How COVID-19 pandemic effected the police and their effectiveness

The COVID-19 had a very intense and detrimental effect on the world and every single country in some shape or form, covid presented a great, “unprecedented challenge to public health, food systems and the world of work” according to the World Health Organization (2020).
[bookmark: _Int_eih7l5D8]The UK was among one of the most severely affected countries by the coronavirus pandemic in many different areas such as taking drastic hits to our economy that “caused a severe recession” and a recorded, “unprecedented drop in GDP during the first national lockdown” (House of Commons, 2022). Public health also was drastically affected by covid-19 as it has been reported that over 230,000 deaths have been registered in the UK since the start of the pandemic as a result of the coronavirus infection. (Worldometer, 2023).

[bookmark: _Int_LRFTnwcx]However, this specific document looks to evaluate many sources and understand how the COVID-19 pandemic affected the police service effectiveness and public perception of the police in the UK, this will be done by examing at how law changes made by parliament and our government during the course of the pandemic affected how the police functioned and how their role may have changed from prevention and detection of crime to protection of public health and stopping the spread of this viral disease. 

Firstly, we must look at the Public Health (Control of diseases) Act 1984, that allows powers to deal with pandemics and states that regulations may be imposed to control an infection that is or has the potential to cause serious harm to human life. In addition to this, The Civil Contingences Act 2004 allows members of parliament to generally assume emergency powers; this is meant to be used in the event of any catastrophic emergency when it is necessary for the government to enact new laws quickly.
Shortly after the beginning of the coronavirus pandemic, these powers for ‘emergency powers, where used by parliament to quickly pass and enact the Coronavirus Act (2020) and contains the bulk of the ‘new laws and powers’ available to the police during the pandemic. These powers provided police with the role of ensuring adherence to the new rules introduced during covid such as the social distancing rule, only allowing certain numbers of people to gather in one place or the eventual national lockdown that followed the pandemic entering the UK. These new powers included introducing a power to detain or to remove a ‘potentially infectious person’ for a screening or assessment for covid-19, power to forcefully assess a person for covid and the powers over a person who have been assessed, including when the assessment proved in-conclusive. 
The polices role shifted slightly to be more focused on keeping compliance in the public with the new covid laws and the government’s 4 stage ‘action plan for covid’ by planning to ‘contain’, ‘delay’, ‘research’ and ‘mitigate’ (gov.uk, 2022). To allow the police to limit the impact to the public covid-19 had on the public, the police were given the power to instruct people who did not need to be out of their home to return home, or to disperse large groups from a single area or even to issue a fine of up to £1,000 for non-compliance with covid rules. 
[bookmark: _Int_8s3FWDuL]From this information we can see how these law changes in response to covid-19 altered the role of the police in order to maintain the spread of the virus and shift their focus to the protection of public health and safety. 
[bookmark: _Int_ikF6WsrW]Another way in which the covid-19 pandemic affected the police and the effectiveness of them is the changing crime patterns due to the pandemic reported by the Office for National Statistics (2022). They found that there was an initial drop in general crime during the first quarter of 2021 which coincides with the 2nd National lockdown in the UK but a 54% increase in computer misuse crimes compared to time that do not coincide with a national lockdown. This would be due to the fact that everybody was inside during this time, burglary and theft also saw a 15% greater decrease in occurrences during lockdown periods. 
[bookmark: _Int_3dOaQ26m]However, on the other hand, although there were decreases in certain crimes over lockdown periods there was an increase in domestic crimes (local.gov.uk, 2021) as well as the aforementioned increase in computer misuse crimes. These stats therefore paint a picture of dramatically changing crime patterns across the UK due to the changing circumstances of the country and the public during the pandemic which could have affected the effectiveness of the police during the same period. 

The pandemic also saw the introduction of a national police response operation run by the National Policing Coordination Center (NPoCC) known as operation Talla, this operation was aimed to improve the effective functionality of the police during the covid pandemic by ensuring “that there was effective collaboration and coordination” between the police forces and other agencies. 

Several inquests and investigations were conducted after the covid-19 pandemic ended to examine the effectiveness of the police reaction to the unprecedented difficulties they encountered. 
One such investigation undertaken by The Police Foundation (2020) found that Operation Talla provided critical tools and information during the covid pandemic that significantly improved their effectiveness in dealing with the pandemic. In addition to this, they found that at the start of the crisis the police successfully delivered what was required. This is also supported by the Criminal Justice Inspectorates (2021) who stated that the police and those involved with the police force “responded quickly and well to keep people safe and to deal with crime” by effectively “adapting to significant changes in their ways of working and adopting entirely new roles and responsibilities”. In most cases forces were able to minimize the impact covid-19 and the pandemic had on the public while optimizing employee officer safety. 
As a result of the effectiveness of the police adapting their role during covid, the public perception of the police, notably during the first lockdown, was largely positive. Newis and Chairman (2021) displayed data from the office for national statistics this, with 49% of respondents to the ONS national crime survey expressing that the police were “doing a good job” policing during the covid pandemic with 20% expressing they believed they were doing an “excellent job”. 

In conclusion, the covid-19 pandemic affected the police in many ways. However, it is well believed the police adapted to their new role very effectively and maintained a positive image of themselves according to the public.
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