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Define skill in the context of your own practice and the work of two artists/makers/designers.

The Oxford Dictionary defines skill as the “special ability in a task”(Dictionaries, 2014:p1851)
to do something well, everyone has their own set of skills at which they excel. Richard Sennett once said that skill is a “basic human impulse” (Sennett,R.(2008:p9) as everyone has their own set of skills and have “ the desire to do a job well”(Sennett,R.(2008:p9), as when you find something you’re good at you want to keep working and excel and be the best in that field. “To the absolutist in every craftsman, each imperfection is a failure” (Sennett,R.(2008:p46) I disagree with this comment from Richard as a failure is often a learning curve for how to improve, for example if you were mixing colours and didn’t get the correct one you would know what steps to take in order to correct the mistake moving forward. Failures in different aspect of life are often shunned but in the art community it is considered a step in the right direction and allows you to improve as a person.


In my own practice, I use many steps to get to a final outcome, I use modern and traditional forms of testing and creating to make samples before a final piece. If I were to make a stencil to screen print I would make my stencil by hand using traditional methods or I would create it digitally using modern techniques such as laser cutting or expose the image to a screen using a uv light. In my opinion, it is quicker and more efficient to use modern techniques as you can laser cut the stencil very neatly and if its successful it can be laser cut again and again, however doing so by hand requires more skill and attention to detail to ensure there are no mistakes. If a mistake was to occur whilst digitally creating a stencil you can easily undo and correct the error, however using hand techniques leaves you no room for making mistakes. I feel that modern techniques are becoming very popular with manufacturers and businesses as they can repeat a design as many times precisely the same. Traditional methods are still being used and often yield a higher price when buying due to the unique handmade quality of craftsmanship and attention to detail that goes into making a piece. More often than not these pieces are considered one of a kind items and can be often can be collectible items. 

From my personal standpoint, I feel that artists should use a good balance of both modern and traditional methods. I feel that traditional methods will always start the process of designing a great personal piece. Personally, I feel that there should be a good balance between both methods, keeping the traditional aspect, but adding a modern twist to it. When it comes to artist selling a handmade piece, often people are  hesitant when buying because of the frequently big price tags that follow. If more artists began to mass produce their work with the use of modern techniques, its possible that more people might buy them, however this would also take away from that unique and original collectability a lot of artists have. 

I utilize many different skills that benefit me in my work. From my attention to detail to decent time keeping abilities, I feel that the skills that I apply project through my work, and they all play a part in ensuring sure my work is at the best possible standard. I often use a vast array of techniques that I believe I am quite proficient at, such as hand and machine embroidery. Oftentimes with embroidery I try to make it look as though the image is as realistic as possible by using techniques such as playing with highlights and shadows, tone and texture. When making a print I prefer to have colours that will correspond with the image im using as inspiration, this will require me to be patient and to continuously test a range of shades to get the perfect tone, often this will take a long time to perfect and will take multiple attempts to master. Whilst using electronic programmes such as Photoshop and Illustrator my attention to detail is tested as I ensure my designs have little to no errors if using for machinery, such as laser cutting or else the design could be completely ruined and would have to be re-done. Whilst beginning a new project I generally begin by plotting my time as accurately as possible to ensure my tasks are completed in time to standard. I feel it is important to express what you are proficient at, as whatever you excel at can not only help with aspects of work but also in everyday life. Often, I enjoy trying new techniques whilst working to expand my skillset and the different ways of completing my work. I will practice something until I feel I’ve perfected how to do it, take lino printing as an example. When carving into the lino it can be quite difficult as if you have a very detailed design to carve, you require a steady hand and pressure and in able to carve carefully and will need to take your time. If you apply too much pressure you may end up carving too much you can ruin the print and are often unable to fix the mistake as It’s all done by hand. Furthermore, when applying the ink to the lino you must get the quantity perfect, too little ink and your image will not transfer and too much ink and the image will be unintelligible and messy so it will require a certain amount of capability to get it perfect. Through my work I feel that I utilise my skills to the best of my ability.


I have chosen to research two different but simliar artists and how they both use different skills and techniques in their preffered fields. The first artist on average creates most of her work by hand, wheras the second uses more modern techniques throughout most of their work.

The first artist I have studied is Allyson McDermott. McDermott uses traditional methods in order to restore wallpaper from historical periods using similar methods that would have been used within the original designs and production process. She begins the process by creating a stencil, sketching by hand. After completing the sketch she would upload it onto a computer to ensure the design has clean lines and there are no mistakes. Next she would send the design to be carved into a block of wood by hand in order to print the chosen design. She would then take samples of the wallpaper in need of restoring and use a microscope in order to identify the pigments of colour that she will need to use. She will even go into the depth of using brushes from the same period to get almost identical strokes to those that would have been placed many years before. Once she is happy with the shade she will then proceed to create the print using flock to mimic the luxurious feel of velvet from the period. McDermott uses a range of various skills throughout her work, for example, while matching the shades of the original wallpaper she uses her amazing attention to detail to ensure she gets every morsel of pigment that is required correct, even going as far as using a microscope. Her attention to detail will be massively tested whilst measuring the pigment as well as the hand sketch of the design, the ability to look at an image and hand draw it as an almost perfect match for the wallpaper is incredible and takes years of practice and an incredible amount of dedication to be that confident in yourself and your artistry, a lot of people would be hesitant to try this and would find comfort in modern methods to complete the task. She is a credit to an old traditonal method and is keeping it alive whilst the new modern techniques are becoming a quicker and easier option, she could have chosen to dedicate her entire work to a modern method and machinery to carve into the wood block to do the entirety of the design but doing it by hand keeps her connected to the tradition and her work. 

The second artist I have looked into is Tracy Kendall. The work that she does is primarily modern but with a hint of traditional. The work in which she specialises is creating wallpaper designs whether its laser cutting or using a tag gun. With dedicating yourself to one specific field you have to ensure that your work stands out above others, one example of this is she would use a tag gun to attach sequins to wallpaper as well as jigsaw pieces, to do this she would drill a small hole in the pieces using a pendant drill and then using the tag gun she attaches them to the wallpaper. When you think of sticking an item to a surface you often think of using stitch to do this, so to be able to come up with a unique way of doing this really does help to make her work stand out and be different. This type of method requires similar skills that I use, such as patience as working with such small objects like the jigsaw pieces and the sequins can take a lot of time to get the correct placement. She also uses machinery in her work by laser cutting text designs into her wallpaper, this type of work would require her to be able to use programme software well in order to achieve the correct look to her design, some of the skills she would use with this would be, attention to detail and would sometimes require good patience. I often look at her work and use it for my own inspirations as we sue similar tools to achieve different results. She shows that you can still be a great artist whilst using the more modern methods that other artists are adapting to. 

To conclude my research, Allyson McDermott and Tracy Kendall use very similar skill sets whilst doing different techniques. Both of them bring something unique to the wallpaper scene whether its using a tag gun to attach items or you’re carving an entire block of wood to use as a stencil to print with is pretty incredible, I would definitely consider them both to be skilful and that they do what they do extremely well. I will continue to use both these great artists as inspiration for future work. I still believe that artists should incorporate both modern and traditional techniques in their work as both will produce spectacular results whether you’re creating a one of a kind master piece or if you’re mass producing for a wider market and audience. I have also deduced that both modern and traditional methods require a lot of skill and dedication in both fields and both should also be respected. I do feel the modern techniques are better but I feel the traditional way will always be around because the relationship between the creator and the equipment will translate as carefully handmade and non-perfect, which will always be praised. Modern technologies will always be a shortcut for many and I feel that it will become ever more present in everyday life for artists, whether it’s just using a program to touch up a design or using machinery to create the finished product, modern is definitely the future of surface pattern. 





Bibliography

Books
Dictionaries, C (2014) Collins English Dictionary 12th Edition. Glasgow: HarperCollins Publishers
Sennett, R. (2008) The Craftsman. New Haven & London: Yale University Press.



vt rsefaiger,




