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The treatment and conditions of the unofficial refugee camp in Matamoros Mexico
This is a research proposal aimed to address and examine the conditions with which people who are considered refugees have to live in and experience during their stay in refugee camps. Specifically, I will be focusing on the “unofficial refugee encampment in Matamoros, Mexico” (Flores, 2020). I will be looking at the conditions of the camp, the treatment of refugees, the time period in which people usually have to remain in said camp and the overall health and safety measures that may or may not be put in place to protect such migrants/refugees.
The aim of this research is to allow myself and many other academics a keener insight into the exact conditions of the refugee camp, which will allow us to see how humane the treatment of refugees are. For as Gell has said “The immediate ‘other’ in a social relationship does not have to be another ‘human being’” (Gell, 1998:17). Showing the importance of looking at more than the relationship between people, but the way people feel and act in their own environment, can provide answers. By doing so we can further this research and petition governments to, if necessary, provide better environments and better treatment of refugees that stay within the camp for extended periods of time. We can also attempt to draw conclusions as to how long refugees on average spend time in the refugee camp before being home safely and attempt to provide solutions that can increase efficiency and timescales for people in these environments. I believe that this research will provide valuable insight, not just for academics and government officials but for the public as well, to truly understand the treatment of refugees in the Matamoros camp and the conditions in which they live in. Finally, this research can than be used further in studies to cross-culturally compare to other research such as Hynes’ research studying trust and mistrust in refugee camps (2003).
[bookmark: _GoBack]I propose that the research be completed using a number of research methods at our disposal. By following the Association of Social Anthropologists ethical guidelines (2011) for the safety of both the researchers and participants will allow for ethical and safe research to be conducted following appropriate code and conduct for anthropological research. I believe that is important to utilise more than one research method as a means to collective qualitative data. By using more than one method we can increase the chances of collecting vast amounts of relevant information which can then be used to further the study of refugee camp environments.
The first would be participant observation. Ethically it is impossible to completely participate in the conditions of refugee camps, but only through experiencing and immersing myself in the environment can I truly understand the lives that refugees live similarly to how Bogdan (1973) interprets the importance of participant observation. By living as a refugee to as much as is ethically acceptable, one can experience and understand their life from their point of view. Since this would be minimal in comparison to the time a refugee would truly spend the refugee camp it must be taken into consideration that we cannot surmount a lifetime of experience within a short time frame of living as a refugee.
Second, whilst conducting participant observations in the refugee camp in Matamoros it would be imperative to alongside this conduct interviews with refugees and people that are working in this camp, both paid and voluntary workers that may be involved. By conducting ethnographic interviews with open ended questions it would allow us as the researchers to “Reflect on the interview as a moment of engagement, a site of participation in the life of the person we meet and talk with” (Skinner, 2012:74). Just observing and experiencing what is going on will not allow us as researchers to fully ascertain the experiences of those around us. Only through listening as well as observing, by discussing and communicating with other members of these refugee communities, in a sense, can we truly begin to comprehend the conditions they live in. By listening to the very people who live in these environments for extended periods of time can we truly begin to gather the necessary information to understand the many difficulties and challenges they face in their day to day lives. And by listening to these people speak for themselves, we then can translate this information into data that can be further used by researchers, by government officials to acknowledge the conditions of the refugee camp in Matamoros. Thereby doing so can create change, if necessary, or at least allow people all over the world to understand what it truly means to be a refugee that must migrate for the sake of themselves, their families and their wellbeing.
Finally, as I will be exploring and experiencing the environment that refugees are put through in the refugee camp at Matamoros, I believe it is imperative to record my own experiences, thoughts and feelings within a reflexive journal (Reed-Danahay, 1997). I believe that reflecting on what I have previously understood and how my own views and opinions might be changed in these environments. By doing so we can understand how this information can be processed and used to truly represent the experiences refugees have and how the bad experiences can be challenged and changed in order to improve their health, safety and lives.
All information collected will be stored using qualitative research methods, in order to store written information as means to inform, from experience and understanding what it is like to live inside of a refugee camp in Matamoros. Arguably collecting qualitative data and using it for research from observations and ethnographies can be difficult to analyse contextually. However, I agree with Boellstorff in that the collection of qualitative data is “about finding, creating, and bringing thoughtful, provocative, productive ideas to acts of writing” (Boellstorff, 2012:159). By finding the themes in the collected qualitative data, we can begin to understand the difficulties of refugees. Pinpointing such themes will require us to take on a thematic analysis when analysing our collected data after having conducted research. Only then will we truly begin to understand what it is we have found through conducting our research and what lives refugees truly live. Thematic analysis is an important concept that tends to focus on two aspects being, “recurrence and importance.” (Buetow, 2010:123). Exploring the themes that reoccur and reappear throughout this research will allow us to pinpoint problems, experiences and situations that are widely experienced by many within the community of the refugee camp at Matamoros. By doing so we can quickly address collective group problems and highlight experiences that are commonly had by most if not all refugees in this camp. Finally, thematic analysis of reoccurring themes will also allow this research to be used to contextually compare to other refugee camps across the world. Providing researchers an invaluable source to cross-cultural compare both the similarities and differences experienced in refugee camps across the world and ultimately how government officials may address these issues if the need arises.
In my conclusion this research is important for refugees not just in Matamoros but across the world to help us in understanding the position they are all in and how we may best assist them in their difficult times, projecting their voices through our research and fields of expertise.
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