1891 eight petitions were signed by 9000 women with an increased amount from 19,000 women in 1892 to thirteen petitions collectively signed by 32,000 women. The increasing amount of signatures year by year demonstrates unity between all women in New Zealand. This include the Maori women and Pakeha women. The Bill in 1893 that granted women enfranchisement saw Elizabeth Yates to became Mayor of Borough of Onehunga, the first women in the British Empire to be in office to do so. However, it wouldn’t be until 1919 that women to have the right to stand for Parliament in New Zealand. [footnoteRef:6] [6:   	New Zealand History, ‘Women’s Suffrage Milestones’, New Zealand Women and the Vote, 2023 <https://nzhistory.govt.nz/politics/womens-suffrage/suffrage-milestones> [accessed 6 November 2024].] 

Conclusion: 
Summary of each paragraph 
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