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1. 	Introduction

As part of the upgrading of the north/south transport corridor in on the western seaboard of Wales the Welsh Parliment is to investigate a proposal to construct a major new road between Rhydyfelin and Aberystwyth. The archaeological potential of the mouth of the Ystwyth is little understood although submerged peats are present on the foreshore, a major hill fort exists on Pen Dinas and the first castle in Aberystwyth overlooks the valley.  As a consequence of this development a detailed desktop assessment and programme of works is required for the development and associated infrastructure.  

The project brief requires that a desktop evaluation focuses on the nature, associated environments and ages of the sequences to be impacted.  Furthermore these sequences need to be placed within an archaeological framework derived from study of the HER and associated published literature.  The desktop evaluation should outline the findings and develop a methodology for site investigation. 


[bookmark: _Toc46635532][bookmark: _Toc87680276][bookmark: _Toc46635533]2.	The Development Area

The development includes a road and two bridges across the Ystwyth as outlined on the accompanying map. 


[bookmark: _Toc87680277]3.	Geology

[bookmark: _Toc46635534][bookmark: _Toc87680279]The underlying geology of the site comprises Ordovician shale and sandstone bedrock overlain by a thick sequence of alluvium.  


4.	Aims and Objectives

The objectives of the reporting are:
· To address the location, nature and likely age of any archaeological material within the area.
· To describe the likely subsurface stratigraphy within which any archaeology is likely to be enclosed
· To provide information on the environments of deposition of any identified deposits
· To comment on the likely age of deposits
· To describe appropriate methodologies for investigating the sub-surface archaeological potential.
· To locate appropriate works along the route corridor.


5.          Assessment

You will produce a written report of 2500 words length.  The report will be written in the form of an appropriate desk top evaluation report and will be fully illustrated with maps, figures and diagrams.
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