In this essay, the importance of "policing by consent" and the impact it has on a modern-day police service. During this essay, it will be exploring the reasons behind the Brixton riots of 1981. It will also be covering a few examples of how public perception of the police has affected how they carry out tasks and the reasons behind why policing by consent was introduced.

The main purpose of the police service is to "uphold the law in local areas by safeguarding members of the public and their belongings, stopping crime, reducing the terror of crime, and improving the overall quality of life for citizens" (University of Southampton, 2022). This essentially means that the police are there to serve and protect the community, depending on their needs. The structure of police forces across England and Wales comes from the governing body, "The College of Policing." This governing body sets rules and regulations that all officers are to abide by. They are also in charge of implementing training standards and are an independent body of the home office (Health and Safety Executive, 2021). The college of policing is the policing government, which will set the rules and ensure that all officers are delivering a fair and consistent service throughout all of England and Wales. Policing by consent is a crucial element of policing and what officers do on a day-to-day basis for their jobs. Policing by consent is a UK-based initiative that was "implemented by the ideas of Sir Robert Peel developed to define an ethical police force" (Cewbot, 2022). Overall, it was designed to ensure that all forces across the UK are acting in a respectful and professional manner.
Policing by consent is the element that is “driven by the 9 principles of policing which was founded by the founder of the Metropolitan Police, Robert Peel” (Greater London Authority , 2020). ‘It’s been proven that for policing to be more effective there needs to be a large public support for a police service’s actions. The first ‘general instructions’ that were layed out in 1829 were issued to each individual police officer these instructions explained to the officers that “the power of the police and to be able to carry out their roles and duties is depending on the public perception and their approval of their existence and this will ensure that the public maintain respect for the force”  (Greater London Authority , 2020). In addition to this another tactic they would use back in 1829 was to ‘only use physical force when they had no option and warning and advice had already been given’. Police officer were told “the minimum degree of physical force which is necessary on any particular occasion for achieving a police objective” (Greater London Authority , 2020).


The importance of policing by consent is that the police obtain and uphold a good relationship with the public. If the public cooperates with the police and their duties, they will make it a better force. "Without the cooperation of the public, the police force would not be able to function and complete their daily tasks, which makes the service unworkable" (College of Policing, 2022). In addition to this, the public's support is also key to modern day policing because "evidence has shown that effective community engagement for the police foot patrols and the collaborative problem solving have significantly increased public confidence in policing activity" (College of Polcing, 2022). According to the Office for National Statistics, "between April 2015 and March 2016, 33,989 people said they strongly agree that police in the area can be trusted." Between April 2016 and March 2017, 34,352 people strongly agreed that police in the area can be trusted. (The National Office for Statistics, 2020). This is an increase of 363 people between April 2015 and March 2017. This also shows that the public is starting to trust the police in their local communities.
It can also help to prevent crime levels from rising within the community; "research suggests that the way officers behave when engaging with the public can have a detrimental impact on reducing crime by increasing the respect that the community has for the officers that serve them and by making the public more likely to assist the police rather than break the law" (College of Policing, 2022). This can become a key element for modern day policing, as it is essentially stating that if you treat the public lawfully and respectfully, there is a higher chance of the public not only reporting crime but also preventing more people from committing it. Furthermore, the importance of public cooperation is key because "police officials rely on members of the community to provide them with certain information about a crime" (Police Executive Research Forum, 2013). This means that many of the operations that police forces across England and Wales conduct come from public intelligence and from people reporting behaviour they deem unacceptable. The police code of ethics states that "as individuals and as part of a wider organisation, we have the responsibility to ensure that we can act in the best interests of society as a whole" (College of Policing, 2022). An example of where the public was not happy with the way the police force was treating them would be the Brixton Riots in 1981. "Where black and ethnic minorities rioted for 3 days, causing over £7.5 million worth of damage by attacking buildings and setting them on fire as well as fighting with the police to try and prove a point," "Of those who were involved, most were young black men who caused the damage to the buildings." Over 300 people were injured during the 3-day riot (BBC News, 2019).
A prominent factor as to why these riots began was because "there were increased tensions between the black and ethnic communities and the white police officers within the Metropolitan Police" (Piere, 2022). "This riot was all about the discrimination of the stop and search law." The public deemed that the police would stop and search anyone who they thought might be acting suspiciously, and this enabled racism (Piere, 2022). An example of why the public struggles to trust the police would be the George Floyd case. This case happened in Minneapolis, where a "white Minneapolis police officer used an excessive amount of force by kneeling on George Floyd's neck for approximately 10 minutes, which then resulted in his death." "This was after Floyd bought a pack of cigarettes at the convenience store, and the cashier suspected that he used a fake $20 note, so she called the police, and when they arrived, Floyd was cooperative, but the officer pulled a gun. "When Floyd refused to be put in the police car because he was claustrophobic, officers then pulled him from the car and pinned him to the floor" (History.com, 2020). This caused a public outcry across the world, which caused many people to doubt the faith they have in their police forces, which caused police forces to experience a rise in crime in retaliation to this case. "This sparked the largest protest in U.S. history and was a key aspect of race and policing in general."

In conclusion to this, "policing by consent" is a crucial part of modern-day policing. Without this structure being in place, policing would become very difficult for the forces and for the public, as they'd always be against them. The key element to "policing by consent" is the public's perception of the police force and the fact that the police force holds itself accountable for the actions that it takes. Without this being in place, the police would have to tackle a daily battle between the force and the public to try and prevent any further crime from occurring or any crime from occurring in the first place. Furthermore, without the public’s intelligence, the police would find it very difficult to prosecute criminals and find evidence to try and support their cases.
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