Seminar Session 2
WEEK 5

Below is a structured seminar plan for Week 5 based on the article:
Paul, J. & Rialp Criado, A. (2020)
The art of writing literature review: What do we know and what do we need to know? (International Business Review).
The activities are designed for DBA-level critical engagement, encouraging students to analyse how literature reviews build knowledge, identify gaps, and shape research agendas.
Learning Objectives
By the end of this session students should be able to:
· Understand the purpose of literature reviews as a research methodology
· Identify different types of literature reviews
· Evaluate the structure and quality of a literature review
· Recognise how literature reviews identify research gaps and future research directions
· Critically assess the methodological rigour of review articles

Group Activities
Students will be divided into three discussion groups.
Each group will analyse a different aspect of the article.
Each group should:
1. Reading 20 minutes
2. Discuss the questions for 20 minutes
3. Prepare a 15-minute feedback presentation for the class.



Group A – Understanding the Purpose of Literature Reviews
Focus
The role of literature reviews in advancing academic knowledge.
Discussion Questions
1. According to the authors, why are literature reviews important for academic research?
2. The article states that literature reviews help advance theory.
· How do literature reviews contribute to theoretical development?
3. The authors describe literature reviews as a research methodology.
· What does this mean?
· How is this different from simply summarising prior studies?
4. What problems arise when literature reviews are descriptive rather than analytical?
5. In DBA research, why is it important that a literature review synthesises knowledge rather than listing studies?
6. What makes a high-quality literature review according to the article?
Group Task
Identify three characteristics of an excellent literature review and explain why they are essential for doctoral research.



Group B – Types and Structure of Literature Reviews
Focus
Different types of review articles and how they are structured.
Discussion Questions
1. The article discusses different types of literature reviews.
· What are these types?
· How do they differ?
2. What is the difference between:
· Systematic literature review
· Integrative review
· Bibliometric review
· Meta-analysis
3. Why do the authors argue that systematic literature reviews are increasingly important in business research?
4. What steps should researchers follow when conducting a systematic literature review?
5. What role does methodological transparency play in literature review quality?
6. How can visual tools (e.g., concept maps, frameworks, timelines) improve literature reviews?
Group Task
Design a basic structure for a doctoral-level literature review section, including:
· Introduction
· Literature synthesis
· Conceptual framework
· Research gap identification



Group C – Identifying Research Gaps and Future Research
Focus
How literature reviews identify what we know vs what we need to know.
Discussion Questions
1. According to the authors, how should researchers identify research gaps?
2. What is the difference between:
· A knowledge gap
· A methodological gap
· A contextual gap
3. Why is identifying a research gap more complex than simply finding something that has not been studied?
4. The article emphasises the importance of future research agendas.
· Why are these important for advancing a field?
5. How can literature reviews help researchers avoid duplication of research?
6. In your own doctoral project, what potential gaps might exist in the literature?
Group Task
Each group member should briefly explain one potential research gap related to their doctoral topic.
The group should then identify three common strategies for identifying research gaps in literature reviews.



Final Class Discussion (10 minutes)
After group presentations, discuss:
1. What are the most common weaknesses in student literature reviews?
2. How can doctoral researchers ensure their literature reviews:
· build theory
· identify meaningful gaps
· justify their research design?


