A discussion of the Acts of Thecla will reveal ways in which women found admittance as apostolic teachers through the Roman social value of purity and pollution

The Roman social value of purity and pollution was very important in society. It told people "what and who belong[ed] when and where."[footnoteRef:32559] The Greco-Roman culture put a lot of importance on these rules, and each religious sub-culture had their own specific purity rules. For Christians these hard-line rules drew the lines of "clean and unclean in an attempt to create a model of God's cosmic order and help people locate their place in that order."[footnoteRef:24611] In this essay I am going to be discussing some of the actions in the Acts of Thecla involving her and those around her and her using these purity laws to find her place within in the life of early Christianity. I will be starting with Thecla hearing Paul preach the word of God and her deciding to follow Paul and live a life of purity, though Paul is nervous of this because he believes that she will be tempted by lusts and will loose her purity. However, when she baptises herself while being chased by wild animals in an arena, causing many people to convert to Christianity, Thecla essentially proves herself to Paul and he tells her to go out and teach the word of God, becoming an apostolic teacher, mainly due to Thecla proving to Paul that she can stay pure, and keep her virginity. [32559:  DeSilva, 2004, p113]  [24611:  DeSilva, 2004, p114] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]Thecla's first action in becoming an apostolic teacher is when she firsts listens to Paul's teachings and decides that she wants to live a life of purity. For Thecla, the main part of this, and the part focused on most within the Acts of Thecla, is remaining a virgin. Throughout the rest of the Acts of Thecla, Thecla's want for her virginity plays a big role in what happens to her. This radical act for Thecla shaped the beginning of a way for her, as she behaved in a masculine way for her time in making her own lifestyle choice, despite the wishes of her mother and her fiancé. As a result of Thecla wanting to become a Christian she ends up being condemned to burn at the stake. However, just before this takes place she is brought before the governor naked, and he wept because of the power that he could see in her.[footnoteRef:1]  Although Thecla had not necessarily done anything miraculous at this point in her life, just listening to Paul, and making her decision created such a power in her that it caused a grown man to weep. Thecla made the sign of the cross before she got up onto the pyre to be burned and expected to die. The hail and the rain that was sent from God, which put out the fire, saving Thecla, could be interpreted as God seeing the potential in Thecla and knowing what she can achieve with her purity. [1:  Ehrman, 1999, p 281, chapter 21] 


Despite God saving Thecla from the flames, when she asked Paul to baptise her he told her to be patient. She even offered to cut off her hair, most likely so that she would be more accepted as a follower of Paul, and as a possible teacher, as no woman had been told to go and teach the word of God at this point in the rise of Christianity. A reason that Paul refused right away, would have been because he knew the strength in what Thecla was trying to achieve, and knew what could come of her if she did not manage to keep this vow of virginity.[footnoteRef:20592] Despite not baptising Thecla, Paul let her follow him, and listen to his teachings, which gave her more freedom that most women during her time. However, this did not exclude Thecla from the difficulties that women, for when they reached Antioch, she was still grabbed by a random man because she was beautiful. Once again Thecla was condemned to death, however this time, before she was taken captive, she asked if she could keep her purity.[footnoteRef:17755] Thecla's purity was so important to her to being close to God that she put it above everything else. As soon as Thecla is condemned, although, according to the text, she has yet to interact with anyone, the women are all crying out for her, and she is taken in by Queen Tryphaena. Thecla's charisma, and the unjust treatment of women during this time, brings them to her defence without even knowing her. [20592:  Cannon 13, p128]  [17755:  Ehrman, 1999, p 282, chapter 27] 


Thecla in the arena against the animals is the strongest performance of her faith. Once again she is stripped, though this time she is given a girdle to protect her modesty. Whilst in the arena, Thecla fully believes that she is going to die and so baptises herself, in probably the most dangerous baptism, in a pool of ferocious seals. The lightning that comes down, along with the fire, could be interpreted as God accepting Thecla, her faith and her purity, especially as this fire is described to protect her nakedness from those around her, looking on.[footnoteRef:15689] This great fire which saves her is God protecting those loyal to him and those that he loves and has great things for. As a result of Thecla protecting her purity against every temptation and hurdle that has come her way, God saves her, for a second time. After this, one again the women crowd to Thecla, and she teaches them the word which she was taught by Paul, though she has not yet been authorised by Paul to do this. Through her purity she brought other people to God. [15689:  Ehrman, 1999, p 283, chapter 34] 


When Thecla found Paul once more, she was again dressed as a woman, probably to travel to him in a safer way, but also, probably so that he might accept her as a follower, and possible teacher more than he would do if she was dressed as a woman. However, Paul thinks she has overcome to some strange lusts and has lost her purity in the time that they were separated. Though once she shares her stories with him it is clear in his reaction that Thecla has proved to Paul that she will keep her purity to the end of her life. As a result of this Paul tells Thecla to go out and teach the word of God, the first time that it is recorded that a woman can go out and teach, that she has the authority to go and teach.

Overall, throughout the texts of The Acts of Thecla, Thecla is challenged constantly to keep her purity in a way to prove to Paul that she is worthy of teaching the word of God, but through her persistence and perseverance in the social value of purity and pollution, Thecla is able to become an apostolic teacher. These actions that Thecla takes part in makes the way for other women in the future, all by her following the purity and pollution rules laid out before her.
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