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Reasons for Choosing Topic (one short paragraph):
I’ve got a strong interest in late medieval and Tudor history, particularly in the Henrician era. I am interested in women’s history, such as the impact that female rulers had on the society of the time. I’ve got a passionate interest in the history of the sisters of Henry VIII, as well as the six wives of Henry VIII. I am also interested in the shifting patterns of social, cultural, religious and political history of the Tudor era.
Preliminary Summary of Themes, Aims and Objectives (one to three paragraphs):
I will be examining ‘how important marriage was to the consolidation of power in Tudor England’. I will be looking at each of the Tudor monarchs individually (with the exception of Edward VI). I will be looking at such things as: 
· The marriage of Henry VII to Elizabeth of York and its importance in the unification of England following the Wars of the Roses.
· The six marriages of Henry VIII in relation to political power, religion, the extent of female influence and also in relation to the concept of courtly love. 
· The marriage of Mary I to Philip II of Spain and its political and social impacts on England.
· Queen Elizabeth I as the ‘Virgin Queen’ and the exercise of female power in Tudor England. I will particularly be focusing on female history/gender approaches in this essay.
· Marrying for love/courtly love – in particular looking at the marriage of Henry VIII and Anne Boleyn, as well as figures such as Mary Tudor, Queen of France. In relation to this, I will be commenting upon female power in Tudor England and evaluating the extent that women could exercise a degree of control over their marriages.
· The importance of betrothals in Tudor England in relation to power and politics. I will consider significant figures such as Elizabeth of York and Katherine of Aragon and how their betrothals shaped English politics.
· How the birth of heirs solidified a woman’s place as Queen – specifically looking at both ends of the spectrum, Elizabeth of York to Elizabeth I.
Brief Preliminary List of Primary and Secondary Sources (mention any relevant archives, etc. here):
Primary Sources: 
· Contemporary accounts/letters (including love letters wherever possible eg. Anne Boleyn/Henry VIII).
· Portraiture and material sources (eg. tapestries, books of hours, altar cloths, etc).
· Wills and tombs (particularly those that depict husband and wife together).
· [possibly] Architecture  – in particular, chapels, state rooms, etc., built by Tudor monarchs for their spouses (for example, Non-such Palace and Katherine Howard).
· Accounts of weddings, coronations, births of heirs, etc.
· [possibly] accounts of executions, arrests, etc. 
Secondary Sources
· Books, journals, articles, etc.
· Websites, online resources, etc.
· Lectures, seminars, documentaries, etc. 
Relevant Archives
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Archives and libraries
· Museums and galleries 
· Royal Palaces and places of significance
