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Introduction 
Historical Background
The Schroder house was built in 1924 in Utrecht in the Netherlands and according to Overy et al. (1988), it is seen as one of the most influential examples of early modern architecture. The house was designed by a Dutch architect Gerrit Rietveld for a client of his Truus Schroder-Schrader who wanted a home that would reflect a new way of living. Unlike traditional homes at the time that were split into separate rooms the Schroder house was designed to be more open to fit the needs of its residents.      
Building Purpose                              
The purpose of the building was both practical and experimental. It was built to be a private residence but was also intended to express the De Stijl movement, this is an artistic style that focuses on simplicity, abstraction, and the use of primary colours with geometric forms (Overy et al., 1988 p.89). Rietveld designed the home to be something different from conventional architecture using open spaces with movable walls to allow for a more dynamic layout. 
The house is currently recognised as a landmark that people can visit still demonstrating how the design of the building can influence the way you live and interact in a space. 













Chapter 1: Drawing analysis 
Plan Analysis
[image: ]This is a plan view of the Schroder house showing the ground floor layout to the house. From looking at the drawing, you can see the house has a flow space consisting of the hall and central staircase connecting some of the different rooms in the house. Looking at the entrance at the bottom of the plan, movement flows into the hall, this then provides access to three of five surrounding rooms which include the studio, reading room, workspace, bedroom, and the kitchen/dining/living area (Zijl, 2016. P.62). 
Within the house the kitchen/living space is the largest room in the house which functions as the social space. The other services in the house such as the toilet is placed close to the entrance and circulation area for convenience. The chimney is positioned near to the centre of the plan; this is so the chimney can be used as a functional heating element. 
Section Analysis
[image: ]This is one of the sections of the Rietveld Schroder house, the drawing shows the buildings internal vertical organisation of the house and its relationship between the two floors. The section clearly shows the different room separations and the divide between the ground and first floor emphasising the form and style of De Stijl. On the ground floor there are more rooms and partitions that are there to serve a function including circulation and service areas while the upper floor of the section shows there are lighter partitions and a more open space.
Zijl (2016) notes that this shows Rietveld's concept of a flexible living space; where the sliding walls and movable furniture can transform the first floor into either one large space or separate rooms. The section also shows the flat roof along with clean straight lines which contribute to the minimal and modern appearance of the building. Overall, these drawings show how the house has a balance between structural simplicity with functional areas while expressing the De Stijl principles. 







Chapter 2: Materials and Light
Materials
[image: ]The construction of the house uses a combination of modern materials that reflect the De Stijl movement (Zijl, 2016, p.68). The main structural materials include reinforced concrete, brick masonry, steel, timber, and large glass panels. The exterior walls and the floors are concrete and brick because they provide strength and stability to the rest of the building. There are also steel elements used in the frames of the windows and structural supports this allows for larger openings. According to Rietveldschroderhuis.nl, (2024), another material that is frequently used is glass making use of large windows to bring in natural light and connect the inside with the outside environment. 

The materials for this building were carefully chosen not just for their structural properties but also for their visual qualities. Smooth rendered surfaces and simple finishes were picked for the clean and minimal appearance that reflects modernist design. There is timber used throughout the doors, window frames, and the movable partitions allowing a flexible interior layout. The house also includes the use of primary colours in some elements further highlighting the artistic principles within the architecture (Zijl, 2016, p.68).   

 











Chapter 3: Idea and Theories Underpinning Design 
The Design 
The Rietveld Schroder house is seen as one of the most pivotal examples of modern architecture to the De Stijl movement (Mead, 2010, p.110). The main idea behind the design was to create a building that resembles simplicity, and abstraction by using geometric forms and clear horizontal and vertical lines. Instead of the traditional enclosed building, the house was designed to have intersecting panels and walls that appear as separate parts that interact with one another. The use of red, blue, and yellow on certain parts of the building highlighting the independence of each architectural component. 
One of the most pioneering parts of the house was that it had a flexible interior design. Different to the usual houses at the time the upper floor was designed as a complete open plan space with movable partitions. This easily allowed the space to be reconfigured into separate rooms or opened to one space depending on the occupants needs. The design of this building was revolutionary for residential architecture at the time and further influenced many later modern buildings. 














Conclusion 
To conclude the Rietveld Schroder house, designed by Gerrit Rietveld, is an important example of modern architecture which was successful in being in conformity with the style of De Stijl (Sveiven, 2010). The straightforward design focused on geometric forms and the use of horizontal and vertical lines. The key feature to this house was the upper floor interior space that allows for different uses. This innovative approach allowed the house to meet the needs of the occupants over time while maintaining a functional living space.
Overall, the building successfully achieved its aims by using functionality with artistic expression. The use of modern materials also helped to create a strong connection between the interior and exterior while delivering natural light and comfort. Through its modular interior design, the house shows how it can integrate with creative principles of architecture.
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