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Assessment for this module consists of TWO elements:  TWO essays of 3000 words each. Each essay has the value of 50% of the final mark. One of your essays must be written on a subject from Section A, and the other from Section B. You must not duplicate material
SECTION A

1.
Consider the suggestion that The Shipman’s Tale is a comic demonstration that ‘nothing is sacred’.

2.
Explore the juxtaposition of commerce and sex in The Shipman’s Tale, indicating what effect that juxtaposition has on our response to sexuality OR to commerce in the tale.

3.
Debate whether the comedy of The Miller’s Tale exemplifies, or undermines, a misogynous point of view.

4.
Investigate whether the nature of the revenge plot in The Reeve’s Tale sustains, or diminishes, the narrative’s humour.

5.
‘The comedy of The Friar’s Tale depends only marginally on the traditions of “anti-clerical satire”.’  Discuss. 
6.
The Summoner’s Tale can be described as ‘a comedy of deflation’.

7.
Discuss the suggestion that ‘unexpectedly, May proves neither to need nor to deserve our sympathy in The Merchant's Tale’'.

8.
Summarize two divergent narrative completions of The Cook’s Tale as fabliau; then explain how well each befits the conventions of the medieval comic tale.


SECTION B
Note:  Essays for Section B should refer to AT LEAST TWO of the tales.

1.
Determine whether women are empowered, or disempowered, in Chaucer’s comic tales.

2.
Consider whether it would be true to say that ‘Chaucer’s comic characters take us beyond comic stereotypes’.

3.
Investigate whether Chaucer ‘disturbs’ comedy with serious implications.

4.
In what ways do texts for this module suggest that competition is a powerful ingredient in comic narrative?

5.
Use course texts to analyze distinctions and parallels between comic justice and moral justice.

6.
In what ways and to what effects does Chaucer use male vanity as a basis for comedy?
7.
What evidence within the comic tales could help us to deduce the social stratum to which they most appeal?

8.
Investigate some of the ways in which Chaucer exploits conventions AND/OR themes from romance to create comic situations and comic narratives in AT LEAST TWO of the tales studied for this module.






