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[bookmark: _Toc39146957]Introduction
The purpose of this research is to enlighten the reader with the details about the topic ‘the impact of virtual learning environment’. With the emergence of globalization in the society, people are shifting towards the use of digital technology so as to enhance their skills and attain better level of productivity in the society (Vaganova, et. al., 2017). The given research paper will highlight details about the impact of virtual learning environment on the students and the society at large. In the current times of pandemic, universities and colleges are completing their courses by the way of virtual learning platforms only. These platforms have its own benefits as well as drawbacks, the given report will guide the reader about the impact of use of such learning methods on the people. Research has been conducted by analyzing the background of the case and then finding appropriate results for the same. More details about the research are mentioned below:
[bookmark: _Toc39146958]Background
Virtual learning environment (VLE) seems play a significant role in the lives of students to progress the students from passive to active learners. This type of learning system promotes the critical thinking skills of the students and let them make use of classroom acquired knowledge in the real-world situation. This type of learning process is increasing rapidly with the changing pace of time and has become a vital component in the learning process as well. Virtual learning environment is basically a set learning and teaching pattern that are used to enhance the learning of the students by involving the use of technical tools and gadgets like computers, laptop, mobile phones and the internet as well  (Costello, Johnston, and Wade 2019). 
The main component of this type of learning is that it includes curriculum mapping, electronic communication via e-mails, podcast etc., student tracking etc. facilities that are provided by the teachers to the students. Under this process, all the resources are sent to the students online for study and the class are also held online through video conferencing. The teacher can easily track the performance of each student through the online blackboard and resolve their queries personally through chat. The term virtual learning environment is also regarded as managed learning environment. This type of system is defined to increase the interest of students and make them active towards learning (O’Connor, and Larkin 2019). 
Nowadays, every child has its profile on social media platforms; the VLE provides opportunity to the students to create their project online and submit it to the tutor through Blackboard only. Virtual learning environment offers the student provides a classroom environment to the students, but the only difference is that it is more flexible and helps the students to information and education at any time and even while sitting at their home as well. This system helps the educators to make use of digital based solutions to provide learnings to the students in a more creative manner. This type of learning is an immediate solution for the teachers to spread their knowledge in different parts of the world and for the students to attain it while sitting at home at any respective time (Brito, Medeiros, and Bezerra 2019). 
In the situation of pandemic, when it is not safe to join in gatherings and go to any place, VLE has become one of the most important components in consistently providing learnings to the students. Technology always interested millennial in the society with a greater and pace and with the changing environment, their interest was shifting towards a better and practical approach of learning rather than the traditional methods. Resulting in which, occurrence of virtual learning environment would eventually develop a scenario for the students to do multi-tasking, as they can learn while sitting at their homes and perform other chores as well. This type of learning helps the colleges and universities to never stop their learning system even when the situation is not according to them (Primo, Ulbricht, and Fadel 2017). 
Once the COVID-19 situation disappears, the students would be left with very less time to prepare for their studies and give exams, therefore, they could utilize this lockdown period to study and cover up their lag as well. This type of learning process is inspired by the globalization aspect because now a student sitting in America could easily gain education from the professors of European Universities without even physically going to the location. The infrastructure investment is also reduced through this learning method, as the universities only need qualified technicians to maintain the student and tutor portal effectively. VLE platform usually allow the tutors to manage the content by creating it online and storing it at the blackboard so that it is accessible to the students anytime (Eskandari, and Soleimani 2016). 
Further, it also helps in curriculum mapping and planning by initiating personalization in the learning methods and experience. Communication is conducted through chats and emails and video conferencing are regarded as the best source of learning in VLE. There is a growing career of this type of learning because it entices the student to stay connected with the technology and perform several other crucial tasks while attaining learning (Zapparolli, and Stiubiener 2017).
[bookmark: _Toc39146959]Aims and Objectives
The aim of this research is to analyze the process of virtual learning and the ways in which it impacts on the interest of students and teachers at large. 
Below mentioned are the list of objectives that are considered while working on this paper:
· Analyze the meaning of Virtual Learning Environment
· Understand the need and use of Virtual Learning Environment
· Impact of Virtual Learning Environment in the society
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The secondary sources of research have been conducted in the given paper so as to attain information about the VLE. Secondary sources of research refer to the resources that are collected from another user. These are authentic source that are displayed by other researchers in the real world to help other researchers. Also, qualitative sources of information has been conducted in the paper. Qualitative data is gained from the secondary research through observation and document analysis method. The research makes use of real as well as reliable data present in the environment and does not affect the interest of any other research. The information present in not copied and the citation is given to the researcher in the areas where information is subsequently used (Kumar 2019). 
The research design used in the paper is descriptive with relates to the qualitative sources of information presented in the paper. Furthermore, the researcher has utilized the positivism research approach to guide the reader with the actual information in relation to the virtual learning environment. Research approach refers to the approach that is utilized in the paper to find the solution for the given problem and effectively apply the research material and methods in the paper as well. The research does not harm the interest of any person present in the business environment and it does affect the confidentiality of any factor as well. Research is conducted in fair and just manner without providing harm to any source (Fletcher 2017). 
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With the thorough analysis of the research, it has been found out that many students are interested in responding the Moodle services to other students known to them. This response means that the organization is working in an effective manner in helping the students in attaining learning from professors without having any actual contact. A moderate answer appeared when the question was asked in response to the likeliness of the student to continue using VLE in the environment (Lima, Brito, and Caldeira 2019). 
Whenever the current situation changes, students would also like to resume their regular classes due to which some them denied the permanent use of Moodle. Thirdly, on acknowledging the fact about costing, it should be noted that yes the students would still use it because it would eventually satisfy their requirements as they would not face the need to go to physical classes or purchase books to read as they can do all this through Moodle itself. Unanimous answer appeared in case of go to place for the students during breaks as they do not find any other source better than the Moodle to gain information in the environment. Thus, it can be said that this source is trusted and reliable for the students. Lastly, most of the students stated that yes, they will use the Moodle services because they find it interesting and beneficial for them in their learning process (Zacarias, et. al., 2016). 
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Analyzing the results in relation to background discussed about VLE, it should be noted that the response of most of the students appeared to be mostly positive which means that they are enjoying the learning process through Moodle and would prefer using the services regularly as well. It should be noted that VLE is considered to be extremely beneficial for the students in the current time because it is helping them to maintain their touch with education even when are living in distant locations as well (Yildiz, Tezer, and Uzunboylu 2018). 
The Moodle provides all the necessary resources to the students on Blackboard only which can be said as a one stop location for every problem of the student as it provides resources, helps in communication and many other features. The students are even willing to pay to utilize Moodle because they find it helpful in long run, however, it can be said that once the pandemic situation is over, the use of Moodle might reduce because the students would want to resume their physical classes. The fact is true that none of the student would give priority of VLE above physical learning environment but in difficult times like these, it is beneficial to have source through which students could attain authentic information from the environment (Ifinedo, Pyke, and Anwar 2018). 
It could also be said that once the pandemic situation is over and life resumes to normal, the students might not purchase the subscription again because they could directly approach the professors in case of queries and make use of physical noted provided to them for the learning process. Resulting in which, the two main benefits of VLE would reduce due to which the competitive of Moodle would also reduce subsequently. The paid subscription of Moodle could work only when there is presence of unusual situation or when the student wants to learn through the online medium only, otherwise, the students visiting the college and university on a regular basis would not make of Moodle (Costa, Costa, and Parreira 2016). 
Thus, it can be said that virtual learning platforms have come as an escape for the students so that they could learn and develop their skills while living in different parts of the world. Education is not bound to the specific class or section of people as it is a human right, therefore, the VLE equates every person in the society and gives an opportunity to the students study without wasting time and while living in distant locations as well (Grossi, et. al., 2018). 
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Thus, in the limelight of above-mentioned events, the fact should be noted that the paper highlighted information about the impact of virtual learning environment in the society. Thus, it can be said that VLE has appeared as a benefit for the students to learn and educate themselves even in lockdown as well. The VLE provides all the learning resources to students online through which they could do multi-tasking. Thus, in this way it affects the lifestyle and learning of the students in a better way and helps the teachers to connect with the students at the same time in groups as well as personally. 
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Dear Colleagues, I am conducting a questionnaire on Moodle as part of my assignment for digital skills. Please could you provide your feedback by putting a tick sign for your chosen answers.
[image: ]
Moodle Questionnaire Response Q1-5 
	Questions
	Very likely
	likely
	Neither likely nor unlikely
	unlikely
	Very  unlikely

	1. How likely is it that you would recommend  Moodle to a friend or colleague?
	✔
	
	
	
	

	2. How likely would you continue to use Moodle to research for books, magazines and journals?
	✔
	
	
	
	

	3. Should UWTSD decide to start charging student to access Moodle, how likely are you to continue to use it?
	
	
	
	
	✔

	4. How likely Moodle would be your first source of information, even when on holiday break?
	
	
	
	✔
	

	5. How likely it is to access Moodle for Academic and Financial help?
	
	
	✔
	
	








Moodle Questionnaire Response Q6-10
	Questions
	Very satisfied
	Satisfied
	Never Satisfied
	Dissatisfied
	Very dissatisfied

	6. How satisfied are you with the reliability of Moodle?
	
	✔
	
	
	

	7. How satisfied are you with the security of Moodle?
	✔
	
	
	
	

	8. How satisfied are you with the ability to combined Moodle with other online learning Apps?
	
	✔
	
	
	

	9. How satisfied are you with the overall looks and design of Moodle?
	
	✔
	
	
	

	10. How satisfied are you with the selection of course information and materials Moodle has?
	
	
	
	✔
	





Moodle Questionnaire Response Q11-15
	Questions
	Yes
	No

	11. Did you find it difficult to download Moodle Apps?
	✔
	

	12. Where you able to download Moodle Apps on more than one device?
	✔
	

	13. Do you think Moodle Apps is one of the best Virtual Learning software available to student?
	✔
	

	14. Was it easy to submit your assignments through Turnitin on Moodle last term?
	✔
	

	15. Are you happy with the internet connection and speed when using Moodle?
	✔
	








Dear Colleagues, I am conducting a questionnaire on Moodle as part of my assignment for digital skills. Please could you provide your feedback by putting a tick sign for your chosen answers.


Moodle Questionnaire Response Q1-5
	Questions
	Very likely
	likely
	Neither likely nor unlikely
	unlikely
	Very  unlikely

	1. How likely is it that you would recommend  Moodle to a friend or colleague?
	
	x
	
	
	

	2. How likely would you continue to use Moodle to research for books, magazines and journals?
	x
	
	
	
	

	3. Should UWTSD decide to start charging student to access Moodle, how likely are you to continue to use it?
	
	
	
	x
	

	4. How likely Moodle would be your first source of information, even when on holiday break?
	
	
	x
	
	

	5. How likely it is to access Moodle for Academic and Financial help?
	
	x
	
	
	












Moodle Questionnaire Response Q6-10
	Questions
	Very satisfied
	Satisfied
	Never Satisfied
	Dissatisfied
	Very dissatisfied

	6. How satisfied are you with the reliability of Moodle?
	x
	
	
	
	

	7. How satisfied are you with the security of Moodle?
	
	x
	
	
	

	8. How satisfied are you with the ability to combined Moodle with other online learning Apps?
	x
	
	
	
	

	9. How satisfied are you with the overall looks and design of Moodle?
	x
	
	
	
	

	10. How satisfied are you with the selection of course information and materials Moodle has?
	
	x
	
	
	





Moodle Questionnaire Response Q11-15
	Questions
	Yes
	No

	11. Did you find it difficult to download Moodle Apps?
	
	x

	12. Where you able to download Moodle Apps on more than one device?
	x
	

	13. Do you think Moodle Apps is one of the best Virtual Learning software available to student?
	x
	

	14. Was it easy to submit your assignments through Turnitin on Moodle last term?
	x
	

	15. Are you happy with the internet connection and speed when using Moodle?
	x
	






Responses for Question 11-15

Question 11	yes	No 	8	7	Question 12	yes	No 	15	0	Question 13	yes	No 	13	2	Question 14	yes	No 	9	6	Question 15	yes	No 	10	5	




Responses collected for Question 1-5

Question 1	Very likely	likely	Neither likely nor unlikely	unlikely	Very  unlikely	8	5	2	0	0	Question 2	Very likely	likely	Neither likely nor unlikely	unlikely	Very  unlikely	6	1	5	3	0	Question 3	Very likely	likely	Neither likely nor unlikely	unlikely	Very  unlikely	0	0	0	6	9	Question 4	Very likely	likely	Neither likely nor unlikely	unlikely	Very  unlikely	2	5	2	6	0	Question 5	Very likely	likely	Neither likely nor unlikely	unlikely	Very  unlikely	2	5	6	0	2	



Responses Collected For Question 6-10

Question 6	Very satisfied	Satisfied	Never satisfied	Dissatisfied	Very  dissatisfied	8	7	0	0	0	Question 7	Very satisfied	Satisfied	Never satisfied	Dissatisfied	Very  dissatisfied	5	10	0	0	0	Question 8	Very satisfied	Satisfied	Never satisfied	Dissatisfied	Very  dissatisfied	5	10	0	0	0	Question 9	Very satisfied	Satisfied	Never satisfied	Dissatisfied	Very  dissatisfied	7	8	0	0	0	Question 10	Very satisfied	Satisfied	Never satisfied	Dissatisfied	Very  dissatisfied	0	10	2	3	0	
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