Handout: The Tang (618-907)

Contents of lecture
1. Introduction: The multicultural ambience of Tang China

Bureaucratic constitutionalism
The beginnings of the examination system
The Tang code
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The Sui and early Tang emperors

Sui: Wendi 37 (r. 589-605), Yangdi 457 (r. 605-618) [zunhao %55 =
posthumous honorary name]

Tang: Gaozu =il (r. 618-626), Taizong A% (r. 626-649), Gaozong 555 (r. 649-
683), Empress Wu U5 (r. 655-705), Xuanzong % %% (713-756) [temple name =
miaohao F 5]

The Three Secretariats (san sheng =)
zhongshu sheng F135%4 (Imperial secretariat)
menxia sheng '] 4 (Chancellery)

shangshu sheng &4 (Department of State)




Examination system

chushen & (official qualification; “roll of officials”)

yin {& (hereditary privilege)

ju 2 (“to present”)

mingjing B1&E (“clear understanding of the Classics”) jinshi # 1 (“promoted
scholar”)

The Legal Code
jian min J&IX (“base people”) liang min RIX (“common people”)
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