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Introduction


In this Report I shell discuss the process and outcomes of a research I have realized during the past few weeks on the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). 
“A virtual learning environment (VLE) is a set of teaching and learning tools designed to enhance a student's learning experience by including computers and the Internet in the learning process.” (Rous, 2011)
I developed a questionnaire on the above-mentioned topic which should be considered as primary data collection, and then later analysed both primary and secondary data.
I used as main example Moodle since our University makes use of it itself and wanted to verify among other things how useful the students find it and how successful this VLE is in the process of learning.
Within this Report I wish to demonstrate that VLE is, despite its unfavourable aspects, an acceptable prominent and adequate method of learning that should be implemented in more Learning Institutions as it involves a lot of benefits both for students and academic staff. 









Review Literature
Many individuals have analysed the definition, negative and positive aspects of   Virtual Learning Environment. Here are some of the readings I have done about this subject.    
Margaret Rouse (2011) explains in her website TechTarget that the principal components of a VLE package include among others, student tracking, online support for both teacher and student, electronic communication (e-mail, threaded discussions, chat, Web publishing), and Internet links to outside curriculum resources. Usually, VLE users are assigned either a teacher ID or a student ID. The teacher sees what a student’s sees; however, the teacher can create or modify the content and track student performance. This affirmation is the reason why I come to the conclusion that VLE is a good alternative of keeping a good communication between students and academical staff. Also, the fact that it is required a password to login into the system, makes it safer and trustable. 
For students, a VLE allows them to benefit from self-paced learning and the opportunity to learn new skills without having to travel or arrange childcare while they attend courses (…) For teachers, the benefits of a Virtual Learning Environment are also huge. They can set lessons or training courses for their students to complete all at once, no matter how far apart they are based, allowing the teacher to work remotely too if needed. (Bateman, 2012). Bateman also pointed a few benefits such as cutting travel expenses or childcare expenses for the students who have children to study from home without having to neglect their personal duties. 
Most of VLE users are of the same opinion which is that Moodle for example, which is considered to be a freeware solution for Learning Management System (LMS) applied to Virtual Learning Environments (VLS), is helpful in the learning process, however not everyone agrees that is possible to assess student’s effort and implication. Zacarias et al., (2016) considers that despite the several features to support online courses, some desirable information is not easily provided, for instance, the amount of time the user spent in the system or in a specific course.



Research Methodology

The primary data I used for this research was formed of ten questions and it presented itself in the form of a questionnaire (paper format).
I asked twenty random students from University of Wales Trinity Saint David, London, to be part of the sample.
The research has been carried out appropriately and, therefore, the results are veritable.
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In order to better demonstrate my point of view, I decided to analyse a few random questions. I explained what the results mean and what I wanted to know from the sample by asking this question.

By asking this simple question I wanted to see how many students know the definition of VLE. It is a positive result that 100% of the students chose the wright answer demonstrating a basic knowledge on this subject.

	Question 1-What is VLE?
	Answers
	Rate 

	a) A system for delivering learning materials to students via Web
	20
	100%

	b) A way to communicate with other planets
	0
	0%

	c) A university program for foreign students.
	0 
	0%










By asking this question, my purpose was to find out how often the students’ access VLE, because it requires their interest in reaching for the knowledge, in order to bring any results. Although 95%of the answers were positives, I cannot wander the reason why one of the students never accessed VLE.
	Question 4- How often do you access them?
	Answers
	Rate

	a) Never
	1
	5%

	b) Almost never
	0
	0%

	c) Sometimes
	7
	35%

	d) Frequently
	7
	35%

	e) Almost every day
	5
	25%



















Question 6 on the questionnaire was “How do you access them?”  to find out what technologies’ students use/have access to. From the given answers, a majority of 70% of the student’s posses a personal computer, which is a very good result considering that is very helpful to have access to a computer all the time. One student wrote under answer d) that he/she uses the mobile phone to access VLE.


	Question 6- How do you access them ?
	Answers
	Rate

	a) Own computer
	14
	70%

	b) School computer
	4
	20%

	c) Public libraries
	1
	5%

	d)  others 
	1 
	5%






















Question number 7 was “How satisfied are you?” and I wanted to know the effectiveness of Universities VLE.
	Question 7- How satisfied are you?
	Answers
	Rate

	a) Not satisfied at all
	0
	0%

	b) Satisfied
	13
	65%

	c) No answer
	2
	10%

	d) Very satisfied
	4
	20%

	e) brilliant
	1
	5%






















Question 10 was “Do you agree that using VLE has assisted you in your learning?” and by asking this question I wanted to know student’s opinion on the performance of VLE. The answer was as I expected very positive as a total majority is the same opinion, that VLE is a helpful system for learning. 
	Question 10
	Answer 
	Rate

	YES
	20
	100%

	No
	o
	0%





















In the Questionnaire I have also included two open-ending questions where I asked the students what they appreciate the most at VLE and what would they improve. The most frequent answer at the first question was that students appreciate the fact that they can have access to the systems everywhere and at any time they desire. The second question however brought to light some aspects that need some improving such as the library needs more books and a more specific search system that will select the works. 





Conclusion

Finally, it may be concluded that Virtual Learning Environment is, despite its minor imperfections and flaws, a helpful system that assists students in their academical journey. As it has been proved in this report, this opinion is shared not only by bloggers, lecturers, experts in Technology and specialists but also by the majority of the students that make use of the VLE. There are of course some points to be improved but the benefits of this system are clear to be seen from both primary and secondary data. 
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