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An enemy or an ally? Public opinions about AI varies from one person after the other.  Some people are not easily convince about the use of AI while some have positive thoughts that AI could be beneficial. But what is AI? Before we install it into our society we need to understand what AI is. AI or Artificial Intelligence can be defined as  the capability of a device to perform functions that are associated with human intelligence such as reasoning, learning and self-improvement( Willick,1983).Which means it could help equip individuals with advanced knowledge and skills and could support better learning and motivation.  With that AI could enhance academic learning and promote better outcomes for students and educators.

With its role in academia AI has a lot of important tools which are beneficial to both students and educators. Artificial intelligence is shaping the way students and educators interact with knowledge offering tool that adapt to diverse educational needs (Luckin ,2018). Gradescope could automatically assess outputs and provide quick feedbacks and analysis to student students.  Next, ChatGPT,one of the most popular AI chatbox  that could answer questions and accomplished various tasks be it creating images or analysing data. As example , I tried using chatGPT. What I did is I entered my question in the chatbox  of chagpt homepage and it automatically responded with handful of choices for you to choose from.  And finally the other one is the Nearpod which is an online interactive tool that helps teachers deliver more engaging lessons which could encourage active participation from the class. The integration of AI tools in education has emerged as catalysts for reshaping learning experiences ,fostering innovation and preparing individual for digital era( Abdulibdeh A.,Zaidan E., Abdulibdeh R., 2024).

The significant contributions of AI to Academia has been immense. From endless access to various information and flexible ways of performing to achieve tasks. It grants educators as well as students  convenience to performance manage certain functions in a swift. With the speedy operating systems AI has been an answer for time management efficiency.  With its simultaneous operations and speed in analysis it allows educators to keep proper classroom management which also decreases workload and  allows them to focus on engaging with their students and in other hand guide students to prioritize their tasks that could help them allocate time effectively and concentrate on studying therefore lessen stress. With wide range of knowledge that AI provides, teachers and students can pursue development and progress throughout life with Trainings and seminars that could improve knowledge and skills which could possibly fit in your schedule.

AI has been greatly beneficial but there are risks with it. With AI being too advanced and a lot of people are being too dependent on it. the possibility of teachers to lose their jobs or being replaced is higher. This could lead to loss of personalised interaction and communication and since a lot of learning can be done with the aid of AI the idea of mentorship, the connection between students and teachers will start to fade. Students would rather consult google than asking their teachers in person. There would be decline of special skills like critical thinking , decision making and creativity . Students would be relying more on AI tools without pondering it themselves. It would also discourage them to experience real life situations which means less engagement or hands on activities that could teach them to be more creative. And the concerns about Data privacy. There are individuals who are unauthorised to access data. With the massive amount of data stored, the risks of security breaches are present. Some sensitive data could be stolen and fall into wrong hands which could lead to exploitation.

With all of these it is important to use policies to ensure more ethical use of  AI. People has to be responsible enough to know their limits and makes sure that that they use it properly without harming others. For educators they have to consider the needs of students so that they can choose the best method that is applicable to each and every student. For students, they have to be accountable of their actions. They have to reflect on the correct usage of each of the technologies and their impact to others. 
Compare the good or bad ,using AI ,I can say using AI is a great tool to discover  and explore a large information after many years of research, making our life more easy. It could largely influence the academia and if use responsibly, I can say that AI can be a good ally and support in  bringing progress and positive outcomes to students and teachers.
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