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Coal Mining and Identity

Introduction
The mining industry in Great Britain, created and sustained many communities around the country. Often these communities were in isolated and less than hospitable environments. This isolation along with the unique manner in which these communities were sustained created a unique culture found only in mining communities. Whilst the industry has now largely disappeared the cultural practices have, in places, remained. Maintained through the actions of community members primarily but also the maintenance of a movement born of the struggle between miners and their unions and the forces of Capital and state.


An area of interest is the creation of banners that commemorate and celebrate the culture of mining and particularly the culture of industrial unionism. Similar cultural Maintenace can be found in the form of brass bands and the cultural practices that go along with them. The creation and maintenance of identity is of particular interest with regards the banners and the continuation of cultural practices long after the demise of the industry that bore them. The spaces and geography of landscapes is also a means through which identity and culture is preserved and ‘heritagised’(?) as a means of combating the community crisis that occurred with the destruction of industry and livelihoods. The creation and recreation of symbols associated with mining culture and the culture of industrial unionism that characterised mining towns in the UK can be seen as elements of this 
Methods
Research will largely take the form of in-depth interviews conducted primarily with ex-miners and members of the community, as well as individuals associated with the Maintenance of heritage sites. However, there will likely be overlap between these groups. This will largely focus on the Wakefield district, however individuals from other areas may also be from other places but have been miners in their respective coalfields.

Ethical Considerations
A number of ethical considerations present themselves, it will be necessary to protect identities of participants and as such they should remain anonymous. It will also be necessary to watch for potential harm caused by recalling past traumas and emotionally charged events.


Expected Outcomes
I will be looking for the continuance of identity and the continuity of cultural practices as maintained through repetition and storytelling being constructive of community identity.
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