Reference Works Assignment 1: The Ring of Iron

I confirm that I have not used AI tools in research and creation of this assignment. I confirm that I have not presented any AI generated materials as my own work. I confirm that have copies of my drafts, notes, and other resources I used, which I may be asked to provide as evidence.
[image: ]








Figure 1The Iron Ring of Wales, (Gareth Williams, 2011)



The Ring of Iron refers to a series of castles in constructed during the occupation of Wales on the orders of King Edward the 1st. They include Beaumaris, Caernarfon, Conwy, Hawarden old Castle, Builth Castle, Rhuddlan Castle, Aberystwyth Castle, Flint Castle, and Builth Castle and Harlech. The castles were built in stages during conflicts between the king of Gwynedd and Edward I during the periods of 1277 to 1282 with final construction ending in 1295.[footnoteRef:1] This period of defensive construction was a continuation of forms of defensive architecture from previous points of conflict. Some of the previous castle sites were further developed by Edward I during his period of construction. Author Gold-Pambianchi notes: [1:  ‘Architects, Advisors and Design at Edward I’s Castles in Wales’, in Late Medieval Castles, ed. by Robert Liddiard and Nicola Coldstream (Boydell & Brewer, 2016), pp. 41–60 (p. 41).] 

Situated on the shores of the River Seiont, Caernarfon was pragmatically erected at the site of a previous Roman fort and motte and bailey (77 A.D. and 1090 A.D.). [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Jayson Daniel Gold-Pambianchi, ‘Chapter 4: King Edward “Longshanks” and the Conquest of Wales’, in The Impetus of Castle Construction: To Fortify or Aggrandize? (Proquest, 2019), pp. 50–51 (p. 50) <https://www.proquest.com/openview/e944dc27021114d59908101b21c25363/1?pq-origsite=gscholar&cbl=18750&diss=y> [accessed 11 November 2025].] 

Caernarfon Castle is only one example of the many structures the Edwardians had repurposed from the Normans and other groups.
Following the conquest of England in 1066, Norman forces launched several military campaigns into the Welsh Kingdoms. These campaigns introduced the motte-and-bailey style of castle to Wales which were implemented by both sides during the various conflicts.  The purpose of these Castles shifted throughout this period while initially, early castles such as Chepstow served as a barrier to prevent Welsh incursions into Gloucestershire.[footnoteRef:3] Later castles served as defensive strongholds maintaining control over newly conquered land. Norman castles followed the motte-and-bailey structure pattern. The motte refers to the central keep built on raised ground and the bailey is the walled courtyard surrounding the motte.[footnoteRef:4] This style of castle was quick to build with the foundations and early structures built with earthen ramparts and wooden palisades before replacing the materials with stone as the site became more secure. [footnoteRef:5]  [3:  ‘The Gwent County History’, in Vol. 1 Gwent in Prehistory and Early History, ed. by Miranda Aldhouse-Green and Ray Howell, 5 vols (University of Wales Press, 2004), I, p. 275.]  [4:  Lise Hull, Understanding the Castle Ruins of England and Wales: How to Interpret the History and Meaning of Masonry and Earthworks (McFarland, 2009), p. 37.]  [5:  Arnold Joseph Taylor, Caernarfon Castle and Town Walls, Welsh Historic Monuments, 4th edn (Cadw Welsh Historic Monuments, 2004) <http://archive.org/details/caernarfon-castle> [accessed 2 November 2025].] 

After the conquest of Wales in rare instances the castles constructed in the Norman expansions would be repurposed to serve as estate manors for the ruling elites in the later Edwardian Era. Carew Castle in Pembrokeshire is one example of this shift in purpose. [footnoteRef:6]  [6:  Adrian Pettifer, Welsh Castles: A Guide by Counties (Boydell & Brewer, 2000), p. 155.] 

 Following the defeat of the last native Welsh rulers, the English King Edward I ordered several new castles to be built in central and north Wales to solidify his occupation which is known as The Ring of Iron. Most of the castles from this period were built as a type of fortified town or bastide.[footnoteRef:7]   [7:  Jeffrey Thomas, ‘Edwardian Castles’, Archive, CastleWales.Com, 2009 <https://www.castlewales.com/edwrdcas.html> [accessed 11 November 2025].] 

Several stone castles built to form the Iron Ring include Beaumaris, Caernarfon, Conwy and Harlech and they are formally recognised by UNESCO as World Heritage Sites. The organization describe them as:
The four castles of Beaumaris, Conwy, Caernarfon, Harlech and the attendant fortified towns at Conwy and Caernarfon in Gwynedd, North Wales, are the finest examples of late 13th century and early 14th century military architecture in Europe, as demonstrated through their completeness, pristine state, evidence for organized domestic space, and extraordinary repertory of their medieval architectural form. [footnoteRef:8] [8:  UNESCO World Heritage Centre, ‘Castles and Town Walls of King Edward in Gwynedd’, UNESCO World Heritage Centre, n.d. <https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/374/> [accessed 11 November 2025].] 

To this day, these castles remain a cornerstone to Welsh history and Wales’ modern identity.
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Castles of North Wales

The iron ring of

Edward Longshanks

During the late 13th century, King Edward | sanctioned the build-
ing of a string of castles to fortify the North Wales coast. Together
they formed an ‘Iron Ring’ with which to restrain the recalcitrant
Welsh. Militarily, these stone behemoths were of limited value as
they were often defended by small garrisons. Although these were
considered adequate to maintain the castle, they certainly proved
insufficient to protect the adjoining town and its population as
later Welsh rebellions would clearly reveal. What, then, was the
purpose of such an expensive building project in North Wales?

By Gareth Wiliams

Before Edward's extravagant outlay, the
Welsh princes of Guynedd already pos:
sessed stone castles. These were defined
by an irregular plan which was often dic

Mesiatwpuer s

tated by the rocky outcrops upon which
they were sitated. Their style pivoted
around 3 stone keep and sometimes
incorparated distinctive elongated spsidal

towers. Strong gatehouses were notably
absent az were good quality curtain walls;
it seems their strength lay in exploiting
the topographical features of the land
scape, along with rock cut ditches. Welsh
castles were often established in highly
strategicplaces

When Wales was Welsh
Doluyddelan Caste, buit by Liywelyn ap
orwierth (o5, posthumously, Liywelyn Faur
~in Englih, Liywelyn the Great) between
1210 and 1240, guarded the Liedr Valley,
being located on a prominent crag adja-
cent to an important route through the
Snowdonian massif - the heartand of the
Kingdom of Guynedd. Ewloe Castle, built
by Liywelyn ap Grffudd c. 2257, was also
positioned in 3 sensitive and highly vola-
e area known a5 the Middie Country’ (Y




