Form validation

1. Some simple validation to check whether the form box is blank or not:
[image: ]
[image: ]
<html>
<head>
<script type="text/javascript">
function checkit()
{
fname=document.getElementById("fn").value
themessage=document.getElementById("message")
	if(fname=="")
	{
	themessage.innerHTML="You didn't enter your name! Please enter it now"
	}
	else
	{
	themessage.innerHTML="All good!"
	}
}
</script>
</head>
<body>
Welcome to my website!<br><br>

<form action="javascript:checkit()">

First name: <input type="text" id="fn"><br><br>

<input type="submit">

</form>

<div id="message">...</div>


2. Other tests - .length  
We can also test for length using .length Using the fname variable above we can test whether the name is too short or too long:
if(fname=="")
	{
	themessage.innerHTML="You didn't enter your name! Please enter it now"
	}
	else if(fname.length<2)
	{
	themessage.innerHTML="Name is a bit short"
	}
	else if(fname.length>100)
	{
	themessage.innerHTML="Name is a bit long"
	}
	else
	{
	themessage.innerHTML="All good!"
	}
}
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3. Other tests isNaN()


<script type="text/javascript">
function checkit()
{
fname=document.getElementById("fn").value
themessage=document.getElementById("message")
	if(fname=="")
	{
	themessage.innerHTML="You didn't enter your name! Please enter it now"
	}
	else if(fname.length<2)
	{
	themessage.innerHTML="Name is a bit short"
	}
	else if(fname.length>100)
	{
	themessage.innerHTML="Name is a bit long"
	}

	else if (!isNaN(fname))
	{
	themessage.innerHTML="I don't think that's a name"
	}
	else
	{
	themessage.innerHTML="All good!"
	}
}
</script>

Note: To look for numbers, !isNaN – “not” is Not a Number – ie if it’s a number. We have to use a double negative here.


4. Using regular expressions

For testing the validity of an input with a specific format, a regular expression can be used. 
A regular expression is quite a difficult thing to write, but fortunately pre-written expressions for common inputs (such as email or postcode) can easily be found online.
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<html>
<head>
<script type="text/javascript">
function checkit()
{
thepc=document.getElementById("pc").value
themessage=document.getElementById("message")

var re = new RegExp("[A-Za-z]{1,2}[0-9][0-9A-Za-z]?\\s?[0-9][A-Za-z][A-Za-z]");

	if (re.test(thepc)) //test the value against the regular expession (held in re)
	{
	themessage.innerHTML="Postcode OK";//true (it matched)
	} 
	else 
	{
	 themessage.innerHTML="Postcode Invalid"//false (it didn't match)
	}
}
</script>
</head>
<body>
Welcome to my website!<br><br>

<form action="javascript:checkit()">
Postcode: <input type="text" id="pc"><br><br>
<input type="submit">
</form>

<div id="message">...</div>

</body>
</html>



5. Some string processing - .toUpperCase()  .toLowerCase()

Sometimes we might want to correct sloppy input by users, for example, postcodes:

For example:
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Rewrite to capital letters:
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<html>
<head>
<script type="text/javascript">
function checkit()
{
thepc=document.getElementById("pc").value
themessage=document.getElementById("message")
document.getElementById("pc").value=thepc.toUpperCase()//rewrite contents of text box in uppercase
}
</script>
</head>
<body>
Welcome to my website!<br><br>

<form action="javascript:checkit()">
Postcode: <input type="text" id="pc"><br><br>
<input type="submit">
</form>

<div id="message">...</div>

</body>
</html>
5

image4.png
Welcome to my website!

N —




image5.png
Welcome to my website!

Postcode: [sal &ph





image6.png
Welcome to my website!

Postcode: [SAT 8PH





image1.png
Welcome to my website!

First name:

You didn't enter your name! Please enter it now




image2.png
Welcome to my website!

First name: [Gaynor

All good!




image3.png
Welcome to my website!

First name: |Gsssssssssssssssssssssss]

Name is a bit long




