P5: Critically engage with one scholarly viewpoint relevant to your essay 
‘A ceremonial burial accounts better for the unfinished weapons ... which were more probably funerary items, since they would have been of no use to a living fighter or hunter hiking or fleeing at high altitude’ (Vanzetti et al (2010) P687). Wierer finds that ‘regional death rituals are characterized both by burials in rock-shelters and small caves’ or ‘cremated bodies in large stone structures’  (Wierer et al (2018) P*). Each of these site types are diametrically opposite to the ceremonial movement of human remains to an outdoor platform as proposed by Vanzetti et al’s thesis.  Wierer finds the lithic tools identified with Ötzi to be in their ‘final stage of useability’ (Wierer at al (2018) p*) proposing Ötzi’s physical journey from low to high altitude and hand injury of his penultimate few days as the reason ‘preventing him from repairing and integrating his weapons’ (Wierer et al (2018) P*). Wierer at al’s analysis comprehensively addresses the range of finished and unfinished tools and weapons in Ötzi’s possession assessing them as ‘freshly modified blade tools without any wear suggest planned work which he never carried out' (Wierer et al (2018) P*). Vanzetti et al are selective in their coverage of the range of weapons and tools, opting not to address the finished weapons, high value copper axe or the ‘flaking waste’ in their grave goods summation despite the fact each one of these would have been chosen and moved with the remains to the natural platform. In contrast Wierer et al find that Ötzi had a ‘limited kit of lithic tools, light and just sufficient for the essential tasks’ (Wierer et al (2018) P*).
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