Is the criminal justice system in England and Wales in crisis?
This essay will analyse Joana Cherry's recent question on her podcast debating the following question “Is the criminal justice system in England and Wales in crisis?” The police, prosecution, courts, and four primary chapters comprise the criminal justice system in the United Kingdom (Criminal Justice 2022).
The criminal justice system (CJS) in England and Wales is preserving law and order by upholding the law and ensuring justice is correctly served. To also make sure justice is served fairly, criminals get the punishment they deserve to protect innocent victims
Garside (2008).
Certain cases are dealt with by courts and follow different paths to the courts of appeal. Cases will first through the magistrate’s court, where all criminal cases will initially be heard, but the crown court handles more serious causes e.g.: Murders. The Court of Appeal Criminal Division and possibly the UK Supreme Court will hear appeals from crown courts (cases and tribunals judiciary, 2023).
Court of Appeal- within the highest courts of England and Wales, the Court of Appeals is above all courts and solely hears appeals from other courts or tribunals. Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2022).
The high court: apart from handling high-volume and important civil law disputes that are not criminal, it also has supervisory jurisdiction over all lower courts or tribunals, with a few statutory restrictions Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2023b)
The crown court typically has a judge determine the punishment (or verdict) you received after a jury reaches a verdict, a verdict determining guilt or innocence.  UK Government (2012)
The county court: this court handles civil cases (non-criminal). Civil court cases are brought forward by people or businesses who feel that their rights have been violated, Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2023a).
HM COURTS and TRIBUNALS
As suggested by GOV.UK( 2013) in England and Wales, the management of criminal, civil and family courts and tribunals falls under the responsibility oh HM courts and tribunals service. In England and Wales the management of criminal civil, and family courts, and tribunals falls under the purview of HM Court and Tribunal Service. To deliver a just, effective, and efficient justice system, we will work alongside an independent judiciary. 
As stated by courts and tribunals judiciary (2024) numerous tribunals exist, addressing a wide variety of topics impacting daily existence.
Tribunals/chamber president/ the day-to-day judicial administrates of a tribunal or in the case of new simpler two-tier organisations, a chamber is the responsibility of its president, between the senior judiciary outside of the tribunal service, they serve as an essential conduit.
TRIBUNAL JUDGES 
Tribunal judges are legally qualified and accountable for guaranteeing that the decisions made at each tribunal hearing they preside over are legally sound.
TRIBUNALS MEMBER
A tribunal judge is a specialised non-legal member of the panel hearing the case known as a tribunal member. Non-legal members are not present on every panel Courts and Tribunals Judiciary (2019)

The criminal justice system in England and Wales is becoming a crisis, following the recent issue, eligible persons are unable to get Legal Aid because changes to the mean test have been pushed back. Prisons are overcrowded, it has been said that prisoners will be freed early to free up spaces. However, the government's unambitious objective of decreasing the crown courts' backlogs to 53000 by March 2025 is impossible, and trust in our criminal justice systems always continues to erode.  
The advantages and disadvantages of the criminal justice system in the United Kingdom (UK) are determined by the country’s legal traditions, laws, and social backgrounds.
Disadvantages are:
The criminal justice system in England and Wales is currently facing enormous challenges, resulting in a sense of crisis. Let's proceed through the main difficulties.
Legal aid is essential in ensuring that people, particularly those with limited financial resources, have access to legal representation and a fair trial. Recent modifications to the means test, which determines eligibility for legal aid, have been delayed. Due to this delay, many qualified individuals are unable to obtain the legal aid they require. The failure to get legal assistance hits the neediest people, potentially leading to failures of justice and weakening public trust in the judicial system 

Prison overcrowding is a serious issue in England and Wales. The prison population has outgrown the capacity of the buildings, resulting in tight and frequently cruel circumstances. To solve this issue, the government has explored releasing prisoners early to free up room. While this may bring fast comfort, it raises questions about public safety and the effectiveness of the rehabilitation process for individuals released early. Overcrowded jails put a strain on resources, making effective rehabilitation difficult and increasing the chance of criminal activity, Bulbul (2023).

Another major issue is the Crown Court backlog. The government's goal of reducing the backlog to 53,000 cases by March 2025 has been criticised as unambitious and unrealistic. The COVID-19 outbreak has increased the backlog, delaying judicial processes. A large backlog implies that cases take longer to hear, delaying justice for both victims and defendants. This delay may reduce trust in the court system since people believe it is ineffective and incapable of providing fast justice Casciani (2023).


Advantages are :
· fairness and Equality: The CPS is committed to preserving and safeguarding the basic liberties and human rights acts of all individuals who interact with the criminal justice system regardless of whether they are accused, witnesses, or victims. Crown Prosecution Service (2019)
· Reform of the Human Rights Act 1998: by allowing individuals to file lawsuits in UK courts based on the European Convention on Human Rights, the Human Rights Act of 1998 aimed to bring “right home”. Successive governments have expressed worry about its effect on the UK case law and legal authority, even if it has been in cutting down on the time and expenses associated with carrying out human rights. A consultation on ideas to replace the Act with a Bill of Rights has been opened by the government, which last year commissioned an independent assessment of the Act. Dawson (2021)
· Only increased and sustained funding can stop the ongoing collapse of our criminal justice system.
Why must criminal justice be reformed?
We must reform the justice system because the backlogs are affecting the criminal justice system, people's right to justice and human rights are being put in danger. So, it would be great if the government could reduce the backlog in England and Wales because of the risks it taking on the criminal justice system crisis.
However, According to Green (2013), The criminal justice system has many qualities we should be proud of (CJS). Throughout the world, people adore and aspire to it. It is highly skilled and committed workers who have developed creative ideas that have significantly helped the government’s difficult reduction effort and more affecting ways of conducting business, all while leading to a 5% decrease in crime in the previous year. However, there are other areas of the (CJS) that governments should not be proud of, and one of them is the use of its technology is still behind other public services which is difficult because it has too many complicated processes and old working styles, and it is still marked by unsuitable delays, complexity, which cause attribution to become unclear and unnecessary times and efforts expended on simple instances. The Stop the Drift reports by Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary (HMIC) revealed 70 points of interaction in a typical domestic burglary case that prevented progress due to information requests from multiple agencies and practitioners and at least seven instances where data had to be transferred. 

Despite recent improvements, the (CJS) can still be confusing and stressful for witnesses and victims, and their experience frequently falls short of what they could
anticipate from current public service. Now what the government want to achieve is to turn the criminal justice system into a cutting-edge public utility that responds to crime on time, to also give victims and witnesses the respect and care they need, and to offer the taxpayers much greater value for their money.
· The criminal justice system in England and Wales could be reformed if Legal Aid and Access to Justice Expand Eligibility for Legal Aid: Update the means test to ensure more people qualify for legal aid. Simplify the application process to make it more accessible. Increase Funding: Provide more resources to legal aid services to ensure enough representation for all eligible individuals. Public Legal Education: Improve public awareness and understanding of legal rights and the availability of legal aid services.
· Prison Reform
Reduce Overcrowding: To relieve overcrowding, either build new prisons or enlarge current ones. Improve the living conditions within the prison.
Focus on Rehabilitation: Invest in schooling, job training, and mental health services for convicts to minimise crime rates.
Options to prison Increase the use of community service, probation, and other non-custodial penalties for nonviolent criminals.
· Court System Efficiency
Increase judicial capacity by hiring more judges, and court workers, and support people to handle cases more efficiently.
Utilise Technology: To speed up the court process, use digital technologies for case administration, virtual hearings, and electronic filing.
Case Prioritising: Create procedures for prioritising cases based on gravity and impact, ensuring that critical concerns are dealt with quickly.
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