Choose either ‘the beach’ or ‘the woods’ to plan a visit for a group of children. Describe how visiting this location can support learning

This assignment is an example of the learning that will be taken place on an educational visit by primary school students. Educational visits are typically the most memorable parts of a child’s experience at school therefore, making these visits the most stimulating learning environment possible is of great importance. 
A learning environment is an area in which students learn and develop skills, whether they be existing skills or new skills obtained from the visit. Learning environments can include both indoor and outdoor locations. ‘The physical (learning) environment can be defined as the characteristics of an environment that surrounds a certain behaviour, this can refer to the size of the area, the lighting, the temperature, the arrangement of the desks and the placement of stimulating visuals. The goal of having a positive physical (learning) environment encourages positive relationships between the teacher and students.’ (Culp, B. 2019). Carefully planned positive learning environments can reduce disruptive behaviour in and outside of the classroom which enhances the student’s engagement and learning. One of the main elements of the successful futures document is to implement The Areas of Learning and Experience into the outdoor environment as much as it is implemented into the classroom. ‘The Areas of Learning and Experience should not be seen as constraining the ways in which schools organise the schools’ daily, weekly or yearly timetable. The purpose of the document is to organise the national expectations about what young people are expected to learn and experience, enabling synergies and connectedness as well as rigour in the disciplinary studies. Children’s education should include rich experiences that are valuable in their own right.’ (Donaldson, G. 2015). Professor Donaldson recognises that outdoor learning experiences are an extremely effective way of learning throughout the school experience. Outdoor learning provides exciting real-life and multi-sensory activities which can enrich students with cross-curricular learning and meaningful opportunities. The outdoor learning environment has a marked effect on improving wellbeing according to studies from The Wellbeing of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. Outdoor lessons and ‘green time’, a term used throughout the act, are described as an easy and cost-effective way to ensure that every bodies health and wellbeing needs are met. “The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 is a key piece of legislation for Wales, which seeks to improve the social, economic, environmental and cultural well-being of Wales.” (The Future Generations Commissioner for Wales, 2015). This act actively promotes outdoor lessons and activities for schools in Wales because of the positive affect outdoor learning has, not only on students’ education, but on their mental and physical health. Many theorists believe in the importance of positive learning environments, particularly Dr Maria Montessori. She believes in careful preparation so that the learning environment is happy, friendly place where children feel comfortable and at home. Dr Montessori emphasises the importance of being outdoors, she strongly believes that children should be in touch with the substance of their world, encouraging work with clay, gardening and growing activities, and even building little houses. The outdoors also provides great opportunity to develop gross motor skills through jumping, climbing and swinging. Social skills are also developed through games such as hide and seek and by taking turns whilst using equipment (Montessori, M, U.D). By providing a loving community and enabling children to have access to all aspects of their learning environment the Montessori Schools have led an excellent example of utilising the learning environment that can be mirrored on educational visits. 
Educational trips are very important tools to enhance students’ learning. By going on educational visit’s students have the chance to experience new places and immerse themselves into their learning unlike they would in the classroom. The Outdoor Learning Handbook states that there is a growing recognition of the value of outdoor learning because of the vast range of skills it develops such as independent thinking, motivation, time management, communication, team-working and professional judgement. It also has impact wider than the subject being studied during the visit by enhancing well-being and trust, respect for the environment and social integration between students and teachers. (Welsh Assembly Government, 2007). Within the foundation phase framework there is the area of learning ‘Knowledge and Understanding of the World’ in which students should experience the familiar world through enquiry, investigating the indoor and outdoor environment in a safe and systematic way and be given experiences that help them to increase their curiosity about the world around them (Welsh Assembly Government, 2015). Educational visits allow students to explore new areas of the world which will therefore increase their curiosity of these areas. Perhaps some children had never been to a beach prior to a school trip and once visiting develop a passion to learn more about this new environment they would not have discovered unless they had participated in this educational visit. Professor Graham Donaldson believes that “visits and visitors can help to bring abstract learning to life.” (Successful Futures, 2015:67) and venturing beyond the school environment will allow students to see the relevance of their learning and forge links to the world beyond school. Educational visits also give many opportunities to develop the students Personal and Social Development, Well-being and Cultural Diversity skills. Whilst on trips students “develop an understanding of the behavioural expectations of the setting and understand that rules are essential in an ordered community” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2016), before going on educational visits’ children are informed and reminded of what ways they are expected to behave. School trips are also given excellent experiences for students to “form relationships and feel confident to play and work cooperatively” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2016). 
The theme of this educational visit will be ‘The Life of a Minibeast’. Students will be exploring where, how and the importance of minibeasts in nature, this theme will be explored prior to the trip and the knowledge gained from the trip will be used in post visit activities. This theme mainly covers the area of learning, ‘Knowledge and Understanding of the World’ from the Foundation Phase Framework but will give opportunities for cross-curricular activities which will be explored later in this assignment. Whilst researching the topic of ‘Minibeasts’, there were many important lessons that could be incorporated into this theme. In particular, the discussion of how important minibeasts are and their job in maintaining the ecosystem stood out as the key aspect. This key aspect also correlates to the Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC) ethos and allows students to explore ‘the natural environment’ theme of this particular area. ESDGC provides opportunities for schools to consider global issues; make links between what is personal, local, national and global; engage in culturally diverse experiences; critically evaluate their own values and attitudes; and develop skills that will enable them to challenge injustice, prejudice and discrimination (DECLLS, 2008). Therefore, this theme will allow students to explore their natural environment and learn to preserve and improve these natural environments for the years to come.
This educational visit will take place in the RSPB Cwm Clydach nature reserve. This is a local nature reserve is rich and spacious and can allow the exploration of this theme to the maximum potential.  The site is easily accessible by train, car and bus and is situated close to the chosen school, meaning less time spent travelling and more time spent exploring. Cwm Clydach is a woodland haven on the edge of the city, with fast-flowing rivers. The woodland is dynamic and changes quickly and naturally over time, opening up new habitats and niches along the 50-hectare space (The RSPB, U.D). The RSPB was formed in 1889 as the Society for the Protection of Birds, over the next 130 years the society grew in thousands of members and 180 nature reserves which are rich in wildlife, birds and insects. The society now works towards many aspects of nature conservation such as safeguarding species, farming and providing land management advice to the public. The facility provides school trip packages which include tours and lessons for either a half day or a full day and is also free to the public to allow them to explore as much as they would like. The ethos of the nature reserve society ties in very well with key themes in this topic, The RSPB’s Outdoor Learning Handbook supports children contributing to improving the environment by stating “children who are connected to nature also take immediate action to the direct benefit of the environment.” (Every Child Outdoors Wales, 2012). Research from the RSPB found that people who felt connected to the environment had changed their behaviours in the previous years out of concern for the environment – compared to fewer of those people who did not feel connected, marking an importance for the current generations to become educated on these topics. “The RSPB offers a variety of ways for children and young people to tackle their local and global concerns. Over 8,000 children are taking part in the Wildlife Action Awards – at home, in school or as part of a community or youth group.” (Every Child Outdoors, 2012). 
The Class attending this educational visit will be a Foundation Phase Year 1 class, making the students age range from five to six years old. The class is made up of thirty students; seven of which have speech difficulties or impediments, four have behavioural issues and one having Cerebral Palsy. The class has an extremely wide range of abilities including pupils who require extra support and more able and talented pupils. Fifteen out of the thirty pupils have English as an additional language, ranging from stage A-D and there are 8 languages between the students. Despite there being challenges within the class the year group has 3 additional adults and plenty of resources and strategies to combat these issues. Language support assistants provide support throughout the week and the school contains a ‘magic room’ that the students with emotional and or behavioural issues can use to maintain control over their actions. Prior to the visit the activity groups need to be carefully planned to ensure the students can work peacefully and to their potential, students who have tendencies to disrupt or distract each other will be separated but children will still be kept within ‘friendship’ groups to ensure all children feel happy and comfortable whilst on the trip. All additional adults attending the trip will be aware of all the students needs and tendencies, they will also be taking equal responsibility of their group of children and reinforcing the same standards of behaviour for example, no wandering further than any adult can see and to behave as they would in school.
A lot of planning needs to be done prior to an educational visit to ensure the trip runs smoothly. The schools educational trip policy needs to be read thoroughly before planning a trip and all guideline but be complied with to ensure the trip can go along smoothly. All schools trip policies can differ slightly, see appendix 1 for this schools’ policy. The location of the visit must be contacted to ensure that they allow school trips and that the facility is available for children to attend on the dates requested. Transport to and from the location needs to be arranged and costs of this transport needs to be well thought out so that every child has the opportunity to attend. This educational visit is a 10-minute bus ride from the school, after contacting a bus service and hiring a coach to fit all students and members of staff the total cost of transport is £150. Recent contributions from the PTA and school budget can pay for half this cost meaning the students’ parents and guardians will only have to contribute £2 per child. The parents and guardians need to be informed about the visit and up to date emergency contact details and medical information need to be collected, this information can be gathered by sending consent forms, see appendix 2. The NUT Health and Safety Briefing recommends the following staffing ratios as a general guide for visits to local historical sites and museums or for local walks: 1 adult for every 6 pupils in school years 1 to 3 (NUT, 2008). Following the ratio one adult to six students there will be five accompanying adults on this trip, 4 full time classroom staff members and one extra learning support assistant from within the school. The Outdoor Educational Advisers state that “employers and employees who organise educational visits and outdoor learning have a duty under the health and safety at Work Act etc. and other health and safety legislation to ensure sensible risk management procedures are in place for the planning and organising of these activities.” (OEAP, 2012). Risk assessments are an essential protocol of any educational visit or outdoor activity, visit leaders need to identify the possible risks at the location of the visit and determine what action should to taken to lower these risks. The woodland can present many risks to young children but that does not mean that young children cannot go there, there are many strategies to prevent risk to students in these areas, see appendix 3.
Prior to attending the trip, the students need to be introduced to the topic so they can understand the purpose and the success criteria of this educational visit. The students will activate their prior knowledge through discussing the term ‘minibeasts’ and that it means to them. They will also be introduced to the book “Superworm” by Julia Donaldson. This will help them understand the term ‘Minibeasts’ and aid their investigation of minibeast further. The book will also keep the children engaged through these introductory lessons through characterisation and promoting the excitement of to visit and the activities to follow. The class have also been looking at other stories by Julia Donaldson to aid their understanding of rhyming words therefore, they recognise her as an author. These introductions will also start preparing the skills which are intended to be developed during the educational visit, see appendix 4.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The students will spend the majority of the school day in the nature reserve and will complete activities in a carousel format, refer to appendix 5 for trip itinerary. The skills being developed during this educational visit vary throughout this theme. Throughout the course of the day children will be split into groups and the activities will be done in a carousel. The first activity on the carousel involves a bug hunt, children will be given a checklist and will search the forest area for minibeasts on their list. Once they have found a minibeast the children will tick it off and note one thing they noticed about the creature and where they found it. This activity develops skills from the area of learning ‘Knowledge and Understanding of the World’, because the children will “investigate indoor and outdoor learning environments, as well as including natural conditions as they arise” and “identify some animals and plants that live in the outdoor environment” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2015). This develops their exploring and experimenting skills within in this area of learning by going into the natural environment and discovering what is there and what it looks like in real life. During this activity, children will also be expanding their digital competency skills by “selecting appropriate software to complete given tasks in order to use text, image, sound, animation and video” (Welsh Assembly Government, 2016). The students will develop this skill by using iPads and cameras to record their findings for use during the post-trip activities. The second activity involves crafting a minibeast from materials found in the forest, see appendix 6. The purpose of this ‘wild art’, will enhance the student’s creative development through using a variety of materials and tools for experimentation and making their own choices when choosing these materials and resources (Welsh Assembly Government, 2016). ‘Wild art’ is an ethos created by Andy Goldworthy to create both temporary and permanent sculptures, using natural and found objects, which draw out the character of their environment (Woodland Trust Scotland, U.D). Wild art is excellent and versatile way to explore the natural environment. This creative activity will develop ‘Knowledge and Understanding of the World’ skills as the students will be thinking creatively and imaginatively and will also give the students opportunities to reflect on their own and each other’s work whilst “talking about things they have made or done, explaining the process” which enhances their oracy skills (Welsh Assembly Government, 2016). The third activity the students will be engaging with during this trip is called ‘minibeast hotel’. This activity requires the students to collect leaves, sticks, rocks and other natural materials they can find in the environment to form a habitat for a chosen minibeast. The children can choose whether to work alone or in groups for this activity. The students will need to explain why they have created their hotel in the way that they have and explain why it is suitable for their chosen minibeast to their classmates. This activity promotes literacy skills by the students speaking with detail and using relevant vocabulary to listeners beyond their friendship group (Welsh Assembly Government, 2016). The children will also be developing their creative and imaginative thinking whilst developing an understanding of different minibeast and plants through the area of ‘Knowledge and Understanding of the World’. Throughout this educational visit and within each of the activities the children will be developing their ESDGC skills. They are visiting a woodland to observe minibeast where they will be identifying how living things depend on each other, the variety of living things and how different habitats support different animals and plants (DCELLS, 2008). These skills are fall under the natural environment category of ESDGC and are present throughout all three activities. 
“The beauty of teaching outdoors is that the children often do not perceive it as ‘learning’ and yet they learn some of their most valuable lessons there.” (Woodland Trust Scotland, U.D). Applying the knowledge gained and the skills developed back into the school environment is a very important part of the educational visit. Incorporating the theme into an activity with materials the children are most interested in will extend their interest (Montessori, M. N.D), such as the classroom tuff tray. Through observation it has been recognised that the tuff tray is one of the most popular activities in this class therefore using the information collected from the visit to incorporate this into the theme will be an excellent way to keep engagement into the topic, see appendix 7. The students will also be engaging with the IPads and the creative work they gathered to produce a piece of literacy work that help extend their creative writing, see appendix 8. The work produced on the trip will act as stimuli and factual information to write ‘if I were a minibeast’, work that is intended to be displayed in the classroom, refer to appendix 9.
To conclude, educational visits are a vital part of the school experience because of the multitude of skills they develop. Children are allowed to be creative, adventurous physical and free in the outdoors environment. “In most cases, children benefit from their time outdoors. They display high levels of engagement and enjoyment and their knowledge and understanding of the world and physical development improve. A majority of practitioners also say that children’s behaviour, physical fitness and stamina improve.” (Estyn, 2011). Despite the planning and preparation of the visits to be tedious there is not denying the enjoyment and educational benefits that the children experience.  
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