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Many students are now choosing blended learning in their higher studies. The advancement of technologies is enabling great opportunities with online learning. But that does not mean traditional learning classes are getting rejected. Both of the types of classes have some advantages and disadvantages. This report is dealt with blended learning and classroom learning on student attainment. For that reason, the pros and cons of blended learning in university education is explained. On the other hand, the pros and cons of traditional classroom learning in the HE sector have been illuminated. Furthermore, the evaluation of teaching and learning in the past and present has been elaborated. Moreover, some recommendation based on the evaluation has been discussed in this report. 
[bookmark: _Toc89702132]Pros and cons of blended learning in the university education
Blended education is a mixture of traditional person-to-person education experience and mobile and online technologies. The application of blended education is very common in higher education. According to a report on education change, it is one of the most remarkable trends. It doesn’t always follow a specific pedagogical approach. It allows the teachers to involve in-class activities and link online. Some many different resources and mediums can be used, like industry material, podcasts, presentations and videos.
The pros of blended education are discussed below-
· The learners can proceed at their own speed- Some learners can be already familiar with the subject they are taught. So they can go through the online teaching material faster. The other students who are less familiarized with the topic or have a low confidence level can go with the material slowly. They can pause and again watch the tough parts of the materials.
· Availability of the materials- Some students learn in the early morning and some in late nights. Every student is different and so are their learning habits (Frafika Sari et al., 2018). With recorded online materials they can access it any time of their preference. They can log on anytime to the lectures and classes. They will not be forced to work at a specific time. In this way, the students can learn better and it will get better results.
· Preparation before class- The students can research the topics they will be learning before the person-to-person demonstration. They can explore the themes via online learning. They can be familiarized before the lectures. In this way, they can spend more time with the topic.
· Independent learning experience- The learners are given freedom and self-advocacy to take the upper hand with their works. They can control the learning process. Also, they feel ownership of their study (Szadziewska and Kujawski, 2017). This can be beneficial for the students and also it can be helpful in their future workplace.
· Introduction of new technologies- The students can try new hardware and software. This will be interesting and engaging for the students. It is a chance for every student to experience new technologies.
· Teaching beyond context- The teachers can teach from huge resources to supply materials across various contexts. They could use practical settings, tutorials and lectures. Blended learning can motivate social and active learning. The educators can have a track on the students. This way they can have a better view to evaluate which techniques can be more effective for the students. 
The cons of blended education are discussed below-
· Resource’s access- Many times blended learning requires utilizing technology that is outside of the classroom. Every student will not have access to the resources. This can be difficult or impossible for some students.
· Individual learner’s support- This learning technique will not be beneficial for every student. Learners with different digital literacy and need may not find this blended learning gainable without the right support.
· The infrastructure- There is a need for a huge setup of internal structure to apply blended learning. The university might not have the budget and the resources. Also, it can take huge time for material preparation, training, necessary logistics and setup. 
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In 21st-century the students not only have choices of higher education (HE) programs but also they can choose between classes that are online or in person. The technology’s evolution enables learners to use the internet to take lectures rather than to attend class in a setting of the traditional classroom. For some types of students, this solution is ideal. But the others still prefer the academic format which is old-fashioned. So, the traditional learning format is beneficial or not is arguable.
The pros of traditional classroom learning are discussed below-
· More interaction- In the classroom environment, the students interact with their instructors and peers face-to-face. This is an educational aid as well as a social benefit. The students have a chance to make friends as they see the same classmates every day. They can also find their lifelong connections which are professionals in higher education (Sadeghi, 2019). The students can physically participate in a class discussion or lecture. The students can face-to-face ask the instructors to clarify if they don’t understand something. This option is always open for them.
· Traditional experience- Sometimes the students only know the classroom environment styled education system. So they are very much comfortable in this. The students can learn structurally rather than present with self-directed activities, written lectures and course books. On this structure, the students can rely on supporting their learning. It might be hard for the students to gain learning materials with an online learning structure. 
· Systematic experience- The study organizations provide systemic education for the students (Dalvi, 2018). They can practice appropriate behaviour in the classes. They have to oblige class schedules and timely lunch breaks. These will maximize the progression of the students. This can shape a student’s mind and character which can help them in their future career.
· Educational & social development- Traditional learning can motivate the students to be well disposed and progressively social. Online studies can’t provide these opportunities. The traditional classrooms can provide instructive and social advancement with the human association which is steady. 
The cons of traditional classroom learning are discussed below-
· Lack of flexibility- The traditional learning class means it is campus-based. The classes are scheduled and they will not change for anyone. The students have to change their schedules which are personal for the university. Even if the students have any emergency still the rules of the organization cannot be changed and the student must adjust with them. They can’t take the classes at a suitable time. If any students are doing any part-time jobs and if their schedule conflicts, the student has to choose between their paycheck and their education. 
· Travel consideration- The students must attend physically in the classes to get their attendance. If some students travel long distances must start their journey earlier than other students to arrive in the class in time. They can face weather problems or long traffics on the road. Also, they have to spend more money than others for a long time. This can be challenging for some financially challenged students as they are spending money on education costs too.
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In the past, learning in the HE sector mostly follows classroom learning due to many reasons. Unavailability of high technology, no travel restriction or social distancing and others are some of those reasons. However, this type of learning method has proven to be one of the best since it has produced many world leaders. Classroom learning is often termed cooperative learning by many researchers. The benefits of this cooperative learning are supported by many pieces of research and those show that the everyday association with each other helps the student to materialise their knowledge (Bashir, Nisar and Gul, 2020). One of the major advantages of this classroom learning is that the teacher can easily assess the characteristics of any student based on the classroom events. The physical presence of both student and teacher helps this assessment (de Ruiter, Poorthuis and Koomen, 2019). During classroom learning, a teacher can gain the attention of the students through various activities and due to this, a student does not lose any time. For example- In many schools, a teacher gives classroom tasks such as reading a paragraph or telling the inner meaning of a paragraph from the understanding of the student. This is an exercise that ensures that the student learns from the class. Moreover, both the student and teacher’s physical presence ensure it.
Classroom learning also guides learning through activities. During any study session, a teacher can show practical examples right in front of the students. It helps them to memorise it better (Northern Illinois University, 2021). The examples can be physically constructed. For example- Our professors sometimes conduct role-play exercises to help us to understand the importance of career development or employability skills.
The present teaching and learning method are mostly shifted to blended learning which is a combination of the online learning methods with a face-to-face approach. The blended learning of university education at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David (UWTSD) follows the virtual learning method that provides inclusive and engaging learning activities for the student along with face-to-face sessions with tutors to up-to-date their learning and knowledge (UWTSD, 2021). This is one of the most intriguing digital innovations that is placed in UWTSD and was full-fledged implemented during the time of the Covid-19 Pandemic to ensure proper education of its students (Torres Martín et al., 2021). The virtual learning environment is created using Moodle where the students find enough material for their studies. Apart from that Lectures and online seminars help them to assess their learning and gather knowledge. The Moodle provides learning resources and an online library from where any student gets the necessary research materials. The face-to-face meetings are also a big help for the students. For example- If a student of UWTSD faces difficulty understanding any part of his learning materials, his tutor guides him in an online session upon request.
There is another advantage of the Virtual Learning Environment of this blended learning method which is discussion forums. Here a group of students can discuss a specific topic and provide information to each other (Onyema et al., 2019). It is very helpful for students as the different perspectives can be understood. In UWTSD we enjoy these discussion forums during our project as a source of learning.
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The previous evaluation on classroom learning and blended learning in higher education have shown many advantages as well as disadvantages to me. My own experience is consist of both these two types of learning and based on that I can make several recommendations that will help to improve the learning method in the higher education sector.
· The usage of the Virtual Learning Environment of UWTSD should be familiarised to the new students with the help of inline meetings through Zoom or Google Meet. This will develop an understanding among the students and help them to properly use the Virtual Learning Environment to gather knowledge on their subjects.
· The Moodle should be user friendly so that the students can easily get their necessary research resources easily. Also, a specific reading list and tutorials should be provided for the basic understanding of the students regarding the subjects.
· Every assignment should contain a video brief which makes it easier for the student to understand what are the necessary requirements of the assignment. This should be provided for both the theoretical and practical assignments.
· Students should be given role-play assignments with their tutors as well as their classmates as this will help them to understand the natural scenario of the professional world.
· There should be a different section in the moodle where the student can give online tests and quizzes at a regular interval. This should prepare them for the competitive professional world.
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In order to conclude, it can be mentioned that different students need a different kind of learning system. Some of them prefer a blended learning system and the others are comfortable in traditional learning classes. Both systems have their advantages and disadvantages. This report has been dealt with blended learning and classroom learning on student attainment. Moreover, the pros and cons of blended learning in university education are elaborated. Furthermore, the pros and cons of traditional classroom learning in the HE sector are described. On the other hand, the evaluation of teaching and learning in the past and present is explained in this report. After that, some recommendation based on the evaluation has been illuminated.
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