Analysing Crime Data
Is there a link between poverty and acquisitive crime?
Objective: Students will learn to apply various research methods to analyse crime data, interpret findings and present their conclusions.
Instructions:
Please get into 2 groups.
Group 1: Quantitative Analysis
· You will be tasked with reviewing data sets in relation to crime statistics to investigate whether there is a link between poverty and acquisitive crime in Wales.
· In order to do this, please utilise data from ONS, The Crime Survey for England and Wales, Police.UK, Statista, NHS, House of Commons, Third Sector organisations (to name a few). 
· You will need to use this data to calculate crime rates, compare different types of crime, identify trends in poverty and crime rates.
· Develop a hypothesis: Based on this initial analysis, create a hypothesis. For example: ‘The increase in burglary rates is correlated with economic downturns’.
· Data interpretation: Please discuss whether your data findings support or refute your hypothesis. You will need to consider potential biases and limitations.
· Presentation: Each group will present their findings to the class. This should include:
An overview of the dataset used
The research methods adopted
Hypothesis
Kind findings and interpretations
Conclusions and recommendations







Group 2: Qualitative Analysis
· You will be tasked with reviewing data sets in relation to crime statistics to investigate whether there is a link between poverty and acquisitive crime.
· In order to do this, please utilise data 
· You will need to conduct a content analysis of crime reports or news articles to understand the context and narratives around certain crimes. What types of crime, where and why do these crimes happen?
· Develop a hypothesis: Based on this initial analysis, create a hypothesis. For example: ‘The increase in burglary rates is correlated with economic downturns’.
· Data interpretation: Please discuss whether your data findings support or refute your hypothesis. You will need to consider potential biases and limitations.
· Presentation: Each group will present their findings to the class. This should include:
An overview of the dataset used
The research methods adopted
Hypothesis
Kind findings and interpretations
Conclusions and recommendations


