Aim: Is the prison system of England meeting the needs of female offenders?

Objective one: Identify the needs of female offenders.
Objective two: Evaluate the treatment of female offenders.
Objective three: Evaluate public perception of how prisons manage female offenders.

Women have the right within prison to have a safe and secure environment and also to be heard by all prison staff. There are a number of mental health issues that arise from the overwhelming number of prisoners that attempt suicide and self – harm. Other issues tend to be the seriousness of the crime which would warrant a prison sentence versus a community sentence or maybe a court order treatment as their punishment (Mc Carthy, 2014). Accessed: 05 December 2023.
On the 9th of March 2023, the Welsh parliament’s Equality and Social Justice Committee, published their report of an inquiry into women’s experiences within the criminal justice system. This report stated that the justice system fails to meet any needs of Welsh women, and that these women require more support to stay out of prison (Evison, 2023). Accessed: 05 December 2023.
Long sentenced women seem to be an afterthought but should not be. When speaking to many female prisoners, they stated that their health needs have been neglected to a very bad degree. The prison service should recognise the needs of these women, and make sure that all necessary requirements are put into place, so the service is able to meet the needs of these women (Maguire, 2023).
The Corston Report was carried out in 2006 to review vulnerable women within the criminal justice system, this was carried out by Baroness Jean Corston. This report recognises that the majority of imprisoned women are mothers and goes on to reflect the implications of imprisonment can have upon the children (The National Information Centre on Children of Offenders, 2018).
Most of the women within the criminal justice, tend to be poor single mothers, who are serving sentences for non – violent drug related offences (Moe, Ferraro, 2006).
Analysis of these criminal justice statistics would point to the war on drugs as a key factor, not only within being incarcerated during pregnancy but with more longer sentences for non – violent drug crimes (Women in Prison Project, 2006).
It has been documented troubled and tragic histories within the lives of the substance abusing incarcerated women. Some of these themes have been emerging upon a variety of issues within the lives of women. These tend to include abuse, mental health issues, and victimisation , or as Chesney – Lind and Pasko (2004) state its their multiple marginality (Mallicoat, 2012).
The NACRO (1993) report (National Association for the Care and Resettlement of Offenders) was to state that there are four reasons why we should be concerned with prison policy when it comes down to the female sex. A small portion of the population of prisoners should be catered for, but in stark reality, females are expected to handle a sentence within a system that was designed for the male population which also caters for the male too. Most women react differently to life in prison than men. Women are seen to turn their violence inwards and this can have a detrimental long lasting effect upon their physical and mental health. When women are sent to prison, they would lose a lot more than a man would. The majority of these women are mothers so therefore have dependent children. When women eventually get released they would tend to face a double discrimination on the grounds that they have offended what is known as the accepted standards of feminine behaviour (Walklate,2004).
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