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	NAME: David Tobin

	STUDENT ID No.: 

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: The secret transformation of policing: A comparative analysis of the historical role and responsibilities of the police in society with the modern-day police force, and whether it has moved outside of its remit.

INTRODUCTION:

I have chosen this topic due to its relevance in policing today, whereby the remit of the police is no longer clear and apparent to those working in the role, and it is often expressed as though police are going above and beyond the call of duty and are responding to incidents outside of their training and role. 

From my initial reading, there is a good body of work describing the role and history of police in society, but little in regard to the policing role in today’s society, and how it has transformed to meet the demands of that society.

During police initial training, officers are taught briefly about the basic origins of the police, and for what reason the police force in England and Wales was first established (Joining the police, 2024). As such, this project is to identify if, and how far, modern police forces in England and Wales have strayed from their original purpose, with a focus on defining the perceived and actual role of police in society, and where the Police may be being utilised in lieu of another more appropriate service and why. This includes, but may not be limited to, police attendance at medical calls, mental health calls, local council related issues, immigration issues etc. 



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 
My objectives for the research conducted in this project are as follows:

· Identify the differences between the stated role of the police and its actual implementation in society.
· Identify how and to what extent the role of policing may have been expanded since its origins, and its new informal remit.
· Identify why the police role may have expanded and what are the root causes of it
· Research officers’ perceptions of the stated and actual role of policing.
· Analyse officer data to establish where the police role has changed, how, and the main causes.


Clarify the information you want to collect on your research topic in the form of two, three or four key objectives. 
· The steps you are going to take to answer your research aim or question




	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The British police force is unique in that it was the first to be founded by a representative government and was, for a significant period of its existence, held in high favour as the embodiment of civility, successfully modelling the principles of investigating, crime prevention, and peacekeeping. One of the oldest occupations in the United Kingdom is policing, and the constable's function within it. The Metropolitan Police was the first official full-time law enforcement agency in London when it was founded in 1829; and the creation of the Metropolitan Police by Sir Robert Peel, the Home Secretary at the time, is credited with bringing "modern" policing to the West (Maile, 2021)

To provide a definition for policing as a baseline, Jones and Newburn state the following.

“Organised forms of order-maintenance, peacekeeping, rule or law enforcement, crime investigation and prevention and other forms of investigation and associated information-brokering – which may involve a conscious exercise of coercive power – undertaken by individuals or organisations, where such activities are viewed by them and/or others as a central or key defining part of their purpose” (Jones and Newburn, 1998).

This is a fairly broad definition , and it seems that the public idea of the police role is confused because of this. Aliverti (2020) states that the limits of policing have long been a topic of discussion for criminologists and policing academics, and the idea that the purpose of the police is to prevent and control crime has been further challenged by this discussion. He goes on to explain that police historians have demonstrated that the institutionalisation of police in the middle of the 19th century was primarily motivated by concerns about social order rather than criminal activity. 

It seems that, perhaps, the ambiguity of the responsibilities of the police is not a new idea. Studies on policing demand have shown Crime calls were only one a small part of police attendance, the majority of police patrol job involves a variety of issues, including, searching for individuals who have gone missing, assisting mentally ill individuals who are in distress, handling accidents, and other social problems (Bowling et al,. 2016).

Further claims agree with this idea that the police are not orientated around crime prevention. 
A further article suggests that the police in its earlier forms cared more about the urban environment and public health than they did about the more limited goal of crime prevention, which was its perceived goal upon inception (Zedner and Lucia, 2006).

The extent to which the modern police now move outside of their remit is the topic of this research project, with the potential costs and consequences of that being of interest, along with data collected from the perceptions of serving officers, there are articles suggesting this is the case, however the body of work with data on such issues is not large and so the formulation of this research project as a better method of quantifying that data may be useful for future studies.


Please clarify some of the key literature to be utilised as part of your research. Consider textbooks, journals, articles, government reports, organisational strategic plans.
Understand the current state of existing research
You can demonstrate the gap and the need for the research
Gives credits to those who have laid the groundwork for your research
Demonstrates your knowledge of the research problem



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD:  

The research method that I will be utilising is that of an anonymously provided questionnaire, from which a randomised sampling of active-duty police officers will answer questions regarding their perceptions of; whether the role of the police officer is as they expected, the number and type of calls they most often attend, whether they are often the correct service for the calls they attend and other relevant questions. 

There is some good results that can be obtained thanks to the impersonal aspect of a questionnaire, which is ensured by standardising its phrasing, questions, and directions for collecting responses. An additional benefit of the same is that respondents might feel more confident because of their anonymity, which would allow them to voice opinions they might otherwise be afraid to voice for fear of being rejected or getting into trouble. The questionnaire may not always require an instant response from the participant, meaning the subject can thoroughly analyse each topic when he has enough time to complete the questionnaire (Gangrade, 1982)

Questionnaires also have the advantage of allowing for closed and open-ended questions, with closed questions allowing for the collection of quantitative data that can be better displayed in graphs and tables, and open-ended questions allowing for more personal and nuanced answers, and minimal cost allowing for a larger number of persons to respond (Baker, 2003).

 


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

The target sample of this project will be a randomised grouping of at least 40-50 SWP officers in active duty. These officers will come from a range of backgrounds and experience levels and so will likely provide me with a good range of data for analysis. They will all have first hand experience of the role of a modern police officer and carry their own experience of how it differs from the stated roles and responsibilities and will provide me with data on how often, and in what sense, they act outside of their stated roles as police officers.



	ETHICAL ISSUES:

I do not anticipate much in the way of ethical issues when writing out and conducting my research for this project. The surveying method I will utilise will be anonymous and voluntary, and I will fully explain this to those involved prior to their completion of the questionnaire. Any personal or identifying information given in response to these questions will be redacted by me, and all data will be sanitised before release, with only myself and my supervisor having access to it.


	TIME SCALE:
· Proposal and ethics form (2 weeks)
· Literature review (4 weeks)
· Creation and distribution of questionnaire including time to respond (4 weeks) 
· Analysis of results from questionnaire, including the identification of any trends or relationships (4 weeks)
· Conclusions from results (2 weeks)
· Recommendations (1 week)
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