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It can be stated that there have been numerous discussions on understanding the nature of God throughout history. With this however, the need for this understanding became much greater after the Holocaust, where different thoughts from Theologians such as Eliezer Berkovits, Emil Fackenheim, David Blumenthal and Elie Wiesel have shaped the views of religious Jews after the end of the war. By looking back even into biblical narratives we can see the ways that the Book of Job in the Hebrew Bible is referred to when speaking of the Holocaust. This is the understanding of the status of Job- where he represents the Jews that were in the concentration camps under the control of the Nazi’s. Where Job can only represent those that survived, the notion of understanding and responding further to suffering and evil in the world has been debated also throughout history. Prominent thinkers in this field include Abraham Isaac Kook and Mordecai Kaplan, who have written extensively on the understanding of suffering in a pre-Holocaust context. With this, we can further see how discussions pre-Holocaust era can and have affected the discussions post-Holocaust, to further see the responses first-hand on the impact the Holocaust had on both faith and religion.
While analysing aspects within the Book of Job, this will allow me to interpret different reasons for the way that God’s justice, as noted by Job as he questions God on why he is being punished. As noted clearly in the Biblical narrative of Job, he constantly accepts this unwarranted suffering due to God wanting to prove that his most obedient ‘servant’ will not turn his back or testify against God. On this understanding, Job never speaks ill of God however the important aspect is that of Job only questioning ‘why’ during his ordeal. This is prominent both within Holocaust Theology and post-Holocaust discussions on the understanding of God, with the character of Job representing those who survived the Holocaust. After analysing the narrative, there are further questions that need to be addressed including: ‘How can God, if He is meant to be omnipotent, not stop Satan and overpower Evil in Job’s case; on those who are innocent?’ This question can be explored both through the narrative of Job and even in post-Holocaust discussions, as a way of trying to understand why a loving God would create a nation only to allow the persecution of His people. 
In my next section, will also be using numerous articles and books surrounding the main topics of Holocaust Theology, I will use these to further interpret different understandings of God in a post-Holocaust discussion. With this, I will also look at four prominent figures within Holocaust Theology, as noted above, to further collect the understandings of God and religion after almost complete destruction. The four Theologians have written extensively on either their own experiences within a concentration camp or ways in which the Jewish nation must continue to thrive and grow in numbers after facing almost entire annihilation of the Jewish race. With this, there are many ways that Jews have been discussing the nature of God throughout history. This has become more of a prominent issue that needs to be discussed in the aftermath of the Holocaust. However, these discussions largely occurred almost two decades after the end of the Second World War. These can further bring questions of ‘why did God not intervene and stop the Nazi’s in their attempt at the destruction of European Jewry?’ However, similar to the case of Job, where the evil that was caused was by Satan, with Hitler being Satan over the European Jews during the war. 
I will also be using articles and books as my main sources of reference for my final section is to examine closely on this notion of ‘suffering’ and ‘evil’ within a modern context. I will firstly look into some discussions made pre-Holocaust era where these notions are debated on within Judaism. With this, I will be looking at what scripture notes on suffering. I will also analyse this to further interpret modern understandings of suffering. I will also be focussing on ways that the Book of Job can be compared to the Holocaust. I will be doing a comparison of the understanding of God within both the Book of Job and during the Holocaust and how these have either remained the same or have differed, between religious groups, in a post-Holocaust context. While looking both at pre and post-Holocaust understandings of suffering and evil, I will conclude on whether the understanding of the nature of God has remained the same, post-Holocaust.   
[bookmark: _GoBack]I will be looking closely at the nature of God as seen through numerous texts which include that of the Boom of Job and how the relationship between God and Mankind is seen. I will further be evaluating on this relationship through looking into the theology of four Holocaust Theologians, Berkovits, Fackenheim, Blumenthal and Wiesel to determine the importance of understanding the thology of God. The nature of God must be debated in a post-Holocaust context, largely due to the injustice of humanity that almost destroyed European Jewry, therefore there will include varying opinions and understandings on this topic. 

Indicative Bibliography:

Berkovits, Eliezer, ‘Faith After The Holocaust’ (New York: Ktav Publishing House INC., 1973)
Blumenthal, David R, ‘Facing The Abusing God’ (Westminster: John Knox Press, 1993)
Braiterman, Zachary, ‘(God) After Auschwitz’ (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1998)
Cohn-Sherbok, Dan, ‘God And The Holocaust’, 2nd edn (Herefordshire: Cromwell Press, 1996)
Habel, Norman Charles, and Peter R Ackroyd, ‘The Cambridge Bible Commentary: New English Bible’ (London: Cambridge University Press, 1975)
Pinder-Ashden, Elizabeth, "How Jewish Thinkers Come To Terms With The Holocaust And Why It Matters For This Generation: A Selected Survey And Comment", European Journal Of Theology, 20 (2011)
Rike, Jennifer L, "Facing The Abusing God: A Theology Of Protest By David R Blumenthal", Journal Of The American Academy Of Religion, 65 (1997), 206-209
Rubenstein, Richard L, ‘After Auschwitz’, 2nd edn (Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2011)
Segal, Eliezer, ‘Reading Jewish Religious Texts’ (Milton Park, Abingdon, Oxon: Routledge, 2012)
Unknown Author, "Holocaust, The: Jewish Theological Responses | Encyclopedia.Com", Encyclopedia.Com, 2019 https://www.encyclopedia.com/environment/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-and-maps/holocaust-jewish-theological-responses [Accessed 2 October 2019]
Wyschogrod, Michael, "Faith And The Holocaust: A Review Essay Of Emil Fackenheim's God's Presence In History", Periodicals Archive Online, 20 (1971)















Are there any ethical considerations associated with your proposal?/A oes unrhyw ystyriaethau moesegol ynghlwm wrth eich cynnig?
YES/NO		OES/NAC OES
image1.jpeg
Prifysgol Cymru
&) Y Drindod Dewi Sant
) University of Wales
Trinity Saint David





