According to UK Parliament (2023) “A constitution is the set of principles and rules by which a country is organised and it is usually contained in one document”. This means that they have rules and laws in place of how the country is put together. This shows that throughout the assignment there will be discussions about the extent of parliamentary sovereignty also known as parliamentary supremacy. This assignment will involve debates to do with the component of the UK’s constitution within Parliamentary sovereignty and to make for and against points to discuss whether Parliament is supreme or not. As we can see the points made about the assignment shows whether parliament is the supreme body or not. In summary, the main aim is to discuss whether parliament is the supreme body or not.
[bookmark: _Int_6jhKQc81][bookmark: _Int_VMuQBhox][bookmark: _Int_UjhRZlch][bookmark: _Int_YJaU8640][bookmark: _Int_5zMdIut9][bookmark: _Int_hPBMGem9][bookmark: _Int_rUQbMVuY]The Constitution Unit (2022) “The rule of law is a fundamental principle underpinning the UK constitution. Its core principles include limits on state power, protection for fundamental rights and judicial independence.” This means that the rule of law is set for the UK to follow laws that are put in place for them. This shows that they must follow these principles otherwise they could be punished. The British Institute of Human Rights (2023) states “Parliamentary sovereignty is often said to be ‘the defining principle of the British Constitution’”. This addresses that parliamentary sovereignty is the supreme body that have quite a few important powers in the UK. For example, choosing which laws should no longer be a law in the UK. The separation of powers is split into 3 bodies which include executive, judiciary, and legislature. The executive is the part of the government, the judiciary is the judges, and the legislature is within parliament. StudySmarter (2023) says “This branch of government is responsible for making vital decisions, implementing policies, and ensuring that the laws are enforced.” This explains that the government has a vital role because they must make important decisions within laws which can change the UK’s perspective if a law is changed, or the government produce a new law that members of the public do not agree with. Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2023) addresses “The responsibility of the judiciary to protect citizens against unlawful acts of government”. This shows that they must do their best to defend them against anything unlawful that an individual has done as this is one of their roles and responsibilities. UK Parliament (2023) states “They set taxes, choose what to spend public money on and decide how best to deliver public services”. This interprets that Parliament choose what they think is best for the public by providing them with excellent services they can use. Also, when parliament decides what they what to spend their money on they would spend it wisely on the public to ensure that the public receive what they are in need for. This would suggest that members of the public would be happy that they are able to have their say on what they think they are in need of the most. There are many reasons as to why Parliament is the supreme Law-making body. According to Wilson et al. (2020) “Parliament passes the laws by which the country operates”. This shows that Parliament can make and change laws on their terms and decide what is put in place for the UK. UK Parliament (2023) states “Debates the important issues of the day”. This explains that MP’s will debate on critical issues that are affecting the UK and will discuss how they can improve these issues for members of the public. Another role of Parlaiment is to check on what the government are spending taxes and money for the public on. This is to make sure that the government are spending the money wisely to ensure that the money is being shared out between taxes and money for the public equally. This makes parliament the supreme Law because they have the power to make new Laws or make changes to current Laws and are in control of these decisions. Even though Parliament can have debates about Laws it is still their final say in important debates. Another reason they are supreme is because they are in charge of spending money on the public. This role is quite crucial as the government have to spend wisely and decide what they should spend their money on to benefit the public. Overall, this explains why parliament is the supreme Law-making body. On the other hand, parliament is not the supreme Law-making body. This is because members of the public may not agree with the choices that Parliament make. This includes laws that they create or change and what they spend money on. Members of the public may disagree with Laws that they change or make because they may thing that it will not benefit them in the long run depending on what the Law is, or they may have different views on the Laws and disagree with them as they may not think it is right. Another reason could be that Parliament may not be putting enough money towards certain services which the public would not be happy with if they do not think some services are not getting the funding that they are in need of. This could include services such as schools or the NHS. For example, services such as the NHS would be in need of funding for their equipment in order to help members of the public. Binding future or past parliaments cannot go through as they cannot be changed when making laws within Parliament. www.parliament.uk (2022) explains “By this principle, Parliament’s law-making power is not subject to any permanent restrictions and therefore Parliament cannot bind its successors.” This suggests that Parliaments in the future will not be able to change laws that have been created and that they are not allowed to go through to future Parliaments if told to do so. Another example is that an Act of Parliament will only go through to future Parliaments under certain conditions. (Wilson et al., 2020, p. 32) “In summary then, in most cases an Act will only have future or prospective effect in terms of legislating for conduct, behaviour, standards or whatever the Act provides for.” This explains that an Act will only go through to future Parliaments if it has a major negative effect. Overall, this shows that Parliament do not have the power to let laws that have already been made go through to future Parliaments. Parliament could make a few changes to the way they sort important services and issues. One way could be to improve on how much they spend on public services. For example, Parliament could ask the public to decide what they think is best for the Government to spend the money on and then Parliament can finalise the decisions the government makes. By doing this the public would have a positive effect on this impact because they would be able to decide what service they think would need funding for more than any other public service. Another way to improve is how they change Laws. For example, if the public are not happy with a certain Law in place, Parliament could see what the public think that would need changing within the Law as these laws affect them and the Government and Parliament could find out their views on Laws that have been put in place for the UK. Once the Government decide whether they agree or disagree, Parliament can make the final decision on whether they agree with the public's opinion or not. This would have a positive effect on the public because they would be able to see that the government is listening to their views and taking it into consideration instead of ignoring the public.
In conclusion, there have been many key points within the assignment that have been explained to show an excellent understanding of the assignment. One point of discussion shown was to explain what the constitution was as this is an important part within Parliament. The next key points were to discuss the rule of Law and separation of powers. This was to show a good understanding of what they mean and what they are about. The final key point was to discuss if Parliament is the supreme law-making body. It is clear to see that the discussion about if Parliament is supreme or not has been explained from both point of views that included for and against points to debate whether Parliament is supreme or not so that were fair points from both sides. But there was also another discussion to see what Parliament could do to improve the way they sort important matters within the UK. As we can also see here there has been a few points made to improve on government spending and how they change Laws or make new Laws. This means that there has been a debate on how to make positive impacts on these important matters.
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