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AIM(S)

· To provide students with the opportunity to engage in a substantial self-managed dissertation/project in a field of study related to young people, to build on concepts, skills and techniques developed in previous modules, and for students to demonstrate the ability to direct their own studies and to provide students with the knowledge and understanding of the importance of ethical principles within the social research framework 

LEARNING OUTCOMES
Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
1. critically evaluate research data or literature and draw out the implications for policy and professional practice;

1. critically evaluate the nature of quantitative and qualitative research methodologies; research design and their strengths, weaknesses and limitations and apply this to their work; 

1. Apply research and evaluation skills, within relevant ethical codes, to formulate and answer to a self-determined research question.

1. Appreciate the complexity of the research process and demonstrate the ability to reflect critically about the process of carrying out their own study.

1. Organise their knowledge and learning through use of a range of information resources, and present their work appropriately.


INDICATIVE CONTENT

· Identification of worthwhile and feasible foci for individual projects, where the agreed topic may be project/case study or literature based/qualitative and/or quantitative in nature.
· Within this piece of work students should be aware that the essence of the module is to encourage autonomy in the planning, organisation and delivery of their work.
· Development, sharing and refining of a research proposal.
· Examination of the process of linking theoretical aspects of research foci: literature and research questions.
· Designing, sharing, and piloting data gathering instruments to address research foci.
· Addressing ethical issues in collecting data.
· Consideration of the levels of analysis and methods of presenting data.
· Dissemination and application of research findings in relation to students’ work with young people. 


Study Time Allocation
The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	60
	15%

	Independent learning
	340
	85%

	Placement learning
	0
	0%

	TOTAL
	400
	100%



ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1

	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical



	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Essay
	10,000 words or equivalent 
	100%



Assessment Summary

	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	100%

	Practical
	

	TOTAL
	100%




This module is part of a degree programme which is professionally endorsed by ETS Cymru.
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