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What are the key social elements that affect a pupil’s ability to access education?

Introduction

Education is vital for our children to develop and fulfil their full potential. Getting the correct education gives the child a chance to learn and gain new skills. The purpose of education for children is to learn knowledge about what they will need to know in adult life and to thrive through education. It is vital for children to attend school to get the best opportunities. Children will develop skills and knowledge in literacy, maths and socio-emotional skills which will prepare them for a lifetime of learning (save the children, 2020).
 The education Quizzes (2016) stated a quote ‘Clearly, the better your education, the better your career prospects’ This states that without education, children will not achieve their full potential, their grades may be low and this might impact on their qualifications. 

 There are a number of benefits of education, it helps to reduce poverty as the global partnership for education (2017) stated that 171 million children could be lifted out of poverty with basic reading skills. 
Another benefit of education is to improve their social skills, to help them to learn how to engage with others. Having a good environment is important for children to learn skills to listen to others and express their ideas, making friends know how to share and to be accountable for their actions (child ventures, 2017). Children will also benefit from education as they will learn how to manage barriers and challenges and how they are able to overcome them. 

Firstly, the writer will be discussing what social elements that can affect a child’s education. Child poverty is one massive element that affects a child’s education as the writer had experienced a few issues regarding poverty as the writer observed a child attending school with poor hygiene, due to society and circumstances the child does not receive a healthy diet. We as the educational worker have been providing him with breakfast during classroom hours and supported him with his understanding of the importance of personal hygiene. The pupil’s home situation is causing his personal hygiene because he does not get regular showers at home and attends school with clothes that are too small and dirty. The school participates with a company called ‘ designed to smile’ to help pupils to improve their oral health hygiene (designed to smile, 2019)  and as a classroom, we support pupil’s hygiene care by enabling them to know what supplies are available to them in school such as oral care as they may not be available to them at home. Currently, the pupil is provided with showers and shower supplies as he does not get regular showers at home. The school and his family have agreed to this arrangement.  Whilst observing the pupil during school hours his behaviour may vary as he is not overly keen on learning, and it may show in his work. However, the pupil has the ability to change his ways. His schoolwork has progressed and so has his writing.  In the past, he did not attend school very much and presently his attendance has changed as he is attending school nearly every day. The pupil has been diagnosed with ADHD and is now within the school unit which supports him with his work with a good, calming environment.  One of his peers commented and it affected his confidence. Referring back to the question, the writer's experience with a child in practice, poverty impacts his education, behaviour and attendance. 
 Child poverty action group (2018) states that 87% of respondents say that poverty has a significant impact on education and there is 60% believes that the situation has worsened since 2015 (Child poverty action group, 2018). The children in wales (2014) noted that there have been figures published in 2016 showing that there are 29% of children living in poverty and have a negative effect on their lives. Children in poverty are less likely to describe learning as fun but disadvantage children thought that by being in school, it is a way of avoiding problems at home (Horgan,  2007) The children in wales (2014) have noted that there are 60% of children come from families that are on low-income. Therefore, poverty has a massive impact on children as they are left hungry, cold and are less likely to be able to join in activities as their peers. The issue with poverty is becoming greater as the cost of living is rising, buying essentials such as food groceries are getting more expensive and it affects the poorer people harder (2014)  and parents on low wages which makes it difficult to be able to afford essentials. Save the children (2009) have stated that the Welsh Assembly to obligate and reduce the number of poverty in 2010 and to abolish by 2020. The Welsh Assembly are hoping to raise the income for parents/carers living in poverty (2009). By doing this it will break down the number of families that are affected by poverty. In many cases, children that have been growing up in poverty will be more than likely in poverty in their adult life (2009). Save the children (2012) has noted that they see a pattern within families where the children will follow the same way of living as their parents or carers. This suggests that there is not enough being done to improve a child’s start of living. 
 When living in poverty in children, it could affect their mental health and well-being while they do not receive good health care such as food and oral care. Families that are either on a low income or unemployed find it hard when school trips are planned and they will not be able to afford the fees. As children in wales (2018) noted that parents that struggle with feeding and clothe their children, education lowers down the scare (2018). Although some parents work they are still struggling with school trips, books and other resources for school as they are on low income. School’s held charity events such as own clothes or dress-up days and to pay £1, but this affects children that live in poverty as they might not have dress-up clothes or clothes that are appropriate and are irrelevant to pay fees. Most children will not attend charity events as they might feel different to everyone else, and may lead to bullying.  Parents that work are unable to afford school meals. Therefore children and their families may be eligible for FSM but it is not available for everyone. Gov. Wales ( 2015 ) has announced that if parents receive benefits such as :

· Income support
· Child tax credits
· Income-based seekers allowance 
·  Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
· Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
· Guarantee element of State Pension Credit.
· Working Tax Credit 'run-on' 
Then they will be eligible to receive FSM for their children. 

On the 6th of April, there were new rules implemented for FSM by the Government which families that receive working tax credit would not be entitled to free school meals (2015). There are a few advantages to FSM. Families that receive free school meals for their children as it can improve their health, making sure they get fed daily, by getting the best nutrition which helps their diet and would be able to focus more in the classroom. Therefore, it helps families that are on low incomes and helps to reduce poverty. They will be entitled to £370 per year for each family and according to the children’s society (2012), they estimated that free school meals have been lifted to 140,000 children out of poverty. However, the Government is limiting the number of families that are claiming universal credits and earning less than £7, 400 a year (2020). This could affect many more families and children living in poverty as they will miss out of support. School can help to improve by holding breakfast clubs and after school clubs every day, this helps as parents can work longer hours and children can socialize with others. Also, the school could improve reducing the cost of school trips and may help with the costing for children that live in poverty. 

Nursery to the sixth form are entitled to free school meals but this only applies to full-time pupils that attend school most of the week (2018) and parents that work under 16 hours a week ( the children’s society, 2018).  By offering FSM in schools it helps the parents/carers to feed their children whilst they are at work. It gives the parents a peace of mind about their child’s health and well-being. The Welsh Government Wales (2015) published it’s tackling poverty action plan and has refreshed in 2013 and they have set targets and milestones to help to reduce child’s poverty for all Welsh Government Departments by improving educational goals for eligibility for FSM. 

StatsWales (2019) has shown how many pupils that are eligible for FSM and those who are not. 
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This shows that there are a large number of pupils that do not get support for free school meals as they dont meet the criteria that they ask for. There are 650 pupils that are able to receive FSM and 1,135 pupils that are not eligible.  
To tackle poverty in schools, it is important that schools tailor the curriculum by improving how children will learn, they could do this by making activities more enjoyable and giving rewards for good work, by doing this the child’s attendance and behaviour might increase to the better and to get more opportunities to learn. Schools can offer home visits, to educate their children and to provide parents with information on how they can help their child through education. Building positive relationships with parents is of great significance for them to feel welcome and to be encouraged (D.Williams, 2020, session 4, p14) The Welsh Government provided a funded programme for children under the age of 4 for flying start within the targeted area. The programme is to support children under 4 and their families. The Caerphilly. Gov has stated that Flying starts to focus to help the development of cognitive, language, physical and emotional skills (no date). The programme has drawn a number of positive outcomes. Children under the age of 4 can attend flying start without fees, full time or part-time, they offer health visiting service, parenting programmes and early years development (2014). Flying start provides parenting support to help them to support their child’s health and well being. Maslow hierarchy of needs (2020) states the importance of the child’s needs of being safe, their self-esteem, their psychological need and to be able to feel belonged and loved. These are the five important parts of the hierarchy triangle and to make sure that their needs are all met. Therefore, if a child’s needs such as food, cleanliness and warmth are not met, Maslow suggests that they will not reach their full potential. 

The second focus  of this assignment will be discussing additional learning needs and its effect on children’s education. There are multiple types of ALN which include autism (which referred to autistic spectrum disorder (ASD), ADHD, behaviour difficulties, and epilepsy (a condition in the brain which causes seizures and many more. The writer has experienced and observed numerous ALN children within an additional needs unit such as ADHD, autism and epilepsy . Therefore has witnessed its effect on children's development within an educational setting. Each child receives the support in line with their individual development plan. The unit provides a calm environment due to it’s small number of pupils and settings provided such as sensory rooms for children to use freely and to reduce distress. One child in particular receives a one to one to support as he suffers from epilepsy. The one to one provides him with additional support with his educational development and ensures that his specific needs are met. Also, the purpose of the one to one support is their awareness and experience to ensure the child receives the vital care during epileptic episodes. As the episodes have long lasting effects on his development. As the child’s developmental age is behind compared to children his own age, the main focus is to develop his basic needs and independence. Therefore, his additional learning needs impact his capability to receive and develop educationally in comparison to other pupils. The pupil has three different types of seizures. One includes a tonic-clonic seizure which HSB solicitors ( no date) noted where messages are not relayed within the brain properly. The second seizure is ‘atonic seizures when the pupil has lost all his strength and goes limp at his upper part body and falls. Lastly, the absence seizure where the pupil stares or blackouts for a few seconds. The pupil receives medication to help control and manage the seizures. Also, the pupil receives a particular medication when experiencing a tonic-clonic seizure. This affects the pupil’s education as his age is delayed 3 years and he has to begin again by learning basic needs, such as colours, numbers, alphabet and  basic life skills. ALN affects the pupils educational development as he needs a specific learning plan that focuses on the skills the pupil needs to develop as his development is behind in comparison as to others.  Children with the ALN which makes learning,  physical, sensory, emotional harder for them to accomplish than others. In many mainstream schools they do not have the resources to provide the correct education that is needed for children with ALN such as sensory rooms, calming environment and fewer pupils in a classroom. A child with additional learning needs specific support in line with their needs to be able to reach their full potential (Maslow, 2020)  ALN can affect their capability to learn new skills or information, their understanding and ability to store new information. According to the NHS (2018) it depends on how severe their needs are, as some have mild, moderate or severe disability. Some children will take longer to learn new skills but are able to communicate well and look after themselves and then there are children with severe disabilities who will need more support as they cannot communicate at all. ASD children experience difficulties with social interaction. The Clifton Primary school (no date) has noted that pupils with ASD  may also experience difficulties with language, communication and imagination, which can impact on how they relate to others. This affects their education as they find it hard to mix with other children and by doing a group activity in class this could make the pupil feel overwhelmed and frustrated. 
 Autism Speaks (2020) states that Autism spectrum disorder involves a broad range of conditions characterized by challenges with social skills, repetitive behaviors, speech and nonverbal communication. Pupils with additional needs find it very difficult to create and maintain friendships and may be bullied because they may be different to others and they do not have the same learning styles.. National autistic society (2019) notes that some ALN experiences sensory differences which can make it difficult to tolerate with noise, smell and lightning. Referring to experience, the writer has observed a pupil with ASD and this coincides with the information as the pupil can become distressed with noise. Therefore, the school provided headphones to decrease the level of noise to ensure that the pupil does not become distressed. Another effect of ALN in education as the National autistic society has noted is that pupils find transitions difficult, such as moving classroom or changing teacher, and unstructured time, such as breaks and lunchtimes which  causes anxiety for the pupil. ALN pupils prefer to have a daily routine and become confused when change in routine occurs. Therefore, it is vital to inform the pupils beforehand to reduce any anxiety. Most ALN find visual timetables helpful as it is clear for them to understand and process. Most episodes are reduced and they are likely to focus on tasks as their anxiety is lessened.  Pupils with aln might learn better in different ways, for instance learning virtually. Therefore, educators must ensure that each child receives the best education based on their learning. This will ensure that each child can develop the key skills needed in a way that suits their ALN such as typing if the child is unable to write. Each task should have the same outcomes for every child.

 This is the example of a visual support. 
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According to the Guardian (2018) there are thousands of children that are being 
excluded from schools. The Guardian has stated that some campaigners say the real figures are higher and because of the DfE data they are not including pupils with sen but without a statement to guarantee additional support (2018). This shows that there will be a lot of children having little to no support with their education as they do not  qualify as they do not have a statement for their needs.
Stats Wales (2019) has noted that there are 13,168 pupils that have special educational needs and have got a statement to receive  additional help and to ensure that the child gets the correct support that is needed to enable them to progress in school . There are 90,808 pupils that have special educational needs but without a statement. 
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This  is a growing concern as it shows that there is a crucial amount of pupils that have no support with their education and are being excluded. The Independent (2019)  has distinguished that there are hundreds of children with special needs being forced out of schools due to the funding which has dropped by £1.2bn over the past four years. This could affect the child’s mental health due to not exploring their school life and socializing with others which could lead to depression and anxiety. 
The Education Act 1993 required a code of practice which came out in the year 1994 which was produced by the Government.  The purpose of the code of practice is to provide guidelines to the local authorities and relevant persons to respect ALN . The code of practice is vital within schools as it ensures that all pupils are within a safe environment and are protected. Also, it is important to follow the policy of this to work professionally. Also, the eci (2020) stated that the code of practice is important to relevant people within practice to help employees to locate relevant documents, services and other resources related to ethnic organizations.





This essay highlights the impact and long term effects of poverty and Additional learning needs and the ability to access education. Children living through poverty need more support with their education with buying school clothes, resources and charity events that are held in school. Many families suffer as prices of fuel, food groceries and other essentials increase every year. Most families are under poverty as they are on low income or even unemployed and if they claim working tax credits the child would not be eligible for FSM. Poverty and ALN affects the child’s education as they cannot compete with their peers by working at the same pace.Therefore children who find themselves distressed about school will not attend which will affect their attendance.. Education is important to all pupils, as it helps you gain essential knowledge, skills, it provides opportunities to become a confident person for future jobs and also for a happy life knowing that you can enjoy things in life.
“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”
Nelson Mandela
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