Reply to Rebecca Diamond’s “Was the Spartan Agoge unique?”

	
	
	In this response, I will look to agree and further prove Rebecca Diamonds stance that the Spartan agoge was not unique. I will primarily be analysing her comparison with the Cretan system, as this allows for the most discussion in terms of a direct compare and contrast opportunity for their two respective systems. While I question some of the initial arguments that Diamond makes, I agree with her overall viewpoint that the agoge in Sparta was not unique. Stefan Link clearly explains that while the details involved in the Spartan and Cretan agoges were vastly different in some aspects, the systems as a whole were incredible similar.[footnoteRef:1] I feel that while Diamond ultimately believes the Spartan agoge is not unique, her argument is not the strongest in demonstrating the overall similarities between the two systems. [1:  Link 2009: 89] 

	 Aristotle reveals that the Spartan system was altogether copied from that which Crete used[footnoteRef:2], and the differences only become evident when looking at the specific aspects of the systems and their effects on the people. The first main similarity, which Diamond also mentions with the most depth, is that of institutionalised Pederasty. Sparta and Crete were both vilified in various instances by the Athenians for their homosexual agendas. It goes so far as to say the Cretans were, “impelled by their slavery to pleasure.”[footnoteRef:3] Later, it is stated that the Athenians disagreed entirely with relations between men and boys.[footnoteRef:4] This demonstrates that while the agoge systems were unique in regards to Athens, Sparta and Crete were altogether paired in the discussion of the Agoge in general. Crete primarily used Pederasty as a marriage of a homosexual nature and therefore to strengthen their standing in society and act as a rite of passage.[footnoteRef:5] Sparta, on the other hand, stepped away from the institutionalised and political aspects of Pederasty and instead used it as a furthering of education. It appears Sparta had a more educational motive behind Pederasty and was used as a, “framework of private nepotism and patronage.”[footnoteRef:6] However many differences there were in the use of Pederasty, both systems appear to have used the act as a way to better the lives of the younger boy involved.  [2:  Aristot. Pol. 2.1271b]  [3:  Plat. Laws 1.636c]  [4:  Plat. Laws 8.836c]  [5:  Link 2009: 97-98]  [6:  Link 2009: 101] 

	An additional similarity to the Spartan and Cretan systems was the quality of life the young men endured as a part of their education. Diamond gives a brief overview of the similarities before delving into differences, though I feel she makes the differences out to be bigger than they were. While it is true that it was a fundamental difference that Cretans were taught by the father of one of the boys and the Spartan’s were under control of the state, I would argue that this is not ultimately relevant to the nature of their training. In Crete, it is demonstrated that the strongest and most influential boys created groups which were led by the father of the boys. Following the formation of these groups, the fathers would then lead them on hunts and other various physical activities where they could be monitored and tested, and ultimately punished for disobedience.[footnoteRef:7] Spartan boys also went under the same scrutiny and testing for greatness in their education and physical training. However, compared to Crete, the boy who excelled the most was placed in charge of his own company, rather than surrendering command to his father. In this place of command, his subjects would have needed to follow his orders and ensure punishments in the same way as the Cretan subjects did.[footnoteRef:8] All in all, the only significant difference would have been in the commander itself, not in the activities in which they all took part in.  [7:  Link 2009: 94]  [8:  Plut. Lyc. 16.4-5] 

	It is for these reasons that I agree with Rebecca Diamond’s stance that the Spartan Agoge was not unique. However, I do think it is valuable to consider that while there was another polis with a very similar system, it appears to be unique to those two poleis. While smaller differences occur such as command and intent for certain things in place, the concepts and actions taken are very similar between Sparta and Crete. Crete had politically driven Pederasty while Sparta had mentorship driven Pederasty, but ultimately a huge focus was placed on the procedure in both civilisations. Crete had a parental influence on education while Sparta had a peer influence on education, but both civilisations greatly valued the abilities to lead and follow command. While I agree with Diamond’s overarching argument, I disagree with the way she presented some of the information. I believe that she may have interpreted certain things, such as leadership and command within the Cretan Agoge, as more different than they actually were. That being said, the evidence she provided was well rounded and allowed me to branch off from her discoveries which ultimately allowed me to further cement her argument. 
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