
Creative Industry



SWOT

Identifying my strengths, weaknesses, threats and oppurtunities that are relevant to my goal of working in the industry so I 
can break down what I can do to resolve weaknesses and take advatage of my oppurtunities



SWOT

Scan notebook
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Professional Development plan

Ive made progress towards these goals since starting this plan. Ive applied for jobs and 
volunteer roles for the summer, I havent heard much back but its been a large step for me 
building the confidence in my own skill to know I could apply it professionally and a big party of 
that has been making my CV ready for applications.

https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/2404298_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Documents/PDP%20Alaya%20Kow.docx?d=wd108adea7b1e42ceaaad4e62c674e36f&csf=1&web=1&e=8bm2fI
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Ive made big progress on my mental health consistently taking my medication and booking a appointment in order to 
raise the dosage over the summer. Profesionally I have created a CV and a LinkedIn account. Ive made alot of effort 
posting my own work online despite it making me uncomfortable at first because I understand it’s a large part of 
modern networking and a easy way to showcase work to a audience

https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/2404298_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Documents/PDP%20Alaya%20Kow.docx?d=wd108adea7b1e42ceaaad4e62c674e36f&csf=1&web=1&e=8bm2fI
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These are more personal goals, in bristol its easy to see more art maybe its just the familarity with the city but I know 
multiple galleries and exhibition spaces I can visit easily using buses but in carmarthen its more difficult or expensive 
to get around without a car. I make effort to see new movies that I find visually interesting and shows but I like being 
influenced by fine art and contempory art. Learning to swim is a personal goal of mine just because I think it would 
be nice to finally learn.

https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/2404298_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/Documents/PDP%20Alaya%20Kow.docx?d=wd108adea7b1e42ceaaad4e62c674e36f&csf=1&web=1&e=8bm2fI


Student union talks



Public Speaking Talk with Bron from the Student Union

Scan notebook



Professional Behaviour Talk with Bron from the Student Union



Unions
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The industry



Whats happening currently in Film, Theatre, Industry
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Whats happening currently in Film, Theatre, Industry



Career research



When I think about the career I see myself in after graduating I don’t have a very 
specific idea, theres so many aspects that I find interesting and ive enjoyed doing 
a broad variety of work while on this course that makes me feel as if id prefer to 
do a variety of jobs depending on whats available or what projects I can get on.

However I know myself well enough to say that I do like routine, longer contracted 
jobs with scheduled hours would suit me much better as I know I am not a fan of 
the uncertainty of freelance and I work best when following a plan. Jobs with a set 
contract would be ideal or having a long term job and taking small freelance 
projects when available sounds like the kind of career lifestyle im looking for.

The sectors of the industry im most interested in would be film, theatre, 
exhibition and festival work. Jobs involving props making, designing and scenic 
painting are my top three favourite roles to work in as ive discovered throuhgh out 
other modules. Overall im hoping to find roles that can utilise my strong passion 
for art, that feel hands on and involved in the making process while not being 
overly strenious as I am concerned given my health as im still recovering from 
two broken hips which make heavy lifting impractical at times, my digital skills 
which at the moment are very graphic design based but I want to keep developing 
those because I believe they can be useful when applied to set design and my 
love for problem solving how to make a mechanism do something or recreate the 
look and texture of a item using a different material.

Im lucky to be from bristol which has a very rich arts culture with many theatres 
and workshops nearby, a constant revolve of exhibitions and galleries, strong 
roots in film and television and a summer full of festivals and events. But it is a 
very competitive market for jobs in this area and has high housing prices that 
would make it very difficult to live here independently after graduating.

Initial thoughts about future careers



Companies in Bristol relating to Set Design, Props, Scenic Painting

Wake the tiger –  immersive exhibition. Strong values on creativity, sustainability and storytelling.

CodSteaks  –  Props making, design and construction company. Has many departments under one roof so they can usually 
complete jobs entirely in house.

Thw345 LTD  –  Scenic construction for film and tv

Bristol Old Vic Scenic Workshop  –  Set Construction, Scenic Painting, theatre and clients

Sounds commercial  –  Set and scenery inhouse designers and lighting specialist

Setsmith LTD  –  Set design and construction

Amalgam Modelmaking LTD  - Props, Set and Models for film tv and advertising with inhouse cnc and scenic painters
Mangostone- props and sculpture

Scenewerx - Realistic scenery and Paint effects for film and tv

Mawford Arts – Scenic construction, set fabrication, prop making and instalation for theatre, live events, exhibitions and 
brands

Otter Produces – Playful Interactive art experinces. Visually recognisable for black and white striped art and made the
striped room in Bristols Wake the Tiger Experience

Box Twenty -  A design consultancy agency that focus on finding design soloutions to encourage sustainability



Cod Steaks



Cod Steaks

Theres a section on sustainability on their 
website which is wonderful to see as 
sustainability is a issue to set design as resources 
become more expensive and scarce and a lot of 
the products and techniques we use can have 
negative impact on the enviroment.

It is encouraging to potential clients to know what 
they are commisioning minimises enviromental 
impact or carbon footprint and this detail could 
be the difference between choosing this 
company over a different one that maybe charges 
the same or more.

A wicker whale sculpture they created for to celebrate 
bristol green capital 2015 using recycled bottles



Cod Steaks: Portfolio

It was so interesting going through their portfolio as thye have such a variety of work. Its sorted by a small square cover 
image that when you hover over it shows the title of the project which you can then click to get a detailed explanation of th e 
project and additional photos of the set or prop. This makes the website very clear and inituitive to use because they can 
show the broad spectrum of jobs they can do and allow the viewer to choose what visually they connect with and look 
deeper at.



Cod Steaks: Pop Golf

This cover image was the one that caught my attention the most, the bright playful colour blocking really appealed to me 
and I was surprised to see it was for a golf course but it makes sense when I think deeper as mini golf courses are normally 
heavily themed and very visual that a set designer would be needed to produce and curate that experince.



Cod Steaks: Pop Golf

These are some screenshots from the website 
explaining the project and what awards it won as well 
as how it has been used by other people for music 
videos and for photoshoots as location scouts got 
drawn to its strong visuals and used the enviroment for 
other jobs beyond the initial purpose



Cod Steaks Jobs: Experienced Prop Makers
Suitable candidates will have a strong background in prop fabrication for film, TV, theatre, 
themed attractions, or experiential events. Working alongside our creative team, you will be 
responsible for crafting high-quality props using a variety of materials and techniques. Based 
predominantly at our premises in Bristol, the role may require occasional site installation work.

Skills & Competencies
• Proven experience as a professional prop maker (5+ years preferred).
• Strong knowledge of various fabrication techniques, materials, and finishes.
• Competent in the use of basic power & hand tools
• Ability to produce bespoke elements within budgeted time
• Good with time management and estimation of required labour time
• Ability to troubleshoot and problem-solve
• Artistic eye with attention to detail in textures, painting (including spraying), and finishing.
• Understanding of durability considerations for props handled by the public
• Experience in film, TV, theatre, experiential events or themed attractions.
• Ability to work both independently and as part of a creative team.
• A strong portfolio demonstrating a range of prop-making skills.

• Responsibilities
• Interpret design briefs and translate concepts into fully realised props.
• Work with diverse materials including wood, metal, plastic, resin, foam, polystyrene and 

textiles.
• Create props which integrate tech (supplied by others)
• Paint, finish, and distress props to achieve realistic or stylized feel.
• Ensure all props are durable, functional, safe, and meet project requirements.
• Collaborate closely with other creative departments (including metalwork, modelmaking, 

carpentry, scenic art, mould making etc)
• Work efficiently under tight deadlines while maintaining high craftsmanship.
• Mentor junior prop makers and provide guidance when needed.
• Maintain a well-organised and safe workshop environment.
• Incorporate advanced techniques, including mould-making, casting, sculpting, and CNC 

machining.
• Adhere to health and safety regulations when working with tools, materials, and hazardous 

substances.
• Undertake occasional site installation work.

Bonus Skills
• Ability to operate tools such as 3D printers & laser cutters
• Experience with animatronics, electronics, or mechanical props
Certification
• Due to legislation changes in 2023, all candidates will need to provide Diisocyanate 

Certification. For further information, please click ‘Learn More’ link.

They look for over 5 years of experience ideally (so of 
course not entry level for a uni grad) which makes 
sense as this is a large studio that works on high 
budget productions that they would want someone 
who knows what they are doing and has learnt lots of 
techniques over time.

But it was still very useful looking at their job listing as 
it also details additional skills that would make a 
applicant more attractive like the ability to use 3d 
printers or a laser cutter or electronics. The wording is 
also useful to help me learn the key words employers 
may look for and use those to describe myself in a 
more professional and descriptive manner.

The application also mentions junior prop makers 
which sounds like they might take on apprentices or 
people with less experience, but it doesn’t look like 
that’s available at the moment through their website 
but it's worth keeping an eye on inc ase an availability 
opens up

This is a certificate to approve the use of monomer diisocyanates (found in polyurethanes, 
adhesives, and coatings) it costs £15 to do the training and certification lasts 5 years



Wake the Tiger Job Listings:

Im a big fan of Wake the Tiger in bristol and was 
curious if they had any job openings but at the 
moment they didn’t have any that suited me but it was 
good looking at what options there are for permanent 
stable jobs that are creative. I did apply for Front of 
House just because it would be a good summer job 
and even if im not contributing to the creative 
enviroment it would be nice to just be surrounded by it 
and maybe meet others with similar values and 
interests in sustainable immersive design



FEAR Scream Park is looking for a hardworking and adaptable Maintenance Team Member to support the delivery of one 
of the UK’s most immersive Halloween events.
Working closely with the Head of Maintenance, you will play a vital role in ensuring all attractions, sets, and 
environments remain safe, operational, and show-ready throughout live event nights. This is a fast-paced, hands-on 
role where no two shifts are the same. You will be part of a team that operates at the heart of the event, responding to 
issues in real time and helping maintain the high standards that make FEAR Scream Park a standout experience.
About you:
We’re looking for a proactive, hands-on individual who thrives in a fast-paced environment and can remain both 
reactive and solution-focused under pressure. You’ll need to be comfortable working in dark, noisy, and highly 
immersive settings, while bringing a flexible, team-oriented attitude to every shift. A willingness to go beyond the core 
responsibilities and support the wider team is essential, as is a strong awareness of health and safety practices. Basic 
maintenance, DIY, or technical skills are essential.

Responsibilities:
• Assist the Head of Maintenance with the general upkeep and repair of all FEAR Scream Park attractions and 

infrastructure
• Respond promptly to maintenance tickets and live operational issues
• Carry out repairs and adjustments to sets, props, and builds during live event nights
• Work in challenging environments, including:
• Low-light conditions (torchlight work)
• Loud audio and theatrical effects
• Live, operational scare attractions
• Ensure all attractions remain safe and compliant at all times
• Support the team in refuelling chainsaw props and maintaining operational equipment
• Ensure all fire pits across site are stocked, managed, and safely lit
• Assist with pre-opening maintenance tasks when required
• Work collaboratively across departments, supporting wider teams when needed
Important:
Due to the nature of this role, applicants must be 18 or over and have full availability for the whole duration of the 
contract.
This role involves evening and late-night work, including weekends. Due to the nature of the event, you must be 
comfortable working in intense and immersive environments. Additional training and support will be provided.
Dates:
This role will require you to work on the following dates. Full availability on live dates is essential:
• Install & Build: TBC (select dates in September & October)
• Live Dates: October 9th, 10th, 16th, 17th, 18th, 23rd, 24th, 25th, 28th, 29th, 30th and 31st.

Rate of Pay:
• Live nights: £18.00 per hour

Benefits:
• 2 x 50% discount codes for FEAR Scream Park Preview Night (standard passes only)
• Hot meal provided before opening on all live dates

Jobs on Indeed.com:



Bristol Experimental Puppetry Festival
I got reccomended this account on my fyp and 
originally followed them because I wanted to 
attend the event but then they posted looking for 
volunteeers so I applied as it would be great 
experience to help out on a small upcoming 
festival that’s local to me and meet other creatives



Interviews



Interview Advice



Sustainability talk



Notes from the talk:



What words do you think of when you hear of "nature"



What words do you think of when you hear of "sustainability"



Notes from the talk:
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Notes from the talk:



Group activity: what can we do regarding sustainability in props and what is a obstacle in being sustainable



I emailed Tilly after the talk,

Since I got Tillys email I thought I should Email 
her after the talk to bring up the conversation we 
had earlier about a app that exists that would be 
good for props. At the time I didn’t remember its 
name but since it came back into my head I 
wanted to tell her.



Social Media



Social Media and its potential for networking within the creative industry

Ive noticed that reels are what tend to do the 
best for engagement or reaching new people. 
Scrolling through short engaging content with 
music behind it or short videos of the proces of 
the behind the scenes are easily consumable 
forms of content due to the addictive nature of 
reels and scrolling with a short attention span. 
People don’t want to see just photos on social 
media as a majority of viewers will glance and 
maybe liked the post but reels forces a longer 
engagement.

A lot of smaller creators rely on personality for 
branding utilising things such as reels and 
memes to reach a wide audience. The logic is 
that the people who understand the jokes or 
find them relatable are the same people in the 
industry who relate which networks them 
across. Its more approachable than networking 
events and easier to find more industry specific 
creators especially since it could be considered 
quite niche as a job.

Since making a account dedicated to Set Design 
and following the type of content I want to see I 
have already followed over 150 different people 
which shows how fast and easy this way of 
finding members of the creative industry online 
through instagram



The reason I chose to highlight Gabbie's account is 
because she runs a tiktok/reels series on "accidentally 
becoming a set painter" for Village Theatre Waterdown 
where she talks about how her arts education background 
influenced her painting style and methods she used for 
the set painting. I found this extremely relatable as 
someone who also comes from an art background who is 
seeking to adapt it to work for set design. She has also 
followed me back on social media since I followed her

Gabbie Ranger



JadaAndDavid

Jada and David are a influencer couple that run a photography/set 
build company where they make content about the process of 
designing, building, painting and editing the photos. I found them 
through instagram but the thing that made them stand out to me 
was their website which split the portfolio by what sector you were 
looking for rather than project for example having a section for 
photography and a section for set building. Even though they would 
be photos of the same project they were showcased diffrently 
depending on the job for example all the set building photos were 
wide shots of the set in a studio where you can see the supports 
and the lighting rigs rather than the professional contained photos 
of the same sets they use to show their photography work



Steph Barclay

Stephanie Barclay has worked in all different sectors of the industry in fact 
her entire CV was publically available on her website linked to her 
Instagram profile and it was a broad list showing how much experience she 
has despite having a smaller social media prescence. Most of her posts are 
fun behind the scenes content showing her personality or her engaging with 
other people she was with on set which makes her seem approachable and 
friendly. Her branding is very simple and clean which I like a lot as it lets her 
work speak for itself and rather than having a portfolio she has a stock of 
photos she can use to build a small portfolio based on the job shes applying 
for which means it can be tailored to the clients requests.



Excalibur

This was a job oppurtunity I found through instagram, a post got reccomended to me stating they were looking for 
artists living in wales to apply for entry level roles on the film, which especially excited me as William Todd Jones was 
working on the film and he has worked on Labyrinth which is my favourite movie. I applied but admittedly this was 
before I made my CV and refined my portfolio which I feel impacted my chances but im happy to have felt confident 
enough to just try as I think that still shows groeth in my confidence



My Brand



My identity

Who am I?
I am a passionately driven artist, who likes to find the conections 
between art history and subcultures to projects for inspiration. I work 
well under pressure but I'm a bit of a perfectionist and become stressed 
out when the end result is something I know could be better if I had a 
little more time or a chance to try again with what I learned along the 
way which is terrible in the moment but I am working on applying those 
features to future projects instead and taking it all as a learning 
experience. But I also enjoy my down time, I love going clubbing and 
dancing as a way to relax and reward myself for working hard on 
modules or going to galleries to get ideas and feel inspired

What do I want to put out there?
I want to put out work influenced by art focusing on surrealist, memphis 
design and modernist constructivism. I want to work on horror films or 
physcological thrillers full of symbolism and intentful design choices 
that will one day have fans analysing the meaning of small prop details 
similar to how I react now to the same sorts of movies. I want to put out 
the kind of work I would be excited and inspired to see and make myself 
proud in that regard.

My moral and values?
I have strong values in equality as a mixed race bisexual woman I have 
no tolerance for discrimination or work that feels like a ill representation 
of cultures, I want to work for people that I know have decency. I value 
the importance of trying to be as sustainable as possible with design 
without sacraficing aesthetics and looking at ways to minimise the 
damage being artistic can be. I carry this through in my personal art 
practices and id like to bring this into the industry.



My CV

When making my CV I debated finding a more colourful 
decorative template but I chose a simple template based off its 
layout being appealing to me then recreated this myself using it 
layout for inspiration. I kept it to black and white because it felt 
the most clear and when printed would be cheaper.

I did play with using green colours in a few different versions 
because I have green hair and I love the colour but I felt like 
theres always the chance I dye my hair again or change on that 
after all ive been every colour of hair by now its just green ive 
kept the longest since before uni. But one design ive kept 
consistent since secondary school to college to my diploma till 
now is using Black and White with a Franklin Gothic Demi 
Condensed font for titles in any powerpoints I had to make, for 
no particular reason its been my go to font and my favourite to 
use in projects so I feel like it’s a timeless testament to my 
choices as a designer so I used it for all the titles of my CV



My CV I recently started a 
buisness instagram for 
my set design and 
production work as a 
way of keeping a public 
portfolio similar to the 
ones ive looked at online 
and hoping to build 
a following like the ones 
ive researched on 
instagram.

The cool thing with a 
business account is you 
can see the analytics of 
your content to see what 
drives the most 
engagement. Now mine 
has a huge bias because 
I posted tagging welsh 
national opera thanking 
them for inviting us on a 
tour and they reposted it 
which influenced my 
statistics since they have 
a much larger following 
than me.

But you can see that I 
have reached over 1500 
people so far through my 
posts



Presentation



How it has begun to inform your professional promotional material?

I would say my research into industry professionals beyond what work they produce is whats informing my promotional 
material the most. The way they market themselves as people with skills not just a skill because this industry is 
collabarative and relies on working in a team and ultimately people want to work with people who they get on with, you 
cant always have that but it helps having others enjoy working with you and tell you about oppurtunities.

Ive started a instagram dedicated to work, I realized I was following so many people whose work I enjoyed or I wanted to 
work for but my private personal account was not telling anyone why I was following these topics. I feel quite nervous 
posting but its been nice to feel like my work now exists somewhere for viewing even when in storage.

Ive pushed myself to contact people and start a LinkedIn, this feels like a big step for me as communication online is 
something that tests my anxiety, the feeling of hoping it comes across politely not being able to read expressions on a 
screen particularly with phones, ive gotten better with it over years more so because I had to. Everything is online now 
but with strangers or new people it is daunting. Ive emailed tilly from sevren studios and commented on her linkedin. Ive 
applied to volunteer for a puppet festival in bristol, ive applied for a internship role with excalibur and fantasy film 
shooting in wales.

Going forward
When it comes to my cv I feel tempted to make colourful themed cvs like the few I see or illustrative buisness cards but I 
know that those arent me. I have used the same layout and fonts for every powerpoint since y10 till now no matter what 
enviroment I am in. The colour block black and white and franklin gothic font I feel represent me from then until now and 
going forward.

I have felt such a diference since this module in how I interact with the industry as a whole. I feel more concious and 
analtical of things. I feel a stronger sense of belonging, I felt intimidated by the idea of talkinmg to people who KNOW 
what they are doing in first year.



Working on Pirates



My Role as Props and Standby Props

I loved working on this project as the Props person, especially dressing the set 
arranging everything carefully then "destroying" it for the pirate fight scenes 
tediously setting up the furniture and props to look casually strewn about as if 
theres been a commotion without it looking too manufactured then resetting it all 
for reshoots the next day and the exhibition as if the chaos never happened. I also 
liked making the props and sourcing them for this aswell as the silly small jobs like 
holding up set pieces and carrying props across location to where they were 
needed.

This really solidified my interest in this area of set design as I like all the sub tasks 
and how involved I can be doing props



Exhibition



Exhibition

Besides resetting both sets to the original layout I made before 
filming so they would look perfect for the exhibition I also 
helped fix and repaint the stands for the Showcase. 
Unfortunately I missed the first day moving set pieces as I was 
still ill and when I came back felt physically weak.

I enjoyed working the exhibition and talking to people about the 
Sets and Props on display but I learnt that a lot of people were 
unaware of the Pirate Set in y LLwyfan so we had to direct them 
to see it. I think maybe next year we should consider signage or 
arrows leading the way for visitors.

I struggled networking the alumni event, I honestly was quite 
anxious and it makes me withdraw a little which I regret as I 
wish I took advatage of the oppurtunity better as it was my goal 
to try improve my social skills and network but it was really 
difficult putting it into practice but I will keep trying to fix this so 
I am prepared next year



Evaluation



This module has been really impactful in making me become 
more conscious of where I want to be in the future. Researching into local 
companies, practitioners and world events that are relevant to the industry has 
made me more aware of how everything is connected and what steps I need to 
work on to achieve these goals. I feel I interact with the industry on a more 
analytical level after this module, thinking about the domino effect of world 
events on set design such as rising prices of timber, attention spans and what 
movies or productions are happening at the moment and why did they design 
things the way they did and how it reflects society

I still struggle with networking but this module I have pushed myself to 
create an Instagram dedicated to work after realizing how much 
content I consumed about Set Design in my free time. My goal was to 
create an account that showcases my work as a way of finding other creatives 
as this industry heavily relies on collaboration and social media is a 
straightforward way to make myself approachable, show my skills and ability 
to teamwork. I also created 
a LinkedIn Profile, but I find that it is more formal and I'm not as comfortable 
posting there yet.

Creating the Development Plan and the CV has helped massively see tasks 
broken down into steps, and my work written out makes me feel more confident 
about what I have achieved so far. When I look back on previous modules as if 
they were jobs and not University classes, it makes me feel more accomplished 
and secure in my ability to then work an actual job after graduating. I have 
applied for a few summer jobs, but I have not heard any responses yet, but I am 
hoping to find an opportunity for experience this summer otherwise I want to 
dedicate the summer to a personal project and practice the skills from 
university.

Evaluation
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