Suzanne Curtis
SJIE5001
Choose a specific key stage and critically evaluate how current initiatives support the development of numeracy across the curriculum within your setting.  Compare practice to the academic literature and policy.



Numeracy is very important as it is a life skill, we use daily. We use numeracy without us even realising it.   Telling the time, creating food, handling money, playing with toys as a child and how we use logic.  Numeracy can be argued that it helps us build our confidence by being able to use reasoning skills, for example, making decisions about our economy, understanding statistics including using directions for which way we go or what we want to achieve in our life. Choosing a career, finding transport and applying for a Mortgage. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]For the purpose of this assignment I am going to critically evaluate initiatives in Key Stage 3 of a comprehensive school based within a small town in South Wales. The main age group I shall be discussing is the first year, year 7 where they are aged between 11 to 12 years old. The Numeracy Framework of the Donaldson report, ESTYN and the Cockroft report (1982), shall be compared, while analysing government policies which look at initiatives that have been developed to provide support within my school setting. For the purpose of anonymity, the school shall be named School A, where I can identify practical approaches and how they have helped to potentially overcome barriers.  School A is based in a very deprived area where DATA Analysis has shown boys are falling behind in Mathematics and Numeracy compared to girls and will identify strategies implemented by the setting.

Estyn developed the New Literacy and Numeracy framework component across keys stages 2 and 3 which became statutory across education, September 2012. (ESTYN, 2014)
The reasoning behind the new framework was to allow educators the opportunity over three years to improve the numeracy skills across the curriculum, by improving staff and pupils understanding.  Estyn, devised the new Literacy and Numeracy statutory tests for pupils in year two, ages six to seven, up to year nine, ages thirteen to 14 years old.   
The key aim of the numeracy aspect of the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework is to help raise standards of numeracy in schools by assisting teachers of all subjects to identify and provide appropriate opportunities for pupils to apply their numeracy skills across the curriculum. (ESTYN, 2014).
Which suggests Estyn, recognises the importance of Numeracy throughout education and it is also staff that need to ensure their own understanding has improved.  It was observed that Numeracy was not being developed across the whole curriculum, ‘The four strands of the National Literacy and Numeracy Framework they found that needed to be developed were numerical reasoning, using number, measuring and data skills.’ (ESTYN, 2014, pg. 1).
In 1982 the Cockroft Report identified the fundamental need for Mathematics. The report described how all other subjects were not as important unless Mathematics was grasped by the learner. (Cockroft, 1982) This


