Reflection 4 HPFY3001

In this essay, I will reflect on how the study process went in this module.  This is the second half of my inaugural university year, my first module was block 4 “Understanding Democracy” which is about learning and problematizing the US system of government and American national mythology. I myself like to read the American democracy and how it works. Therefore, this module was very beneficial for me. in this essay, I will reflect on how the study process went in this module.

First of all, the structure of my module was simple. We learned basic pieces of knowledge of Democracy, specifically American Democracy, and had to write two essays about what we learnt which can be summarized as choosing a primary source document related to American Democracy, writing the first essay, choosing between Thomas Jefferson and Alexander Hamilton including their attitudes towards government and writing the second essay. So I chose The United States Constitution as well as The Declaration of Independence as my primary source documents. For the second essay I chose Thomas Jefferson including his attitudes toward the US government.

Furthermore, because I chose the US constitution, I mostly researched and collected sources from the US constitution itself via the Internet[footnoteRef:1]. It was an intuitive way to reach and access my primary source.  [1:  https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/constitution-transcript <Accessed 8/2/23>] 


Moreover, during my studying process in this module, the aspect of research which I enjoyed the most was Article Two, Section 3, the US constitution[footnoteRef:2]. This article lays out the responsibilities of the president, granting the president the power to convene both houses of Congress which can be seen as a righteous check and balance of power for the American people.  [2:  The Constitution of the United States: A Transcription | National Archives <Accessed 8/2/23>] 


On the other hand, this primary source itself was one of the biggest challenges I faced during my research. The way this Constitution was written was completely different from my familiar constitution. Therefore, it was challenging and hard to understand fully. 

In conclusion, this module was very beneficial for me. Broadening my knowledge of democracy, studying other country’s democracy are significant. Lastly, I also have to admit my lack of vocabulary that was the biggest challenge of my studying process in this module. Therefore, I need to improve my academic, constitutional vocabulary.
