Introduction 
· John Muir Award is an environmental scheme which gives the children, families, and communities the opportunity to connect, care and look after the local environment (John Muir Trust, 2014). 
· looks at encouraging children to conserve and enjoy an outdoor area. 
· The Education for Sustainable Development and Global Citizenship (ESDGC), (T2 Group, 2023). 
· Ofsted handbook
·  All children should have the opportunity to explore (Ofsted, 2022b). 
· Estyn (2019) also further support this idea. 
· Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the rights of the Child (UNCRC, 2015, 1989). 
· The Early Years Alliance (2022), also state the importance of outdoor learning and 
· In agreement with this, the Welsh Government (2009) discusses the need for more outdoor environments to promote outdoor play
· Etc,  social experiment,  (Inspiration Nurseries, 2023) decided to allow children participate with litter.
Next…
· initiative for sustainability, The United Nations (2015) created a sustainable development goal.
·  John Muir award this is created it ordered to give children the opportunity to 
· Edwards and Cutter-Mackenzie (2011), suggest that children should be encouraged to promote and explore sustainability. 
· learning outdoors in which children fully learn to care for the environment. 
· Siraj-Blatchford (2016), crucial type of learning is needed for children a
·  learning and development. 
·  National Agency of Education (2016) children strive with an outdoor environment as it allows them to have respect for the environment.
· Wilson (2007) creating these relationships with the environment. 
· fostering a relationship 
·  directed by practitioners through learning outdoors to learn ways to preserve the environment (John Muir Trust, 2014). 
·  Welsh Government has also pushed guidance to learn through nature and to develop their natural caring instincts for the environment (DCELLS, 2008; Prince, 2010). 
Next…
· Froebel ideology
·  Brown (2012) children are not just learning about the outdoors whilst outside but also how to learn in nature.
·  Etc, learn about the life cycles of caterpillars to butterflies, or how to make bird feeders etc. 
· Froebel (no date children gain an existing knowledge of the outdoors and sustainability, 
· Wilson (1996) children’s connections with nature 
· The Reggio Emilia approach is also seen to be beneficial
·  Inan et al (2010) states that Reggio Emilia inspired settings often inspire children to begin asking questions “where does the rain come from”, or “how is that tree so tall”.
·  Vandermaas-Peeler and McClain (2015) support this by stating how self-taught approaches such as Reggio Emilia are beneficial to children.
However…
· Thomas and Thompson (2004) children are beginning to disconnect with the outdoors due to the increase in technology.
·  Rosenow (2008) supports this.
·  Fien (2007) also argues that children are unable at the age they are to comprehend sustainability in the ways adults would.
·  however, Tinney (2010), emotional aspect.
·   study by Tinney (2013) regarding children’s participation with the Eco school programme and committee. 17 Early Years settings, 40% of these stated that children between the ages of 3-6 where not participating.

Conclusion  
· the importance of the John Muir award 
· It is extremely important that settings, practitioners, families, and the community, continue to openly offer these opportunities for children to explore the outdoors and explore sustainability (Ofsted 2022b). 
· The John Muir award offers a framework for young people to complete on their own terms, and to have a true insight into sustainability and the outdoors.
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