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In this section of the Research project, the researcher will analyse the results of a quantitative survey that has been conducted. The survey was made available to current serving frontline police officers within South Wales Police and had a total of seventeen participants. 
The purpose of this research project was to look into the views of serving frontline police officers within South Wales Police and discover if they believe that all frontline police officers within the United Kingdom should be routinely armed and if there is a necessity for this. Previous chapters outlined the aim of this dissertation: to analyse if the future of response policing includes a necessity for frontline officers to be armed?
The literature review of this project explored three main areas of the research proposal. These being; The views of the police officers concerning routinely carrying firearms, the rise in violent crime where weapons are involved and if there is a rise in assaults carried out on front-line police officers.
To carry out this primary data collection a survey comprising of ten questions was sent to serving frontline police officers. The particulars of this survey are covered in the Research Methodology section of the dissertation. The survey was created at this size so that respondents would not become frustrated and could provide accurate answers. The survey sought out to collect information on officer’s views concerning routinely carrying a firearm whilst on duty. Further information was also collected about the availability of firearms support, and the location and length of service of the respondents and their own experience on the use of weapons against them and assaults upon them. The respondents were all aware that their answers provided would be used as part of this research project but also that they would remain anonymous throughout the project. Remaining anonymous would allow participants to provide free and independent views and feelings. A broad range of respondents completed the survey. There were 32 participants, this included a wide range of officers with different lengths of service and working in different areas, with a mix of rural and urban. It also included officers who do and do not carry Tasers on a routine basis. The data collected from the quantitative survey will be detailed and outlined below and a summary will be provided at the end of this chapter. A full review of the findings along with a conclusion will be completed in the following chapter.

(Figure 1: Graph showing the percentage of officer’s responses when asked if they would carry a firearm.)
The first key question asked to participants was; if given the option, would you carry a firearm whilst on frontline duty. This is the key question to the research project. As we can see from the data presented above, 47.06% of the participants replied that they would carry a firearm if given the option to do so. With 35.29% responding that they would not carry a firearm and 17.65% were unsure. This data shows that the majority of respondents would carry a firearm and therefore there must be reasons behind this data. 
 
	(Figure 2 – Graph showing the service lengths and working lengths of       participants.)
Whilst analysing the data received from the participants it is clear that between the participants there is a high variation of both service lengths and locations worked. This is good data as it allows the analysis behind potential reasons for and against carrying a firearm routinely. From this data, we can see that the majority of participants have 1-3 years of service at 64.71%. With 3-6 years at 23.53% and 10+ years at 11.76%.
From the 32 participants, we can see from the data that 23.53% of officers work in a rural location with 35.29% working in an urban location. The majority working in a mix of the two at 41.18%.

(Figure 3 – Graph showing respondents answers concerning being assaulted or threatened and carrying a taser.)
To find out some of the reasons behind officers wanting to carry a firearm, some questions were asked to help analyse the officer’s decisions. Participants were asked if they have ever been assaulted on duty, with 88.24% replying that they had. This is a huge figure which we can directly relate to our literature review, whereby we discovered that in the year ending 2019, there were 20,578 offences whereby a constable was assaulted without injury and that this figure has been rising over the past few years. The majority of the respondents also stated that they carry Tasers whilst on duty. This data could show that either Taser is not effective in deterring violence against officers, or, it may be that officers were assaulted before carrying Taser. 
52.94% of respondents also stated that they have been threatened with a weapon whilst carrying out frontline duties. This is a shocking figure given that 41% of respondents stated that they do not carry a Taser on duty. Reviewing this data against the literature review we know that in the year ending March 2020, there were around 46,000 offences recorded involving a sharp instrument or a knife. This shows a clear necessity for officers to at least be routinely armed with at least Taser. 

Figure 4 – Shows respondents views on the availability of firearms).
The data received from this section of the survey is probably the most worrying. 70.59% of respondents stated that they would have to wait over 15 minutes if they needed firearms support. This could mean that an officer is facing a serious threat, with no quick availability of support if needed. The results also show that officers working in a rural or mixed location have to wait anywhere from 5 minutes to over 15 minutes. Whereas, the majority of respondents from urban locations stated that they would have firearms support in less than 5 minutes. From the literature review, we know that the Police Federation surveyed in 2017, (Surrey Police Federation, 2017) which highlighted that 56% of Police Officers felt that armed support is currently not readily enough available, which is an increase of 13% since the 2006 survey.


(Figure 5 – Officers thought’s on the views of the public.)
The graph above shows the respondents thoughts on the views of the public. As we saw from previous data in this section, the majority of respondents have been assaulted whilst on duty and do not have readily available firearms support. The same respondents also claim that they would routinely carry a firearm whilst on duty. However, when it comes to the views of the public, these officers do not believe that the public would be happy seeing all frontline police officers armed, as shown by 64% of the respondents disagreeing and 23% strongly disagreeing. 
Summary
The primary data collection of this research project has revealed that the majority of officers would carry a firearm routinely in their roles if given the option to do so. This has highlighted that there is a reason for this view that should be explored through the analysis of the data collected. The data has shown that a vast majority of officers have been assaulted whilst carrying out their roles, furthermore, the majority of these officers have also faced a threat with a weapon at some point during their career. The most worrying result of the data collection showed that the majority of participants would have to wait over 15 minutes for firearms support if they work in a rural, or mixed location, compared to those who work in an urban location who are more likely to have firearms support available to them in less than 5 minutes. The data collected also showed that not all participants carry Tasers during their active duties, and the majority of officers believe that the public would not be happy with them being armed. This information could suggest that all officers need to be armed with Tasers before the consideration of routine arming of officers with firearms. At this stage of the research project, the data shows that officers do not feel protected enough in their current roles and that there must be a reason behind this. 
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Less than 5 minutes	What is your availability of firearms support?	5.8799999999999998E-2	5-15 Minutes	What is your availability of firearms support?	0.17649999999999999	Over 15 Minutes	What is your availability of firearms support?	0.70589999999999997	Don’t know	What is your availability of firearms support?	5.8799999999999998E-2	



Strongly Agree	The public would be hapy with all police officers carrying firearms	5.8799999999999998E-2	Agree	The public would be hapy with all police officers carrying firearms	5.8799999999999998E-2	Disagree	The public would be hapy with all police officers carrying firearms	0.64710000000000001	Strongly Disagree	The public would be hapy with all police officers carrying firearms	0.23530000000000001	



If given the option, would you carry a firearm whilst on frontline duties?

Yes	
Participants	0.47060000000000002	No	
Participants	0.35289999999999999	Unsure	
Participants	0.17649999999999999	


1-3 Years	Length of Service	Location	0.64710000000000001	3-6 Years	Length of Service	Location	0.23530000000000001	6-10 Years	Length of Service	Location	10+ Years	Length of Service	Location	0.1176	Rural	Length of Service	Location	0.23530000000000001	Urban	Length of Service	Location	0.35289999999999999	Mixed	Length of Service	Location	0.4118	



Yes	Have you been Assaulted on duty?	Are you a Taser trained officer?	Have you been threatened with a weapon?	0.88239999999999996	0.58819999999999995	0.52939999999999998	No	Have you been Assaulted on duty?	Are you a Taser trained officer?	Have you been threatened with a weapon?	0.1176	0.4118	0.47060000000000002	
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