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Reflection On Academic Writing Module

This module has been challenging for me in some ways I consider good and some ways I consider bad. I learned a lot about referencing and I read a lot preparing for this module from which I learned a lot.
 I had prepared myself to write about how industrialisation lead to the destruction of nature from the perspective of the decline of religious values and wanted to explore the various philosophies that brought about this decline. I later found that this topic was too broad and resulted in my ideas becoming very scattered. I decided to narrow it down to a particular case of environmental damage (the pollution of the River Ganges) but this was a departure from what I had originally prepared myself for during my reading week; meaning that most of the essential reading was done last minute and the reading I had done barely factored into my final essay. 
 I feel that if I was given a specific topic for my assignment rather than having to choose it, I would have had a clearer sense of which direction to go with my essay and where to look for the right sources. I did not manage to attend my presentation, but I had made a PowerPoint presentation which helped me conceptualise the ideas that I would later incorporate into my essay. The PowerPoint also helped me understand how to provide a bibliography but not how to relate my work directly to the source.
 I often struggled to confine my work to the word limits which resulted in me struggling to fully express my point of view. I had trouble concentrating on some lectures resulting in some confusion. I may have benefited from more one to one help. Some lectures were a bit dull as they were more about the structuring of my essay rather than the subject matter itself. I missed some lectures due to my poor sleep schedule. I view the module as an opportunity to make mistakes to learn so that I can plan and structure my work better in future. 

