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The life and legacies of Gerald of Wales: Interpretations of his work and the creation of identity.

Introduction.
This essay aims to give an overview of how interpretations of Gerald of Wales’ literary work has contributed to the basis from which Victorian historians have orientated their historiographies of the colonization and creation of identity within the British Isles. This essay hooks out and sews together reflections and sentiments from Historians that serve the metanarrative of the Imperialistic Victorian era.

The Life of Gerald of Wales.
The remarkable life of Gerald of Wales and his several literal works can shed light on the formation of national identity of Wales from the 12th century considering all its aspects religious, philosophical, secular, geographical and political. 
He is known under a few names, in Welsh Gerallt Gymro, in Latin Giraldus Cambrensis and the French version Gerald De Barri. He can be considered to emanate the characteristics of a prominent figure of his time, being an administrator, churchman, student and lawyer.[footnoteRef:5806]  [5806:  Roberts,F.B. (1982) Gerald of Wales. University of Wales Press.] 

He is thought to have been born in 1146 at Manorbier (Maenor Pyr) castle, on the West Wales coast. The interesting complexity of Gerald’s ancestry is the rich source of character and unique approach to his perceptions of Wales and England during the 12th century Medieval period. The era after the Norman Conquest writers of this period, can be accounted for projecting a process of national identity and redefinition of England using citations of Geralds work including iconic texts from William of Malmesbury, Henry of Huntingdon, William of Newburgh, Ralph Diceto and Roger of Howden.[footnoteRef:24058]  [24058:  Marsden. (2011). Gerald of Wales and Competing Interpretations of the Welsh Middle Ages, c.1860–1910. Welsh History Review, 25(3), 314–345] 

It is important to understand the complexity of Gerald’s family linage as this formed the basis of the complex matrix of his personal identity and allegiances. Three generations prior to Gerald’s birth, his ancestry became part of an orchestrated, tactical alliance by Henry I to merge the Welsh indigenous royal dynasty with Norman aristocracy. This began with Nest Ferch Rhys, who was the daughter of Rhys ap Tewdwr from the House of Dinefwr Prince of Deheubarth [region of South-West Wales]. It is stated in the Brut y Tywysogion a vital Welsh annalistic chronicle, that Rhys Ap Tewdwr was the ‘Last King of the Britons’ who was killed at conquest of Brycheiniog [Brecon)], led by Bernard de Neufmarche. This began the Norman conquest through South and West Wales. [footnoteRef:24425] [24425:  Lloyd, J.E. (1911) A History of Wales From the Earliest Times to the Edwardian Conquest. Longmans Green and co. ] 

Nest Ferch Ap Rhys was a prize hostage and later married off to Gerald FitzWalter [also known as Gerald de Windsor, major Norman dynasty allegiance to William the conqueror] he was awarded the first castellan of Pembroke Castle as an alliance to Nest Ap Ferch to merge the Indigenous Welsh unto the Norman families as part of the tactical conquest and colonization.[footnoteRef:3309] This alliance began the FitzGerald Dynasty [Geraldines] who formed the Norman conquest of Ireland, who’s echoes resonate to recent times, according to Irish Central.com the FitzGeralds gave the F to John F Kennedy. [footnoteRef:10036]  [3309:  Johns, S.M. (16 May 2016). Gender, Nation and Conquest in the High Middle Ages: Nest of Deheubarth. Manchester University Press
]  [10036:  Irish Central.com History of Fitzgerald family to be traced in major conference | IrishCentral.com
] 

For the relevance of this essay, this alliance of Nest Ferch Rhys and Gerald FitzWalter bore four children significantly here a son David FitzGerald who became Bishop of St. David and Angharad, she married William Fitz Odo de Barry, a descendant of Odo, a Norman Knight who assisted William the Conqueror at the battle of Hastings, for this he was awarded the island of Barry on the Welsh coast along with estates along the expanding Norman corridor into South-West Wales. This marriage gave sons baring De Barry name, one of whom and the youngest being Gerald De Barry [Barri]. [footnoteRef:30061] This remarkable family network gave Gerald his noble standing on both Anglo- Norman and Welsh family lineage.  [30061:  Davies, John. (2007) A History of Wales, p. 110, 123, 128; Penguin.
] 

Whilst Gerald’s status and patronage was accounted for from his dual hereditary linage this posed difficulties in his own career, and indeed securing his own identity whilst within the reformist narrative he was educated. His own literature works and subsequently later, the conventional use of his literature to form Anglo-Norman nation building ideologies all form an eclectic presentation of Medieval Wales and its culture.
Being the youngest son Gerald assumed the path of the church, beginning with his uncle David FitzGerald at St. David’s. According to Thorpe Gerald was encouraged by both his father and uncle to ‘see himself as a future churchman,’[footnoteRef:22155] he continues to tell the story that Gerald as soon as he became old enough Gerald had to leave his home in Manorbier Wales for Gloucester to attend a Benedictine Abbey of Saint Peter. The Abbot there was a Frenchman Amelin yet Gerald referred to his approval of his teaching by ‘the most learned scholar Master Haimo’. [footnoteRef:9864] Gerald is assumed to be literate in English and French from his Norman nobility, at this point at Gloucester he began his ‘mastery’ of medieval Latin. From here Gerald’s learning in the Reformist centre in Paris at monasteries and universities which were leading Medieval Europe. Here in the year 1165 at the age of twenty he studied grammar, logic and rhetoric. He remained in Paris for nine years before returning to Wales commencing his career with his characteristic ‘zeal for reform’. [footnoteRef:29446]  The rigor of his thorough contempt for any official conducting their position with corruption earned him his first post as Archdeacon of Brecon, as instructed by Richard Archbishop of Canturbury. The year by now was 1176, this year saw death of his uncle David FitzGerald Bishop of St.David. This is where the ambition of Geralds’s life began. Not only to become Bishop of his home diocese but to restore the status of St. David’s Cathedral to the archiepiscopal and liberating from the subservience to Canterbury. [footnoteRef:3256] [22155:  Pg. 10. Thorpe, L. (1978) A Journey Through Wales and the Description of Wales. Penguin.]  [9864:  (Speculum Ecclesiae IV, pp.1-354 in Pg. 7 Thorpe (1978) The Journey Through Wales and the Description of Wales. Penguin.]  [29446:  Thorpe, L. (1978) A Journey Through Wales and the Description of Wales. Penguin.]  [3256:  Butler, H.E. (1937) The Autobiography of Gerald of Wales. The Boydell Press. ] 

Under the reign of Henry I the decision of the new Bishop was to be agreed, Henry aware of the family connections and aspirations was not going to afford such power into Wales and a perceived Welshman. The position was lost to the newly appointed Peter De Lia Anglo-Norman by birth. [footnoteRef:22642] [22642:  Bartlett, R. (1982) Gerald of Wales 1146-1223. Clarendon Press.] 

This disappointment speared Gerald to return to Paris all within the same year, it is during this time he studied canon law and theology, studying for a further three years. Once again upon his return his zealous conviction to see reform in the church in his home diocese of St. Davids took him to an appeal in Rome to depose Peter De Lia those this never happened, although it earned Gerald notable efficiency and competence in affairs. This earning him an appointment by Henry II as Court Chaplin particularly in matters with the Princes of Wales, notably which many were his cousins. [footnoteRef:31562] [31562:  Bartlett, R. (1982) Gerald of Wales 1146-1223. Clarendon Press.
] 

Gaining recognition in affairs for the king and astute skills of literacy he accompanied Prince John to Ireland in the Easter of 1185 as an advisor, as it was indeed Gerald’s relatives who had previously conquered Ireland, The Geraldines. At this time Gerald began to write the first of his literary works with two books The Topographia Hibernica translated as the Topography of Ireland followed by Expugnatio Hibernica meaning the Conquest of Ireland. [footnoteRef:8697] [8697:  
  Topographia Hibernica. (2000). In The Concise Oxford Companion to Irish Literature (1st ed.). Oxford University Press.
] 

Amidst the backdrop of a tumultuous Medieval era and the crusades, came the call to take the Cross both Henry II with his son Richard took up the challenge along with Phillipe Auguste of France to protect Jerusalem against Saladin. [footnoteRef:5954] For such a quest needed men, so the newly appointed Archbishop Baldwin of Canterbury in 1188 was sent around Wales to recruit men to take up the Cross and travel to the Holy Land, for this task Gerald was assigned to join Baldwin on his travel around Wales and touring via the four cathedrals. This is where Gerald composed his most renowned work, his third book called the Itinerarium Kambriae. Simultaneously or immediately after Gerald wrote the Descriptio Kambriae translated as The Description of Wales. [5954:  Richter, M. (1976) Giraldus Cambrensis. The National Library of Wales.] 

Into the turn of the thirteenth century Gerald by now had been offered four bishopric positions, two in Ireland and two in Wales, which he had refused, there was only the bishopric of St. Davids he sought. His work representing a time of struggle for Gerald to realize his ambition, on a personal level to be the Bishop of St. Davids but also to reinstate St. Davids to its metropolitan status. [footnoteRef:1621] Gerald’s work of seventeen books can be dated between 1188 and 1220 and another four which are uncertain of dates. [footnoteRef:13747]  [1621:  Thorpe, L. (1978) A Journey Through Wales and the Description of Wales. Penguin.]  [13747:  Richter, M. (1976) Giraldus Cambrensis. The National Library of Wales.] 

The last twenty years of Gerald’s life he resided himself to his fate, of not accomplishing his ambition, he resigned from his archdeacon post to devote himself to his literary work. He was approaching eighty when he died in 1223. On reflection of his life, it is poignant to note on varying occasions Gerald travelled to Rome. It is reasonable to assert his immersion in the reformist narrative of the era, for the rediscovery of canon law and of Roman law. These years were also associated with ‘a time of immense cultural vitality and intellectual energy allied to strong economic growth and expansion’ as Swanton describes as ‘The Twelfth-Century Renaissance.’ [footnoteRef:5193] These influences can be expected to resonate in Gerald’s work. [5193:  Swanton, R. N., (1999) The Twelfth-Century Renaissance. Manchester University Press.
] 

Interpretations of Gerald’s Work.
During the Victorian period, what can be termed as an overhaul of Medieval primary sources by academic historians produced the Rolls Series. A government funded composition of ‘The publication of the Chronicles and Memorials of Great Britain and Ireland During the Middle Ages.’ [footnoteRef:7388]  In the Historical Introduction to the Rolls Series by Regius Professor Stubbs, Geralds work is referenced ten times in varying longitude. Stubbs accounts Geralds as a ‘bitter enemy’ [footnoteRef:17740] of Henry II in his translation of The Chronicle of Roger Hoveden. Similarly in a passage discussing William Longchamp, Stubbs refers to Gerald’s writings as ‘horrid accusations...utterance of a spiteful and defeated antagonist...who’s words on a question of personal interest are never worthy of any consideration’ [footnoteRef:1506] interestingly here in Stubbs’ footnote he dismisses Gerald’s words of no worth and his work was to serve as an attempt to ‘excite an odium among a people who felt themselves English’ here we can see how Medieval works were being used then and in Victorian translations as techniques to form national identity. Later in the book under the Memorials of The Reign of Richard I, Stubbs describes how it is not possible to tell the truth of Gerald’s work and also alludes to the chronology of the Itinerarium Cambriae as ‘scanty’ [footnoteRef:1584]. The inclusion of Gerald’s work during The Rule of the Angevin kings is notably considered in the Rolls Historical Introduction, however, analysis on the reliability of Gerald’s work through the interpretation from Stubbs is consistently to discredit his contribution. [7388:  Knowles, M. D. (1961). Presidential Address: Great Historical Enterprises IV. The Rolls Series. Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 11, 137–159]  [17740:  Pg. 180. Stubbs, W. (1902) Historical Introduction To The Rolls Series. Longmans, Green and Co. ]  [1506:  Pg. 217. Stubbs, W. (1902) Historical Introduction To The Rolls Series. Longmans, Green and Co.]  [1584:  Pg. 400. Stubbs, W. (1902) Historical Introduction To The Rolls Series. Longmans, Green and Co.] 

Towards the end of the nineteenth century a scholar at Oxford John Richard Green wrote ‘A Short History of the English People’ [footnoteRef:6026] which provides an overwhelming accomplishment of almost two millennia of History. It briefly details the time from Romans to the tribal dynamics that made up Britain, to the detailing of the time of the Norman Conquest called ‘England Under Foreign Kings.’ Green’s reflection of the era under the Angevin Kings identifies also a new presence in literature with a distinctively ‘English feeling’ [footnoteRef:16822]. Green continues to identify the English nationalism impetus in literature within the work of Henry Huntingdon and William of Malmsbury, particularly the latter marks the fusion of the conquering Normans and the conquered Anglo-Saxon, how this literature was stemming the embryonic nation building of England. [6026:  Green, R.G. (1911) A Short History of the English People. MacMillan and Co.]  [16822:  Pg. 118. Green, R.G. (1911) A Short History of the English People. MacMillan and Co] 

The relation here to Gerald’s literary work, Green initially gives credit to Gerald as the ‘father of our popular literature, as he is the original of the political and ecclesiastical pamphlet.’ [footnoteRef:9444] Although subsequently to this accreditation Green then continues to marginalize Gerald with this accusation of having ‘mixed blood’ and a ‘restless Celtic-Fire’ running through his veins which also resonated in his writing. But here Green links the new innovative forming of literature of this time with Gerald being at the forefront, being one of the most popular authors of his time. Green’s account of Gerald reverberates his talent for writing with wit, jests, anecdotes and general flair as a performance as a jongleur to entertain with verses. He directly quotes Gerald stating “new times require new fashions, and so I have thrown utterly aside the old and dry method of some authors, and aimed at adopting the new fashion of speech which is actually vogue today.” [footnoteRef:17962]  Moreover, Green mixes Gerald’s classical contemporary work with being reckless and daring use of the pen, he acknowledges him as a ‘dangerous assailant.’ Green with a sense of contempt for Gerald, boldly makes an ambiguous statement, that he was responsible for half the scandals of the Angevin Kings, due to the depths of his contempt. Here Gerald has definitely been portrayed as a non-English writer with a grievance, who is accountable for his part in ‘rousing the spirit of a nation to its struggle with the crown,’[footnoteRef:5705] Green’s words form an overarching review of Gerald as skilled, influential writer who abused his talent to create unrest due to his own Celtic grievances, his restless – relentless political pen was to the detriment of England's stability. Poignantly here Green forms the next paragraph in his book on Romanticism linked to this new style of writing, he links Romanticism with myths and legends of Celtic Britons from the earlier work of Geoffrey of Monmouth where [glorified] triumphant hopes of the Welsh had been articulated. [9444:  Green, R.G. (1911) A Short History of the English People. MacMillan and Co]  [17962:  Pg. 119. Green, R.G. (1911) A Short History of the English People. MacMillan and Co]  [5705:  Pg. 119. Green, R.G. (1911) A Short History of the English People. MacMillan and Co] 

To turn to the literary work of another Regius Professor of Oxford H.W.C. Davis at the start of the twentieth century. His book England Under The Normans And the Angevins [footnoteRef:8884] starts with an introductory note that all previous Medieval literary work including translations of the Medieval period need to be revised, going as far to say to be regarded as obsolete. It is stated by Davis, the necessary new scholarly work from authors such as Stubbs to collate newly discovered material and information. Davis continues in his Preface to the time frame of the history encapsulated in his book was an era which ‘witnessed the trail and failure of autocracy’ [footnoteRef:9556] which was the ambition of the conception of British imperialism. He also impresses the notion of it was not a duel of the native of the conquered Anglo-Saxons and Normans, but a ‘struggle of native against foreign ambitions and ideas’ and indeed the policy of the crown was to mold the ambitions of the British Empire which was a valiant projection of the seventh century House of Cedric, the earlier Dynasty of Alfred the Great. This prelude sets the partisan tone of British nationhood building and forming a collective identity during this time and the work of its historians. [8884:  David, H.W.C. (1928) England Under the Normans and Angevins. 9th Ed. Methuen and Co. ]  [9556:  Pg.9. David, H.W.C. (1928) England Under the Normans and Angevins. 9th Ed. Methuen and Co.] 

Relating Davis’ work to Gerald the chapter ‘The Old Order And The New’ he states ‘merry England’ where the masses embrace their transition into a new world with this Davis exudes the monasteries had a cheerful way of life, on an occasion Gerald Archdeacon was present at Canterbury enjoying a fourteen-course meal which Gerald is reflected to as describing as a ‘stage play’ [footnoteRef:8403]. Davis mentions Gerald several times in his book regarding him as Welshman full of rapacity and romance but doesn’t use any translations of Geralds work even in The Conquest Of Ireland he quotes a letter written by Gerald to the Earl of Pembroke calling for reinforcement, Davis dismisses the validity of his words. Under the chapter ’The Provisions Of Oxford‘ Davis writes on the long drawn-out conquest of Wales, here he mentions Gerald during his epilogue of an odious description of pre-conquered Wales and its people, using Gerald’s [here he calls him Gerald de Barri] description as a nation ‘was a congeries of petty states, formed in one generation to be disintegrated in the next’ [footnoteRef:5943]. Interestingly Davis gives further insight to his perceptions of Welshman as having no political capacity, to being nomadic and oriental, where family life was one of solitude in a primitive pastoral manner. Lastly in Davis’ Bibliography where he lists three of Gerald’s books, he adds a note ‘Giraldus is a vivid but prejudiced and inaccurate writer’ [footnoteRef:31929]. [8403:  Pg. 188. David, H.W.C. (1928) England Under the Normans and Angevins. 9th Ed. Methuen and Co.]  [5943:  Pg. 446. David, H.W.C. (1928) England Under the Normans and Angevins. 9th Ed. Methuen and Co.]  [31929:  Pg. 558. David, H.W.C. (1928) England Under the Normans and Angevins. 9th Ed. Methuen and Co.] 

During the Victorian period, simultaneously to the literary work discussed above, there was an appetite growing both within Wales and further afield across Europe for the distinctiveness of Welsh cultural identity. [footnoteRef:4760]This enabled authors such as Henry Owen to create a revised approach to the methodology of the historiography of Wales that was being composed by English based academics. Henry Owen began his approach of the interpretation of Wales and Welsh identity from the Medieval literary work of Gerald in his book Gerald the Welshman [footnoteRef:11820] [here notably he is called The Welshman]. Initially Owen creates the background to Gerald’s life he draws attention to the iteration in the Rolls series where Wales had a ‘dearth’ of scholars during the Medieval era, he rejects this with what he terms the ‘trio of Welsh Scholars’ including Geoffrey of Monmouth, Map and Gerald. Here Owen sees an attempt by Freeman to distinguish Gerald from being Welsh by calling him as an ‘Universal Scholar’ [footnoteRef:12537]. Owen proposes that Gerald resembled a Welsh equivalent of Saint Thomas Becket particularly in his struggles with King Henry II, he also traces back to 1585 where Gerald’s work was translated in an inaccurate manner by Dr. Powell, he continues to criticize a subsequent translation by William Camden’s as ‘unsatisfactory’. He briefly mentions the translation by Wharton, along with Camden are both works which were used by Hoare in 1806, who reflects Gerald in an unsympathetic light according to Owen, all of these were prior to the Rolls series.  [4760:  Marsden. (2011). Gerald of Wales and Competing Interpretations of the Welsh Middle Ages, c.1860–1910. Welsh History Review, 25(3), 314–345]  [11820:  Owen, H. (1904) Gerald the Welshman. Long Acre.]  [12537:  Pg. 3. Owen, H. (1904) Gerald the Welshman. Long Acre] 

Under the chapter ‘The Rights of St. David's’, Owen portrays how Gerald attempted to be the valiant saviour of Wales, in Gerald’s letter to archbishop Langton he appeals that ‘Wales should belong to his pastoral care, and as good shepherd should have some knowledge of his sheep...these particular sheep were light in body and mind, restless, ever ready for bloodshed and plunder; their word was their bond, both of no account; but eminently capable of being led into the better path, if there were but someone to lead them’ [footnoteRef:30569]. This citation orientates how Gerald, who even though saw the Welsh as inferior, had a sense of compassion for the nation and its people, saw it has his duty to bring Wales to a rightful path with him as the Bishop of St. David’s. Marsden [footnoteRef:31285] reflects on Owen’s work as depicting Gerald as a Welsh patriot demonstrating this by using the citation ‘the figure of the great Welsh Archdeacon [who] stands out across seven centuries, towering above his fellows as he did in actual life.’  [30569:  Pg.123. Owen, H. (1904) Gerald the Welshman. Long Acre]  [31285:   Marsden. (2011). Gerald of Wales and Competing Interpretations of the Welsh Middle Ages, c.1860–1910. Welsh History Review, 25(3), 314–345. https://doi.org/10.16922/whr.25.3.2
] 

Marsden also argues that there was a rise in Welsh national resurgence through the Victorian era, and indeed the use of Gerald’s work by Welsh historians served this forming nuance. At the turn of the twentieth century author Owen Edwards [footnoteRef:16509] as part of a collection of The Story of Nations which encapsulates nations and people across the globe. Edwards' contribution Wales part of the collection was published in 1901. He has a chapter dedicated to Gerald called ‘A Journey Round Medieval Wales' Intriguingly through the detailing of the journey undertaken by Gerald in 1188 with Archbishop Baldwin, he describes to the reader how Gerald ‘sees the fulfillment of prophecy, of Merlin’ [footnoteRef:5506] even leading to the suggestion that Gerald himself was a prophet, describing how he foretold the sounds from Glamorgan of ‘blowing of Bellows and the ring of hammers on anvils and the roar of furnaces as if many smiths at work’ [footnoteRef:8394] this referring to the industrial revolution in Wales and its coal fields many centuries later. The use of this association to prophecy creates an air of Celtic mysticism particularly in the correlation of Merlin, how Gerald was part of Welsh history pre and post the Medieval era.  [16509:  Edwards, O.M. (1901) Wales. G.P. Putnam’s and Son.]  [5506:  Pg. 133. Edwards, O.M. (1901) Wales. G.P. Putnam’s and Son]  [8394:  Pg. 133. Edwards, O.M. (1901) Wales. G.P. Putnam’s and Son] 

Edwards details the journey he provides a paragraph answering his own question ‘what was a Welsh home like?’ here uses Gerald’s words ‘no one of this nation ever begs' [footnoteRef:20476] he provides a charismatic description of how Gerald and Baldwin were received as honoured guests with hearty hospitality where a ‘fire burnt night and day – continuous like the life of the family itself.’ This delightful portrayal of the reception given to Gerald and his companion was further embodied with the playing of the harp in the home for entertainment. He extends to the next paragraph turning to the physical description of the Welsh as healthy and hardy, their attire was sparce and they were barefoot; men were shaved with moustaches and women with white veils upon their head, he finishes his account of the appearances by alluding to the poets of the Mabinogion where descriptions of Wales and its people are ‘draped in the mystery of magic’ [footnoteRef:6009]. Edwards's interpretation here is his astute method of relating Wales to romantic Celticism.  [20476:  Pg. 123. Edwards, O.M. (1901) Wales. G.P. Putnam’s and Son]  [6009:  Pg124. Edwards, O.M. (1901) Wales. G.P. Putnam’s and Son] 

Lastly here on Edward’s description of Gerald he asserts that his allegiance was not entirely with the Welsh, by the omission of Gerald his genealogy was equally of the Conquering Normans as the conquered Welsh. Edward’s explanation of Gerald’s duty and diligence of his skilled writing to disclose all aspects of Wales and its culture, he credited the Welsh with virtues of wit, bravery and tradition, however the reformist zeal he possessed he could not tolerate the confined marriages of the ruling class.
Later in the twentieth century a compilation book by R.R Davies et, al. [footnoteRef:21883] called Welsh Society and Nationhood includes a chapter ’Cultural Survival in an Age of Conquest‘ by David Walker. In this chapter he sees that the Anglo-Norman political side of Gerald blames the Welsh for the problem of security and quotes Gerald ‘like all barbarous people’ [footnoteRef:28189] are in need of civilized reform. Walker gauges Gerald’s bitterness for not only Henry II for denying him his St. David's bishopric but also for the reason of him being denied because he was Welshman, an such an able one at that. Walker affirms it was the price he paid for the ‘fact he was a representative of two races and two traditions’ and the jeopardy he played in a many-sided career. [21883:  Davies, R.R. Et., al. (1984) Welsh Society and Nationhood. University of Wales Press.]  [28189:  Pg. 49. Davies, R.R. Et., al. (1984) Welsh Society and Nationhood. University of Wales Press.] 

The two-fold discussion of the [above mentioned] historians and their interpretations of Gerald’s writing, his identity, his allegiances, legacies are orientated to purpose their agendas of shaping national identity, which was born during the Medieval period with the Norman Conquest of England and subsequent bordering nations. Whilst the conquest of England happened comparatively quicker in England over a few decades the conquering and colonization of Wales [and fellow Celtic nations] spanned centuries. 
The ecclesiastical historians of the Medieval era were instrumental in forming political power and nation building rhetoric. How the Medieval work of these historians are then translated and re-spun for the hegemonic agenda that the academics of the Victorian era rested within. As these historians are responsible for more than just our interpretation of history, they also form our cultural heritage and identities. Under recent critical heritage studies this appropriation by Victorian historians of Medieval texts can be characterized within a hegemonic Authorized Heritage Discourse [footnoteRef:12157]. The authors of work that redefined British history during the Victorian era, were, and still are instrumental in the process of creating national identities within the nations that form Britain and their futures. [12157:  Smith. (2006). Uses of heritage. Routledge.] 

Relating this to the analysis of Gerald’s work and its interpretations, Stubbs, Green and Davis discredit his work on grounds he was an antagonist who was creating unrest within the crown, attempting to destabilize attempts of the newly forming England and its emerging revised Anglo-Norman cultural identity this was due to Gerald’s prejudices that stemmed from his genealogy. 
Green does acknowledge his skill of contemporary-creative writing though he ensures to relate such creativity to his Celtic flamboyancy. Davis like Green radiates a sense of romanticism, with the former relating the new emergence of England as a pre-destined vision of England that was manifested centuries earlier under figures such as Alfred The Great. 
Davis creates a picture of an unstable, primitive Wales and alludes to an othering of Welsh people as oriental, nomadic being far removed from the cosmopolitan-civilized that was the utopia of Euro-centric urbanism. All three of these authors are niched in the hegemonic academic English realm upon who‘s interpretation of the collective British histories and identity, which underpin the fabric of their society then, and to a certain extent now today.
Off the back of these interpretations, it can be seen there were attempts by Owen and Edwards to reclaim, revalidate Gerald’s work. They see him as a patriot, with his life dedication to creating independence from the English church and in doing so led the Welsh people into a civilized, Christian reformed way [as in not wild and nomadic]. Poignantly here both authors found a safe way to approach the recalibration of the historiography of Medieval Wales by using pre-colonized Celtic romanticism which the British academic hegemony deemed acceptable. The use of the Celtic mysticism and as a pre-civilized nation complimented the authorized British Imperial narrative. Walker summarizes this tone as he identifies Gerald’s downfall as playing a multi-sided career in his own lifetime, but still just as relevant in the Victorian era, as the political elite rejected his contribution as it would be to the detriment of the British Imperial narrative. 
Conclusion:
The incredibly valuable literary work given to future historians by Gerald is profound. How the formation of the interpretations of his work has been subject to the orientation by the colonizer or the colonized. Now in the twenty-first century with the use of post-colonial studies, societies reflect and unravel imperialistic hegemony which has led national identities from the inception of historiographies. 
Cohen who writes about Gerald through a post-colonial lens realizes that Gerald has ‘competing allegiances conjoined with tortured abjections’ [footnoteRef:14801]. Adopting a term used by the post-colonialist political philosopher Franz Fanon to describe Gerald as a ‘colonized intellectual’ which is aptly defined by Vernon to ‘signify a hybrid subject who possesses a wealth of cultural tools within an intellectual system that limits and distorts the ways in which those skills can be deployed.’ [footnoteRef:16546] It can be concluded through the lens of postcolonial theory that Gerald was in a pre-empted complex position from birth to represent not only his dual nationality of the colonized and the colonizer but also the church whilst possessing his progressivist skill for literature, leaving his work and legacies open to multiple interpretations of ensuing historians for [almost] a millennium and beyond.  [14801:  Pg. 87. Cohen, J. J. 2000. Hybrids, Monsters, Borderlands: The Bodies of Gerald of Wales. In The Postcolonial Middle Ages, ed. J.J. Cohen, 85–104. New York: St. Martin’s Press.]  [16546:  Vernon. (2016). Gerald in the middle: Hybridity and historical narratives in History and Topography of Ireland and The Conquest of Ireland. Postmedieval a Journal of Medieval Cultural Studies, 8(4), 404–424.] 
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