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Representation of the Mafia Theme in Animated Series
[bookmark: _GoBack]Abstract 
The representation of the mafia theme in the animation industry can heavily affect how an audience will perceive said theme. 
Whether a theme is glorified or not can have influence over an individual’s knowledge on the subject if they are exposed to very little of the subject area or repeated misconceptions of the subject area. 
After critically analysing and comparing two mafia themed animated series to real world accounts of mafia activity and information, a conclusion was reached that answers if the mafia theme has been glorified or not and thus answering how the mafia theme has been represented in the animation industry.

Introduction 
This paper intends to research into how the mafia theme is represented in the animation industry. 
The aims of this paper is to critically analyse two mafia themed animated series in order to discover how the mafia theme is being represented in the animation industry and see how accurately both animated series portray its mafia related content. 
The results of this paper will go on to influence how accurately the mafia theme is portrayed in my own script. 
Many academic papers have already been written that both discusses and analyses the mafia but there has yet to be research done into how the mafia theme is represented in the animation industry and how the accuracy of its content can influence thousands of people on their outlook of the mafia after consuming mafia themed media.
For this paper two animated series will be critically analysed by posing the same five questions to both series and from the results determine how the mafia theme is being portrayed in the animation industry and whether or not the mafia content is being glorified or not.
  


Methodology
This paper takes a qualitative observational approach to its analysis due to the goals of this paper being identification and comprehension of how the animated series observed represents the mafia theme.
	This approach focuses more on the understanding of how the animated series portray the mafia theme, a quantitative approach would not be suitable. 
  
Two animated series, Katekyo Hitman Reborn and Bungou Stray Dogs were critically analysed in order to comprehend how the mafia theme has been represented in the animation industry and understand the approach these two series take in representing the mafia theme. 
Do they take a more accurate approach to their representation of the mafia? 
Or 
Do they glorifies and romanticises the mafia and its actions?

	These two series were chosen over various other mafia themed series due to them having narratives based in or involve the mafia as well as supernatural elements to them similar to my own script.
However this doesn’t mean that all animated series need to portray the information in it as accurate to real life. That decision is up to the creators of said narratives and any creative liberties they take when creating the series.
The goal of analysing these two series is to identify the approach they have taken when deciding how to portray the mafia in their respective stories.   
	   
When analysing both series, five questions were posed to both series of my own devising based on information I thought would be helpful when writing my own script. Those questions are: 

· What is the overall tone of the story?
· How is the family aspect portrayed?
· How are the mafia bosses portrayed in the story when compared to real world accounts?
· How do the criminal actions in the story a line with its real world counterpart?  
· What are the overall message/s the story is trying to get across? 

Two additional questions were posed to help with identifying if the series in question portrayed the mafia theme accurately or not. Those questions are: 

· What is the mafia?
· How accurately do the animated series portray the mafia theme?
 
The first question is a research based question that acts as an information basis so the second question has information to compare the animated series answers to in order to identify how accurately the animated series answers were to the real life mafia. 

The second question was more of a grading question that takes the answers gathered from the five questions posed to both series and scores both series based on how accurate its portrayal of the mafia was. 

Critical and contextual review
So what is the mafia?  
The Oxford Dictionary defines the Mafia as ‘An organized international body of criminals, operating originally in Sicily and now especially in Italy and the US and having a complex and ruthless behavioural code’ (Oxford Dictionary 2015).
	Some crimes committed by the mafia involve dealing of illegal goods, illicit betting, loan sharking, smuggling and corruption just to name a few.   
	 Gambetta talks more about this in his book ‘The Sicilian Mafia’, where he writes: 
most in need of protection are those who deal in illegal goods – for instance narcotics, illicit betting, loan sharking – or those who deal illegally – by using smuggling, corruption, or collusion – with goods that are, in themselves, legal (Gambetta, 1996, p.2) 
This stands to say that the mafia (Sicilian in this instance but not exclusive) mainly protects and manages those that are seen as assets that can provide the mafia with reoccurring future profits. 

The mafia’s illegal activity is known by most in today’s society, even people that don’t know much about the mafia activities at least knows it holds some form of negative conations to its name, likely due to the media’s representation of it in the news or from the entertainment industry.
It is through the entertainment industry that many people (mainly the younger generations) gain knowledge and more so misunderstandings about various topics not just the mafia, this is likely due to the entertainments industries focus being more on entertaining its audience rather than focusing on the accurate portrayal of its content. 

One misconception of the origin of the mafia comes from History.com that states: 
	Sicilians banded together in groups to protect themselves and carry out their own justice. In Sicily, the term “mafioso,” or Mafia member, initially had no criminal connotations and was used to refer to a person who was suspicious of central authority (History, 2009).

This “Origin” however is false as Gambetta who is quoted in his book that the origin of the Sicilian mafia came from the rise in private property rights exerted by an inapt state institution:	 
Another common misconception was to see the mafia as a product of a near feudal era, when in fact it emerged from its dissolution, in the early part of the Nineteenth century, and from the pressures for development that the newly rising market society based on extensive private property rights exerted in the absence of well-functioning state institutions (Gambetta, 1996, p.4).

This inaccurate information written and published by what’s meant to be a historical and documentary themed website and TV channel that many people likely read/watch believing that the information to be factual is in turn being deceived in what could be considered a glorified and romanticised way.
	Taking a very dangerous group of people and putting them into the role of protectors for the repressed people and while History.com doesn’t leave its article off calling the mafia good or heroes, what they have written could get people into think that the mafia isn’t as dangerous as they think or at least never used to be which is a very dangerous mentality to instil in people.       

Games such as Mafia 1-3, Yakuza 1-4, Saints Row, Sleeping Dogs, Grand Theft Auto games, the getaway, Payday and many more are perfect examples of the entertainment industry – specifically the games industry in this example – exposing its audience to criminal activity in an otherwise fun and entertaining manor.  
While the games themselves don’t state that what happens in them or what players do in them is good, it still desensitises the people that play these games into not noticing just how bad the things they do in the game is, this is likely due to the dissociation these games allow their players since nobody is actually getting hurt or killed in the games but they do indirectly portray these actions as being fun due to players getting to kick back and relax while they play the game or when playing with friends. 
Both of these examples tie the players experience with these games and its gameplay as fun and could be seen as glorifying the criminal aspects to them.      

Other forms of entertainment media such as film and television series also glorify and romanticize the mafia themes in various ways such as the movie ‘the godfather’, one of the most critically acclaimed gangster movies around and is seen as one of the most influential films of all time and loved by millions.
	Whilst the movie never portrays the mafia in a positive light, the movie does stand to show that many people’s thoughts and opinions on a topic can be heavily influenced by the entertainment industry, specifically the film industry in this example.     
	
	The crime genre is quite popular in the western world as just explained but there hasn’t been any western animated crime series since ‘The batman’ animated TV series that aired from 2004-2008, which can arguably even be called a crime series as it focuses more on fighting crime as a superhero rather than focused on crime itself. 
[image: ] 



As shown by the graph above (Maria, 2016). 
Crime TV shows and Crime TV Dramas ranked 2nd and 3rd respectively in the top 10 global genre rankings but despite this evidence there is still a lack of animated series capitalising on these rankings. 

The anime industry is the only visual medium that takes advantage of the crime genres popularity in the west, with series such as: 
Katekyo Hitman Reborn!, an anime released back in October 7th, 2006 – September 25th, 2010. Which is a story about a Boy named Tsunayoshi Sawada, who one day meets an infant hitman named reborn that was sent to Tsunayoshi to be trained in order to become the next mafia boss of the Vongola Family.
And 
Bungou Stray Dogs, an anime released back in April 7th 2016 – present day. Which is a story about a boy named Atsushi Nakajima who is being chased by a criminal organisation called ‘Port Mafia’ for his ability to turn into a powerful white tiger.    

It is through these two animated series that I will answer how the mafia theme is represented in the animation industry and whether or not the mafia theme is portrayed accurately to its real world counterpart or if it’s been glorified and romanticized similar to how other entertainment medium have done as explained prior. 
	
Project specific research
Katekyo Hitman Reborn! 
What is the overall tone of the story?
The tone of the story starts out very light hearted with the main focus being on comedy (episodes 1-20, 2006) just with the mafia theme being thrown in here and there. The tone of the story gradually begins to become more serious the longer the series continues, the tone tends to follow the change in stacks with the characters. The more intense the stacks for the characters the more the tone shifts to be more serious.

How is the family aspect portrayed?
Family in the series is portrayed in a very positive way on the surface, with a character called Reborn often speaking to Tsuna (main character) in ways that require Tsuna to think or put his family above his own desires. 
While this is portrayed in a seemingly positive way and Tsuna at the end of the day is happy with his choices, the way Reborn manipulates Tsuna into doing something despite not wanting to or wanting to be involved in the mafia is very much like the real life mafia that uses manipulation or threats to make people do what they want, while Reborn never physically threatens Tsuna in these times and only has Tsuna best intentions in mind, is it still a form of manipulation more specifically emotional manipulation where Reborn appeals to Tsuna’s good nature and wanting to help those close to him even if he’s scared. 

How are the mafia bosses portrayed in the story when compared to real world accounts?
The Mafia bosses in the series take a very over exaggerated approach to them. 
One example is the main character Tsuna that is repeatedly shown to be incapable of many things that a real life leader would need such as social skills, confidence, awareness, strategic mind just to name a few (‘What?! I’m a Tenth-Generation Mafia Boss?!’, 2006). 
Tsuna has shown these traits in the series but not to a consistent level, this is partly due to him being in training to become a future mafia boss but even after displaying these skills at various points in the series they don’t follow through with him as the series continues.
Another example of an exaggerated leader is Xanxus, leader of the varia group. He is well known in the series for being strong and having a high success rate of missions but he also has a nasty temper to him and disregard for his own men’s lives and wellbeing (Reason to fight, 2006) and (Requiem Rain, 2006). 
Two qualities that greatly affect the moral of those they lead and is inappropriate for a leader to display.        

How do the criminal actions in the story a line with its real world counterpart? 
Criminal activity in the series is very minor and practically unrelated to the real world mafia. Some of the crimes that are seen in the series are property destruction which is a result of the various battles in the series and carrying dangerous weaponry which is also due to the battles in the series. In terms of actual crimes the mafia is well known for, none are shown in the series. 
This could be due to the main characters clear displeasure in doing anything mafia related and thus why it’s not shown because he physically doesn’t want to be involved in mafia activities but despite this potential character reason, the series still doesn’t accurately display the criminal activities the mafia is known for and thus making it seem like the mafia doesn’t do much illegal activity in the series. This is giving a false reputation of the mafia in the series.  
 
What are the overall messages the story is trying to get across? 
In the story a lot of attention is placed on family, protecting it and doing things to better and strength the family, in a sense a call to duty which does a line with one of the ten commandments of the Cosa Nostra mafia family, which is “Always being available for Cosa Nostra is a duty - even if your wife's about to give birth” (Paul, 2012, http://www.pauldavisoncrime.com/2012/09/the-ten-commandments-of-sicilian-cosa.html)  




Bungou Stray Dogs 
What is the overall tone of the story?
The story has two distinct story tones throughout the series that corresponds to the two rival factions. 
The first faction is the “Armed Detective agency” – future mentions of the name will be shortened to ADA for short – that the main character Atsushi Nakajima is invited to join by Osamu Dazai after being saved by Dazai, who later takes Atsushi under his wing and trains him to be a detective. 
The general tone set by the members in the “ADA” is often times shown to be very comedic or playful despite every member being very powerful in their own right, it’s only when the members receive a detective case – often involving the second faction called “Port Mafia” – does the tone of the fraction members change to be more serious.
Meanwhile the tone set by the second faction mentioned above “Port Mafia” takes an opposite approach, often portraying them in a very serious and sinister way, in a way that does not to make light of how serious the mafia should be taken, potentially to reflect its real world counterpart in a more serious light, only to have them be shown as incompetent and weak when compared to the members in the “ADA”. 	
The tonal contrast between the two factions – the comedic and playful “ADA” Vs serious and sinister “Port Mafia” – and there tone shifts – silly to serious for “ADA” and serious to silly for the “Port mafia” is likely a narrative technique used to build suspense between the two factions upon initial confrontation. Making the audience assume the silly detectives will be easily defeated by the serious mafia only to have the audiences expectations flipped. 

How is the family aspect portrayed?
	“ADA” portrays the family aspect in a more caring way, where members are shown caring for each other quite a bit from teaching each other, to making characters feeling safe to establishing a safe place for the characters to stay etc despite none of the characters being blood related. 
	Meanwhile “Port Mafia” takes a more duty approach to family, where each member has expectations of them in the group and are expected to meet these expectations any way they can. While “ADA” feels like a bunch of special individuals getting together and a sense of comradery and family is shown as the story goes on, the “Port Mafia” follows a more work place feel, where everyone has a job/duty and they are expected to carry out the work involved however they can. It’s this sense of duty that links the “Port Mafia” to the real life mafia – specifically the Sicilian mafia “Cosa Nostra” - with how both have this sense of duty that is expected of them by the organisation and boss.

	On the 7th of November 2007, a man called Salvatore Lo Piccolo, who was believed to have taken over as head of the Sicilian mafia possessed written documents called ‘Rights and Duties’ that outlined 10 commandments to which the Italian mafia is bound by. 
The 5th commandment on that list states that “Always being available for Cosa Nostra is a duty - even if your wife's about to give birth” (Telegraph, 2007)

which shows that the mafia – specifically the Sicilian mafia in this example – treats the whole organization ‘family’ like a duty that those in the ‘family’ must always be ready to carry out despite what events are happening in the individuals life, the ‘family’ takes priority over an individual’s desires.     

How are the mafia bosses portrayed in the story when compared to real world accounts?
Ougai Mori, the leader of Port Mafia is a man that carries himself like a gentleman to both allies and enemies, he puts on a courteous act to both keep up appearances of a leader and also to make those around him drop their defences or blend into his current situation to hide his identity. This ‘gentleman’ façade fades as the audiences is exposed to more of his actions and behaviour in the story. 
	Ougai Mori may act like a gentleman on the surface but behind that friendly mask lies a manipulative and controlling individual, who as a former doctor knows how to hurt others using his extensive knowledge. 
	The idea of a gentleman mafia boss sounds very contradictory when considering what the term gentle man actually means - a chivalrous, courteous, or honourable man – which is probably not the first word most think of when describing anything to do with the mafia that engages in many illegal activities but there are multiple real world mafia bosses that were described as gentlemen or some variation playing off the word gentle such as;
Toto Riina, a Costa Nostra mafia boss that died at the age of 87 in 2017, who was described by the elderly as a gentleman. 

In his birth city of Corleone, immortalised as a mafia stronghold by The Godfather book and film trilogy, responses to Riina’s death were mixed. While young people saw the death as a chance for the town to escape its corrupt reputation, elderly people recalled Riina with fondness, describing the mafia boss as a gentleman (The Guardian, 2017, Available at: https://www.theguardian.com/world/2017/nov/17/toto-riina-sicilian-mafia-boss-of-bosses-dies-cosa-nostra-italy)
  
Or 
Angelo Bruno, a mafia boss of the Philadelphia family, that went by various nicknames such as “The Gentle Don” or “The Docile Don” that died at the age of 69 in 1980 (American Mafia History, 2018)
Or
Justin Cascio (2017) was useful when looking for information on Vito Cascioferro, a Costa Nostra mafia boss that died at the age of 81 in 1943 that became a legend even when alive, a legend that is partially responsible for creating the image of the gallant gentleman capomafia (mafia boss).  

So the idea of a gentleman mafia boss isn’t out of the realm of possibility and might even have taken inspiration from some real life mafia bosses minus the more characteristic traits of the character such as being a doctor. 
	




How do the criminal actions in the story a line with its real world counterpart? 
In the story, the Port Mafia is responsible for all manner of crimes from property damage to possession and use of explosions, carrying and using illegally bought weapons, assassination, multiple cases of murder across various individuals and attempted kidnapping just to name a few. 
	In terms of how these criminal acts a line with its real world counterpart, which would be the Yakuza (Japanese mafia) due to the story being set in YokoHama, Japan. 

	The Yakuza have been known to commit murder on various occasions such as with Juzo Itami, a famous Japanese film maker that created a movie depicting the yakuza as dumb brutes and later committed suicide several years later with sources claiming he was given a choice to either jump to his death or take a bullet to the brain by some Yakuza members (sameen, 2017).
	Possession and use of explosives, where some Yakuza members attacked the homes of some important people with grenades to pass the time (sameen, 2017).
	Drug and gun trade, where the yakuza have set up a guns for drugs trade with American gangs (sameen, 2017). 
	So in terms of how accurate the Port Mafias crimes are to actually Yakuza, the evidence is quite conclusive.      

What are the overall message the story is trying to get across? 
The message of bungou stray dogs is that even after joining the agency Atsushi didn’t feel like he belonged there and only caused trouble for those he was around but as the story goes on, he learns that despite feeling useless all the time, there were still people that both cared and wanted him around. So the message is quite a positive one, it doesn’t have anything to do with the mafia but at the same time it’s not meant to as the mafia was not the main focus of this series just an antagonist in the series that the main character had to overcome.  










Results
After analyzing both animated series with the same 5 questions, I am now able to answer how accurate both series were in portraying the mafia theme. 
Katekyo Hitman Reborn scored a 2/5 in terms of how accurate it was when compared to the real world mafia. 
The overall tone of the story was light, never taking the mafia theme too seriously or diving to deeply into the details of what the mafia actually is/does. 
The family aspect was really strong in its portrayal, often making the families feel more like a duty rather than an actual family similar to how the actual mafia works. 
The mafia bosses in the story were overly exaggerated when compared to real life mafia bosses, which made it more entertaining to watch but the bosses in the serious lacked a lot of skills needed when being a leader. 
The criminal actions in the story were also very inaccurate and quite underwhelming, this could be due to the creator’s personal taste or based on the demographic the creator was targeting but regardless of the reason, it did not portray the mafias actions as being criminal. 
The overall message the show had was quite a positive one, about protecting ones family and self-sacrifice in order to put the family first and was partly similar to how the real mafia is where its members are expected to put the ‘family’ above everything else, including themselves.

Bungou stray dogs scared a 4/5 in terms of how accurate its portrayal of the mafia was when compared to the real world mafia.      
	 The overall tone of the story was a lot more serious than Katekyo Hitman Reborns approach, opting to take a more serious and sinister take in how it portrayed the antagonistic mafia, this is likely due to the older demographic the series was targeting when compared to Katekyo Hitman Reborns demographic.
	The family aspect was strong in the story, opting for duty right from the get go and lacked that sense of comradery that Katekyo Hitman Reborn displayed in its family aspects.
	The mafia boss in the story carried himself both as a competent leader and villain and could have very well been inspired by some real world mafia bosses, his overall presence in the story was mostly sinister and manipulative which is what you’d expect from a leader of a crime syndicate rather than an incompetent or hot headed leader. 
	The criminal actions seen in the story reflect the real world yakuza quite well, not all crimes shown in the series have evidence to the real world yakuza that I was able to find but it did portray the mafia’s actions as actually being criminal thus not glorifying the mafia’s actions and making the mafia out to not be so bad.
	The overall message of the series is where it falls flat a bit, this is mainly due to the message being focused more on the main character which had nothing to do with the mafia himself but it did a good job of portraying the mafia like an actual dangerous organization like it actually is.
   





Conclusion
To answer the question posed at the start of the paper ‘how is the mafia theme represented in the animation industry?’ 
Both series took a different approach when it came to representing the mafia theme, Katekyo Hitman Reborn took a less accurate approach while bungou stray dogs took a more accurate approach.
I believe that the representation of the mafia theme is still not completely accurate to how the real life mafia is, this is likely due to any number of reasons but the biggest one I’d have to guess is the creator’s personal preference in the story they want to tell. 
As stated early on in the paper, how accurate a theme is portrayed in a series doesn’t make it good or bad or even that it’d sell better the more or less accurate it is. 
The main goal was to undercover if the mafia theme in the animation industry was being glorified and if so explain why that is a bad thing to do. 
After looking at both approaches, I feel as thou I now have a better understanding of the approach I’d like to take when tackling my own mafia themed script. 
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