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The purpose of this paper is to present a detailed analysis of safeguarding children practices, the policy developments in England as well as considering the legislation and procedures in relation to child safeguarding and protection in the past and present days. The period 1990s up to 2008 witnessed policy shift in substantial ways in England. 
The government created broader emphasis on what really constituted risk to children and the role of those practitioners saddle with the responsibility should be. Interestingly, more emphasis was placed upon safeguarding the children than protecting them. However, since early 2009, the government attention has been shifted to child protection supported by given social work a new official priority. This shift of policies development was endorsed by the new coalition government that came in the year 2010.
According to Article 1 of UNCR (1989), defined a child as anyone under the age of 18. Every human being that is below 18 years of age according to international law is called a child and it is international legal instrument and universally accepted definition of a child. So, promoting and safeguarding their welfare is based on preventing, protecting, and guaranteeing safety towards children (Barrett, 2015). In England, there are various professionals, authorities and agencies that are in place to reinforce, protect   and support children’s rights.
Safeguarding is the course of shielding children from neglect and abuse. Preventing the impairment of their development and health and making sure the children   grow up in conditions that are consistent with the provision of effective and safe care (Department for Education, 2015). The type of care that facilitates the best life opportunities for the Children which will move them into later life successfully is called child safeguard.
According to Harris, (2009), safeguarding is also defined as a process of guarding, defending a citizen’s human rights. The wellbeing, health, and allowing the person to live freely without fear, free from harm, neglect, and abuse.  Safeguarding the adult, children and young people is a collective responsibility. The set of individuals who are most in need of protection are, young people, Children, Adults at risk, people with learning disabilities, mental, physical, and sensory impairments (Department for Education (2018). Every person, staff working in care, hospital, are employed by a private or public sector have a duty and obligation to safeguard vulnerable adult and children who is at risk of neglect or abuse.  But, for the purpose of this task, the term safeguarding and protection would be limited to young people and families.                                            
But, in the case of child protection, no legal definition is linked to it, however, it is a service aimed to identify exclusively children considered to be at risk of serious harm. Keeping the children safe or away from a place where risk of harm can occur. Safeguarding and Child Protection are at times used synonymously, although, they are different.  Child Protection examines specifically children at risk of harm, while safeguarding refers to all children.
The Children Act 1989 covers the laws that protected young people and children in England. It includes the local authority support, family proceedings, voluntary organisations, voluntary homes and child minding and fostering children. It was implemented in the later part of the year 1991 which pioneered complete amendments to legislation in England affecting the children’s welfare.  What was new in the Children Act 1989 was the replacement parental responsibility for parental rights. The Act emphatically defines parental responsibility to mean the powers, all the rights, responsibilities and authority, duties, a parent of a child has which by law that are in relation to the child and his property.

The common use of the word safeguarding children came popular with the introduction of the Children Act 1989.  Both 1989 and 2004 Children’s Act are legislation which declares that priority should be given to those who work with children to keep them safe.  However, The Children’s Act 2004 concentrates on incorporating services on how to achieve the targets, the needs of families and children requiring multi-disciplinary agencies and professionals working diligently together (McDougall, 2008). 
This Act of parliament modified the Children Act 1989, mostly due to Victoria Climbié inquiry. It permits for the creation of electronic records for each child in England to facilitate and make easier for government services and across local authorities to trace children. According to Munro & France, (2011), every Child Matters undertook a completely different approach to enhancing the general wellbeing of children from birth to have the support needed irrespective of their background or circumstances to be healthy, stay safe in their environments, to enjoy life and to support children in time of need and quest to succeed in life.
Under the children Act 2004, the Local Safeguarding Children Boards (LSCBs) were created and saddled with the task for guaranteeing the effectiveness and co-ordinating the work of associate bodies to promote and safeguard the welfare of children.  However, LSCB functions were replaced in 2017 by The Children and Social Work Act.


In presenting a key analysis of safeguarding children, the practices, and policies, it is essential establishing the professional practice and an example of a case that will be used to examine the protection of children in England. The Children’s Act 1989 emphasis on parental responsibility rather than rights in relation to children. Though, there have been various instances parents have been questioned about responsibilities and rights. When there is a reason to think a child has been harmed or may be suffering, abused, neglect, social workers who represent the local authority are called to look at the case, as expresses by Children’s Act 1989 that it is the responsibility of a local authority to examine the case (Department of Health,2005) .  The case of Victoria Climbie and the multi agencies including the social workers involved in the case will be the major attention in this essay on how professionals are used to protect children in England.

In England, Social workers played vital roles in terms of protecting the children. They are the provider of resources, interpreters, mediators, aggressive intervener.  The complexity of work for children services has increased over the years which resulted in organisational and structural changes after the case of Victoria Climbie (Laming, 2003). 
Victoria Climbie was aged eight years and three months when she died in February 2000 of a persistent abuse, neglect, and maltreatment by her aunt Kouao and Kouao partner, Manning. Before Victoria’s death, she had been seen by various agencies representing the authority such as the police, health officers and social workers without none of them detecting what was happening to her over a period of ten months of her life. Victoria Climbie’s death triggered a powerful inquiry into a systematic policy and professional failure which demonstrated negativity amongst children’s services. This incident however staged the ground for a change in legislation and publications in the UK and   established a comprehensive overhaul to child protection processes (Health and Social Care Information Centre, 2015).
At the end of the inquiry, Lord Laming stressed in his assessment of the professional practices of those involved in Victoria’s case and the need for and importance of agencies engaged in child services sharing information and working together to protect children from harm. It was reported that, it was the systematic and professional failures that aided the death of Victoria especially those actors who practically failed to identify the abuse (Driscoll, 2009). Some recommendations were made when the report was   published in 2003. This resulted in the creation of Every Child Matters in 2003 and some of the recommendations were also tailored into the Children Act 2004. 


Child protection in England is the responsibility of the Department for Education (DfE). It establishes the statutory guidance, policy, and legislation on how the system of child protection should work. Also, it is the responsibility of the Local safeguarding partners to sets up child protection policy, guidance, and procedure at a local level (Dudau, 2009). The safeguarding partners at the local level are the police, the local authority, and the clinical commissioning group.
 It is a key guidance that every person working with children are under obligation to report any worries of a child’s wellbeing, health, and safety to the relevant agencies (Department for Education, 2018). Safeguarding children involves agencies working together for the same purpose of child protection. Any individual that encounters families and children has a responsibility to disclosing information and spotting concerns.
According to  section11 of the Children Act 2004, some agencies such as the police, Local authorities, NHS services and trust and young offenders institutions  has a legal responsibility  to help  promote and safeguard  the children’s welfare. You can report to child protection services, call the police, or could contact the NSPCC if worried about the safety and wellbeing of a child (Vulliamy & Sullivan, 2000).
The agency concerned will take a risk assessment of the reported case and if necessary, make referral. When an assessment indicates a child is susceptible to suffer considerable harm or suffering, the local authority might decide in collaboration with other agencies to undertake a section 47 enquiry (Home Office, 2016).  If a child is considered to be at risk of significant harm, a child protection conference is held .
Child protection system in England is being guided by legislation and guidance (Gray,1997). The legislative framework was outlined in the Children Act 1989 for child protection in England. This was  reinforced by the Children Act 2004, which promotes partnerships, cooperation amongst agencies and creates additional accountability (Reder & Duncan, 2003).  
The 1989 and 2004 Children Acts are amended by the Children and Social Work Act 2017 replacing LSCBs by the local safeguarding partners and other reforms. The safeguarding partners are clinical commissioning groups, local authorities and the chief officers of police are to work in collaboration with other agencies in their region to protect the welfare of children (Morrison, 2000).


Over the years, policy and legislation has changed on the subject of safeguarding children in England (Green, 2019).  Before these changes, the policies and practices were believed to more involved with family support welfare. According to Hughes & Owen, (2009), there was increasing burden on the child protection system when the 1989 Children’s Act was enactment   as the number of children brought into care and referrals increased.

The state government continued with the safeguarding programme into the 1990’s till today. Introducing various programmes and organizations like the Children’s Fund, Sure Start, Crime and Disorder Act 1998, the introduction of Assessment of Children in Need and their Families in 2001 implemented by local authority and the Adoption and Children Act 2002. The Victoria Climbie case also introduced Every Child Matters, as well as the creation of Local Children’s Safeguarding (Laming, 2003). 
In October 2009, the Vetting and Barring Scheme was introduced in England with the principal objective of stopping people that are unsuitable from working with vulnerable adults and children. Since 2010, any person working with children are required to register with the Independent Safeguarding Authority. In 2010, the government released a document ‘Working Together to Safeguard Children’, (2010) to serve as a guidance for individuals and organisations that need to work collectively to safeguard children
Also, the Protection of Freedoms Act 2012 was introduced and passed into law in the England which brought  to an end  the Vetting and Barring scheme and the Disclosure and Barring service  was created to oversee and  focuses diligently  on people working with vulnerable children and groups. The state agenda of how child protection worked in the 1980’s and 1990’s up to the present day has progressed to ensure better services to the people and to achieving more guarding and proactive service for children and families.










 A child is described as somebody who is under 18 years of age, hence it is imperative protecting them from risk of harm as they are vulnerable. The government has made the issue clear that Safeguarding children in England is the responsibility of everyone. Several policies, legislation and guidance has been put in place at different levels to regulate effective practice of safeguarding children in the country.
 The case of Victoria Climbie has led the government to effect many different changes as it was found that lack of good professional practice led to the death of the child. The Children Act 2004 was enacted and required professionals working in healthcare settings as a matter of legal duty to promote and safeguard the welfare of children. The   LSCBs were saddled with the responsibility of ensuring   local agencies worked collectively and realistically to safeguard the children. It is the responsibility of someone working with children to recognise if at any situation a child is in need or at risk of harm. 
However, practitioners and professionals have legal duty to recognise, report and provides protection when they come into contact with families and children.  In this regard, agency and organisation can work collectively to deliver steady support for the children. In England, it is very important to note that the policies, legislation, the practices, and procedures of safeguarding children is a continuous process which the state will keep on amending and introducing new guidance as the need may arise.
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